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Ah! wik thiou then recal the fcene of woe, 
And teach again my fcalding tears to flow ? 
Thou k^ow' ft not how tremendous is the tale j . 
My brain -will madden, and my utterance fail. . 

Anonymous. 
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THEODORE CYPHON. 



CHAP. I. 

$ N« nos inducat in tenutionem. 



i 



JL HE rain continued, though with abated 
violence till morning, which no foon&r dawned 
upon the open country, than my fpirits began to 
revive, and my indifference to give place to ex- 
ertions of fafety. I feared venturing into any 
Iioufe, and calling my eyes over the country, I 
perceived down the ftream a thicket, which 
fpread amongft a confufion of rocks and preci- 
pices, and promifed to fcreen me from the male- 
volence of purfuit. 

I haftened from the dangerous fituationon 
which I had pafled fo many hours of fufpenfe> 
continuing my way to the thicket, every mo- 

Vot. H. B ment 
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ment turning to fee if I was obferved. With 
all the timidity of a robber, I fought fome ob- 
fcure cortier of concealment, firft breaking off a 
branch of crab trep for my defence, and a quan- 
tity of its fruit for food: 



-* -• 



Beneath a hanging rock which prbje&ed in a 
Hoping dire£Hon, fufficient to turn off the rain* 
and wholly concealed by brambles and thorn; 
titees, I fat down to my breakfaft, no longer won* 
during that man had ever tailed acorns with 
plea fare, when I* experienced the guft liberty 
and hunger gave my acid repaft. 1 flretcbed 
out my limbs on the turf with fatisfc&ion, 
tho* benumbed by damp and cold. -I felt a glow 
of delight, in the cdnfcioufnefs that no bolts and 
walls prevented my ranging, whilft in h& I was 
as much a prifoner as before. 

•' Now," cried I, tyrant, ** the ftruggle for 
p&wer is at an end> Have not. I triumphed over 
all your fchemes ?" I forgot Eliza, in fancying 
the confirmative of iny keepers, and : funk aikep 

n amidft 



afmidft.ehaeWhg rcifefifions. When I awoke, 
the fun had chafed away the clouds, a delight- 
ful frefhnefs filled the air, a profufion of fweets 
werfcbohiife tijpdrvthe breeze, and I tafted in pu- 
. rity the delights of nature, I featured to reread 
my clothes to the fun, I balked beneath its rays, 
tmrrfportiflg my imagination? to die Attic ihofes, 
where the heroes of marikind fpeht their time in 
rurality. I lamented the deviation we nad made 
from fitnpficity, af the fame time that I acknow- 
ledged, I would not willingly return to the ig- 
norance of tfce firft ages. 






-£• Anft-'riot venture, ftbm -tny Aelt^r, though 
preffddbytetriger, whilft the light 1 was fuffi- 
cient to betray* me, but when nighty again re- 
turned, I arofe to depart. ' The old gentleman 
I have mentioned, as related to my mother, 
lived at the diftance' of forty 1 miles, and myfe- 
titer having had ari; antipathy' towards hirn €ve& 
after r hte rnarriage;' I looked on his houfe as 
the rhoft eligible fan&uary, for I perceived that 
n\en witttojtehthftes beftowafaVour, to chagrin* 

^ ' B « an 
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an enemy, where charity might have fued irt 



,. t, .',.,. . .. . : . vii 



1 picked my j^eps with caytjqn,,ift the dark* 
often entangling amongft the bjiafs, till a,t length 
1 found myfelffo involved in a labyrinth of pre- 
cipices and quarries, ,as to have little 4?hance : of» 
discovering the, road. In this perplexity I ftood 
for fome time* when I was (Urtled by the bark- 
ing of a dog at a little diftance. The recplJsc- 
tion that I probably had little to fear, prevented' 
• my flight. The chance I had of meeting with 
a guijle to conduS me from the wood, invigo- 
rated my courage, already high,, fwip. the, qe- 
ceffitylhad of fopd. In this difpofition I ad- 
vanced, and turning the comer of a rock, faw 
the rays ofa fire (hine from behind fome bufhes. 
I ventured further, and perceived a dog fkand-' 
ing by, and fome itfenfils fcattered . loofely o\\\ 
the ground. As I could fee without being feen^ * 
I ventured filently and flowly, till I could per- 
ceive the figure of a decrepid old man, who 
refted himfelf upon a bundle of ruflbes, every 

now 
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now and then adding a freflr twig to the fire, 
whilft he feafted^ on" fome broken bread and 
ftaeat.- My courage was wholly revived ; I ad- 
vanced up to him without hesitation, fitting 
down by the fire. 

" Father," faid I, u I have loft my way, I 
am hungry, and if you pleafe, will (hare your 
fapper." ■■ l 

This was the true laconic ftyle, and with the 
irorS of welfcdme, he held oikt to me part of his 
provlfions, and a ! draught from a bottle'of ale: 



; ' " At this time of life,* faid I, " your jour- 
neyings AouW have -ceafed, and thofe limbs, 
little able to endure the fatigues of travelling, 
have been provided for beneath the fhelter of 

hofpittlity;'* ' * " 

.'■.'■ •• .■ v 

H And do*ft think then,** faid he, * that for 

your bonded though miferaole fecurity, I would 

exchange the frefli fields and the fredclonv of 

- ■ B 3 rambling, 
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rambling, to pine ugdes the frowns <Jf a greedy 
overfcer ? No; never wbUA'.thefe. gu;m& cim 
mumble a craft of bread, or thi?bwd lift from 
the brook a defcckais-draughtpf Adam's ale." 

I admired the indignation with whieh he 

4 

\ 

fpoke, and recolle&ing the vile practices of our 
village tyrants, I could not cqndemn his fpirit of 
independence, and to amufe the time, made 
fome trifling enquiries into his adventures. 

< . 

My queftion*, perhaps, j&qve..&9, qragno* 

ideas he was ufed to meet, excited Jus a,Uention T 

He gazed upon me fome time with a penetrative 

keenneft, which filled me with uneaGneft, then 

taking from his pocket a printed handbill, hq 

gave it me; to read. ' 

* 

It was an accurate defcriptlon of twyfcK, cptw 
tainyig every particular of my drefs ; ftatitig 
that I had efcaped from a private mad-houfe, and 
left my appearance of Canity might fpeak in my 
favour, it dated that at times I had confiderable* 

- lucid 
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kick} intervals, which gave place to a&a of the 
greateft outrage; concluding with )a hundred 
pounds reward to any one who would bring me 
{O Squire Cyphpn, or give information of ray 
route, fo as to be a means of my recovery. 

1 I was (truck dumb with aftonifhment, to find 
. that eveii the bofom of the rocks could not con* 
ceal me ; and Shocked to meet a repetition of 
that anger which had burnt for more than fix- 
teen months, and daring that time had infixed 
torture on its vi&im without fafiety. " We», 
father/ 1 fatd I» throwing the paper into the fire, 
f< do you intend, to have the hundred pounds, 
by condu&ing me back to a prifon I abhor, to a 
dungeon worfe than the workhoufe you deteit, 
and in Whofe place you prefer the precarious ex- 
iftenoe of chance ¥* 

" Dp'ft think that I will,' 1 faid he, " what 
care I for the hundred pounds ; a man cannot 
want what he never poffefly," — " I would re- 
ward you," returned I, " but I have been rob- 

B4 bfedi 
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bed of every farthing; I have not fixpence-to 
procure a morfel of bread/' — " As to that," 
faid he, u courage my lad, thou (haft not want. 
I will to-morrow go to the village, and bring us 
fufficient, and when th^e be'ft rich, thee fhalt 
repay me." 

- I admired thofe honeft fentiments, dilated 
.from die heart of hofpitality, and- thanking him 
for foiUnexpe&ed* af kindhefs* laid down on a 
corner of his blanket; exulting' that men were 
,yet to be foutid, who could' rife above meannefs 
and treachery, though ' tempted 1 by offers fat- 
above theic ftation. 1* Herd," though t I,' u is 1 a 
man deftitute almoft of the neceQaries of life, 
yet will not grafp the means of comparative af- 
fluence, when he rauft pluck it with the rank 
weed of treachery ; how happy then would 
, mankind be, were they equally poor, without a 
knowledge of the fafcinatlon of pomp and fpfen^ 
dour." 



We 
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" We arofe in the morning, frefh as the beafts 
who browfe the herbs,* and by th^ fide of a filver 
ftream feafted on the remnants of charity, dif- 
tributing a portion to the faithful dog. I agreed 
to remain on the fpot till hi& return, from the. 
village, from whence I expedled news that 
might influence my future conduit. I fpent 
the time of his abfence in walking amongft the 
bufties, and gathering the wild fruit, fome times 
flopping to Men if he wa& returning, and again; 
fearing, from the length of hfc abfence, he had 
defigns of betraying me. I had wandered fpme 
hundred, yawls from our re|reat into a deep kind 
of glen, fo full of bramble bufhes,* that it was 
difficult to pafs, when I hearid the voices, of fe- 
deral men at a little diftance. I inftantly 
crouched, (as a hare when fhe catches the voice 
of the hunter in the fwelling breeze), endeavour* 
ing todiftinguifli their difcourfe- 



r* 



44 Are you ftiffe it be?s he," faid one, " it 
will bea fine hawl, my old dad, if we take him/* 
** O he's as fimple as a child," replied th$ maa 

Bs . of 
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, *£ genuine hofphaTuy> " he has no fufpicion in 
the world, and we ihall be cock fure of the mo- 
ney. For certain I fliould not have betrayed 
him, but you know a hundred pounds Is a hun-» 
dred pounds, and not every day to |be lighted 
on* 

* 

I was greatly fhocked at this bafenefs ; I be- 
. gan to abhor my fellow -creatures, and almoft 
refolved to march boldly up, and punifhhis 
treachery: a moment brought with it an ex* 
cufe. The temptation was irrefifti We, and po~ 
terty, whilft it has before its eyes the fplendouf 
of riclies, eafily believes in them, charms they 
do not poflefs. I waited till they, had paffed, 
and till I fuppofed tliey had given up the fearcb 
as ufelefs, one of them having returned through 
the hollow where I lay, without discovering oie« 

14 What ?" cried I, to myfelf, " what have I 
done, that I Ihduld thus fear the. day like a lian 
guilty of a crime?* Am not I in Britain? where 

juflice 
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juftice is fupreme, why then remain longer, 
the (object of fear to every wind that Wows.** 

v ■ ' * 

1 ftarted up, find taking my crab ftkk in my 
hand, marched forward with^h© fixed purpose- of 
opppfing yiolenoe to violence. I periled behind 
the village, and entered upon the public road. 
Every eye that met me, I fancied gazed upon 
me with curiofity, 'implying doubt and hefita- 
tion, I brandifted ray (lick over my ihoulder, 
and afiuming a look of fiercenefa, continued my 
pace, every moment increasing my confidence, 
as no one ventured to touch me, probably owing 
to my reported madnefs,' for in a country, place 
every whifper is circulated with fpeed, accumu* 
/ lating wonder as it pafles: thus I wa&canfidered 
ft longer than any five men; as able to leap from 
die top of a houfe unhurt, to break and bend 
iron bars" the thicknefs of a kitchen range, and 
that with a kick of my foot I could fplinter a< 
church-door. 

B6 Thi* 
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This I had learnt from the old beggar, and 
therefore could cafily account for the fear 1 per- 
ceived in feveral people who paffed me ; but I, 
.iph^knew th$ weaknefs of my ftreugth, drtad- 
fd left they £hould uhite, and overpower me hy 
numbers,' in hcjpes.of the reward. My haughty 
and undaunted carriage was, however, more in 
jny favour than J coulci havefuppofed, as it fup- 
•ported the; tale, and thofe who met and knew 
me* I afterwards learttt, declared that the froth 
rwvout of my mouthy that my eyes rolled, and 
that I grinned in a frightful manner. 

.Amufed io part by the follies of men, and 
encouraged by ray fuccefe, I ventured to enter 

^khenext vilbge, which being the poft town; 
contained an inn of fome jiote. I walked into 
the yard, the people giving me the way, and 
feeing a ptift chaife ready to depart, I afiumed a 
tone of authority* and , opening.the door, bade 
the poftilion drive to Helton Hall, tfee refideqce 

' of my uncle. The landlord gave him a wink, 
and whifpered fomething,. I doubted not was an 

order 
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order to drive me to my father's. This was in 
fail the cafe, he itriking off from the village in 
the contrary road to what I wiftied. I looked out 
of the window to fee if we were followed, arid not 
perceiving any one, I exerted my voice to (top 
him,- threatening if h$ did not inflanly turn to 
the rqad I had ordered, I would tear him and 
his horfes into a million of pieces. The poor 
fellow trembled at my voice and gefture, mx- 
doubt wifliing as foon as poffible to difcharge his 
fare, he clapped fpurs to his horfes, and without 
waiting to" change, urged forward to Helton 
Hall. It was the dufk of the evening when we 
flopped ; the porter opened the door, {hutting it 
again in a hurry, the moment he : fa\v Ine, 
f wearing he fhould not admit a madman to mur- 
der them. " You fee," faid I, turning to the 
poftilion, " I cannot pay you at prefent, but 
call to-morrow, and I will make you amends/ 1 
(i Thank your honour/' replied he, bowing to 
the ground, and no doubt rejoicing he was fo 
cheaply rid of the madman, mounted, and drove 

off 
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off at full fpeed, -every now * and thtti looking 
behind him. \ ' 

I was extremely puzzled at this treatment of 
my uncle, which I doubted not arofe merely 
from his believing, the report in common with 
others, and Cat down on the fteps, expecting 
fome one would bring me a further meffage. 
In lefs than five minutes my cou&n Edward 
came up with his gun, having been {hooting ; 
he flatted at my prefeace, and flopped without 
fefolutioii to advance. 

\ 

I held out my hand to him. — " Ned," (aid I f 
*f furely you do not credit all this farce of my 
infant ty, one of the moft abominable fchemes 
evfcr fet on foot to harrafs the weak. I wifla to 
{peak to my uncle ; what I have to (ay, will 
convince you both that I retain my fenfes, 
though that I do fo after fo much fuffering, is 
the wonder." 



He 
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He patifed a moment.; and not perceiving 
any figns of diftra&ion, confcnfedvto lead me to 
his father. The old gentleman could fcarcely 
credit the flory J told him,, fo iopnfiftent did it 
appear with the character of a father, and ib 
contrary to the boafted generofity of Theodoric* 
Bat the affair of Simpfcn* which he now heard 
for the firft time, confirmed his belief, and in* 
fared his prote&ion. 






. I could gain no intelligence of Mr. Hanfon \ 
and now being free from that perpetual alarm* 
which had called up every effort to repel ap+ 
proadung evil, all my tendernefs for Eliza again 
ryflied upon me. I fighed once more to behold ' 
her, to,repeat to her my thoughts, and to inter* 
cliange thqfe fentimentspf foftnefs I had fo long 
been deprived of. I could not for a moment 
fuppofe myfelf lefs dear to her than before; and 
J pipp^fed, when I fhould have reduced my af- 
fairs to a Uain, to renew thofe daio)$ fhe could 
09t4enyme v k . 



It 
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It was neceffary to aft with caution, as I well 
knew the power my father poffeffed, and doubt- 
ed not but the keeper was equal to any aflion, 
however criminal, which might tend tohisowrf 
fecurity. The plan I had propofed of living on: 
my little eftate, muft prove abortive, it being 
folly to throw myfelf in their way, and danger- 
ous even to truft myfelf within the orbit of their 
influence. It was,however, neceffary that Hhould 
go to arrange my fchemes, and to make every 
enquiry concerning Mr. Hanfon. I had alfo a 
ftrong defire to vifitthat cottage, wheremy foul 
had firft taftcd the delight of love, and from 
whence had originated every fubfequent di£ 
trefs. 1 longed to retrace the fteps of Eliza, tQ 
lofe my thoughts in thofe flights of imagination, 
ihat conftitute the heaven of love, and entrances 
the mind in vifibhs of fi&ion. 

I propofed to my uncle Thompfon, that he 
fhould purchafe my little domain ; and ; that Iris 
fon, his fteward, and two of his fcrvants, (herald 
accompany me to view it, in the courfc of a few 

days- 
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days. This was agreeable to his wifhes, the 
eftate having belonged to his fide of the family, 
and we arranged our plans accordingly. We 
provided ourfelves with arms, in cafe of at- 
tempted violence, and in the/dufk of the even- 
ing arrived at the village; the inn-keeper pay* 
ing me his compliments on my reftoration to 
health. After (upper, accompanied by my cou- 
fin, I ventured towards Mr. Hanfon'-s; but 
words cannot convey to you the damp which 
funk upon my fpirits at the fight prepared fpr 
me. In j>lace of the neat cottage I expected— * 

in place of the well-ordered garden, where vir- 

> 

tue had once been bufy, I beheld nothing but a 
wafte; every veftige of a dwelling was remov- 
ed, the palings of the garden torn up, and the 
little plat trod under foot by every paffenger. 

A heavy figh efcaped from the bottonf of my 
heart, i caft myfelf down upon the ground in 
an agony of defpair. " O," cried 1, *« this is 
the bitternefs of vengeance ; this is the luft of 
deftru&ion ! O Eliza, Eliza ! where art thou ? ,f 

My 
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My coufin Edward was affe&ed tp tears. I 
had made him the confident* of my engage- 
ments ; and though he condemned the great in- 
equality of my choice, and thought, like the ge- 
nerality of men, that fuch an one might ferve 
by way of amufement, to a perfon of my expec- 
tations ; yet this unparalleled aft of vindictive 
barbarity, called up every feeling of human na- 
ture to oppofe it, rendering juftifiable any oppo- 
fition to fo high an extended prerogative* 

There is in our nature a paffion of refinance, 
which hurries us even contrary to our reafon 
and interefts. We are to be led, and won upon, 
but till every fpark of fpirit is extin&, we canr 
not be driven. Did parents confider this, when, 
they would controul the inclinations of children^ 
with an imperious will, much evil would be 
•voided. Every injury! received ferved only 
to widen a breach, at firft made by an overbear • 
ing command. Though fuffering. as I did, I 
yet retained fo much refpeft for the man whom 
I had once confidered as a father, that I forbore 

publishing 
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puljlifhing to the world the treatment I had re- 
ceived \ but tjiis laft wound /unk deep on ray 
foul ; it was a ftroke I had not been prepared 
for r and was one of thofe trifles on which hung 
much of our happmcfs. 

T I became afliamed of indulging fo mud* 
weakness at the deftru&ton of a cottage ; yet 
though I had often feen the a&ion before, oftett 
feen the poor peafant, with his weeping .wife, 
and barefoot children, driven out into the wiJU 
jferntfs, I ha4 not felt it my felf, I had not ex- 
perienced the horrjd barbarity. 

On this fpot of earth, defpoiled for my fakc, v [ 
.had intended to begin my refearches; but now 
I had no ppint to proceed from, and returned, 
overwhelmed in grief, with my coufin to 
the.irjn, I endeavoured to draw fome ipforma7 
lion from our hoft ; but he knew nothing more 
than that the Hanfons had difappeared fud- 
denly, no one knew how ; that all his goods 
had been fold for rent in arrear ; and that his 

fon 
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fon had been taken from college, and fent as 
thaplain on board a* man of war, to a five years 
ftation in the Eaft Indies. 



• :.„ ♦ 



Thus all traces appeared loft, thealehoufe being 
the ufual centre of news; but left fome private 
circumftance might remain With tlfe villagers, I 
haftenecf to anjelderly woman, who' had been a 
flight acquaintance, and whofe head contained a 

• 'a. * 

chronicle of anecdbtes, and all' the little tales 
"which circulate; in the 'country. She could 
fcarcely believe at nVft that I* wis recovered j but 
when I enquired -Sifter the- Hartlbn*, her coun^ 
tenance affumed an air of heavinefs. 

" I guefe, mafter Theodore," faid'ftie, Ihak- 
*ing her head. ** We poor folks have no right * 
to fpeak, or I Ihbuld not think all fair as it 
ought to be. I hope you did not ruin* that 
pretty Elifcs, as was faid."— fl By whom?' 1 
cried I. " Who dare afperfe the character of 
ethereal virtue ?" — " I cannot fay," anfwered 
(he, ** by whom it was faid ; but fure enough I 

heard 
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H&ftlit; though, fays*, ^t'thp time, 1 I don't 
believe it; .for. m&fter CyphOiv is ndt Jifce many 
of your rich folks, who think that a poor maiden 
is honoured if lie condefcends to ruin her. No, 
faid I, he had other kmd of fcntiments, and to 
Ve fure the whole, mull b$ faif$." 



»j 



;, f 1 ; yV*\l, bqt my. good mother," /aid J, * 4 ie* 
us leave tbefe idle tales, aii/i.tell me ifypu kno\y 
anything where tUis family may be found; I. 
believe I may be the caufe of their eje&menr, 
and I would endeavour to repair the lofs they, 
have fullered/' . . , 



' <4 



1 guef$ your motive," fajd ifae, fowling. 
Love, they fay, will . travel in the air, I 
know a young man lik£ you, does not fpend fo 
much of his time in the company of girls for 
CQRverfation ; but as I iaid before, we poor pco- 
pie may think what we, dare npt fay, nor is it t9 
everyone! wonld tell what. I know/' i 



♦ « AiuL 



~A 



• 
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« Atad me," faid'l, " you make tb&tita#f 
pay for that knowledge : pray keep me *io k>tv* j< 

ger in fufpertfe." -'"< ■; :^:^ 

o^'ItoH tell you- then,**' faid-flWv'tewerittg* 
her voice, " it is whtfpered that your father ha* 
ruined poor Hanfon, and taken away his cha- 
fer }~»fo> that Jit fc fai *h<* gteirteft & itfcfs, and 
iigone tGf iliv^f pool, -where his wife and daugK-^ 
tirs fuppbrt thetrtfeives" by wafhing and takibg 
in^lata work: but this you muft not for the* 
world fay you had from roe, as perhaps this lit- 
tle hovel would then be taken from me." 



1 could* 'ortfy learn- in addition* that one of 
my yncle's feroarit® hod given her thiS'informa- 
tibrij under a promifr of fec!*cy,~havifig been 
employed by hisniafler to carry alerter. To 
have; found theija *ac all gave me • too much fatis- 
faftion to be checked by any attending circum- 
ftances of dlftiefr} imLI vcfauld fcarcely reftraia- 
the impatience which would have hurried me 
the feme night towards Liverpool. 

It 



THEODORE CYFHON 1 . 2J 

It was no fooner known through the village 
that I was amongft them, and in my proper 
fenfes, then they would have teftified their joy 
by a bonfire, had not my defire of efcaping ob- 
fervation forced me to reftrain them ; though I 
felt on this occafion that fati&fa&ion a juft ma* 
giftrate or ruler mdft feel at public applaufe. It 
was a furety that now my perfon was fafe ; i>6t* 
I had too much fuf^krion 6f the influence a 
hundred pounds might have on individuals, arid 
the fecfet machinations of my father, to truft 
isyfelf out alone. 



• ' 



Chap. 
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CHAP. IL 

r • 

It was & vice, whicn, weigh'd in Heav'n (hall more avail, 
Than tenfold virtues in the other fcale. 



FTT-V 

X HE next day I ventured through the coun- 
try to my little eftate, and having adjufted the 
terms with my couiin, 1 fet out in the high eft 
impatience for Liverpool, delighting myfelf by 
the way with the unexpe£ted pleafufe T fhould 
dtffufe, and the change I had power to make in 
* their affairs. I propofed to feci ude myfelf and 
them in the wilds of Wales, breathing the air 
which had nouriftied the fons of independence ; 
but though there isfcarcely a more refined plea- 
fure than this anticipation of fancy, few would 
take delight in its recapitulation ; I therefore 
haftened to Liverpool^ where) I inflantly began 
my enquiries. 

- < The 
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The poverty of tlie Hanfons had fhrouded 
them from notice, and the obfcurity with whidi 
they lived, concealed them from Common dbfer- 
vatkitw I enquired at die poft-houfe, but to 
them the name was unknown, and chance alone 
remained to condu& me. I waited with* *m~ 
patience till the Sunday, when I hafiened from 
one. church to another, in hopes of difcovering 
fome of the girls in r the aflembly; but without 1 
efie&. 

' , • ."i ' 

The next day I ranged oyep the milliner's 
{bops, having recollected that they took in plain 
. work, but the general anfwtr was a- negation, 
with fmiJcs and infignificant queftioifs. Thu4 
defeated and faddenedbydifappointment, I wan* 
dercd about the town, vifitmg every court ahd 
turning, iti hopes of feeing ' Wbeitag feen Wf 
them, till I tad almoft perfaadtd nayfelftHey 
eoutd not be >ur the place, arid as a lafl effbtt 
was going to odvertife ijfbr tbcrti, when lone 
morning perceived a fervant of Theodoric's 
Walking down a crofs flreet. 

Vol. II. C Hollowed 
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I followed at a cautious diftance, not doubt- 
ing to whom his errand was direftcd, thdugh I 
could not conceive ;the. intentigg* ujrilefe it re- 
lajted tp ray felf. He .eft tered a houfe, which; on 
the outfide appeared untenable, and which: I 
had' noted in my rambler as fit for the reindez- 
vous of thieves. It had no outer door, and was 
in fa<Sl, little fuperior to a pile of rubbilh. I 
took my ftation in an obfcure corner, not wifli- 
ing to be obferved by him, and at the fame time 
wifhing to fee if any of the Hanfons appeared. 
I remained nfcaribalf an hour in this fufpenfe ; 
I then fa w him ftanding in the entry with a per- 
fon weepipg,> andifoemKigly fapplicating, whom 
I judged t^l^Mps. Hanfpn. '.*>', 

* ;;• 4 I . ' Ml; i:-» J-:t !• : . j :-f **:•! . ' . :• < , ... 

I felt an cwppulfiye motkw t% Jy* to rs**Qve ; 
tk$fe tears, to-ga*e on- my beloved EJifca, but 1 
had fufficient dMcrttion to reftra'mnmy impetup- 
fity till this' departure, which he did. tf id* tficf air 
ofaihan.cmrufted with concern* of j important* 

/.it .1 .: i »» 1 s.;." i, * -.or. .'{ *, .:. "i 

. a -.^i Though 

* •» I i • f 
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Thoqgh now To near the obje& of my de- 
fires, I feared !to prefent myfelf before her. I 
feetned to .enjoy the pleafure of expe&ation, and 
to delay the reality — indeed I wanted courage to 
prefent ray felf to thofc who had f offered fomock 
for my fake, and I almoft doubted the reception 
I fliould meet. I Ventured into the pafiage, I 
eyed the place round, and liftened, if poffible to 
hear fome of their well knowiv voices. I ad- 
vancedvflowiy up the half brbkehifarirt, and raif- 
ingup my eyes, faw a female pa& along the 
landing frotn one room to another ; her hand* 
kerchief was at heiseyes and concealed her face, 
but her form, her motion, was that of Eliza's. 
I tretfcbled, and- flood ftrll for a moment, then 
recolle&ing that this might be the beft opportu- 
nity of preferring friyfdf to the family, I endea- 
voured to be collected, 

- J 4 

.'I tapped at the door, which Mr$. Hanfon 
opened with a ft ream of terror, and my name 
was repeated by the girls, wijh exclamations of 
furprife and joy.- All my enquiries were di- 

C 2 . refted 
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re&cd for Eliza. I burned with irrefiftibie im- 
patience to fee her. I fcarcely remember die 
circumftanccs of our meeting -> but flic wept, 
and for fome time I clafped her in my arms, 
without power to articulate. My joy was tod 
great to admit of exclamations. It was a filent 

kind of rapture which fpent itfelf in fighs, and 

♦ 

ended in tears. 

When I could take notice of any thing atxrar 
me, I was (hocked at the appearance of rnifety, 
and fubftttutes of poverty. The pride of my 
fitters eleft returning! they bluihed, endeavour- 
ing to conceal many little things, cuftora had) 
not yet familiarized. Poor Haflfon was in the 
chamber I had obferved Eliza enter j his grief 
at the deftrudHou of his family, the fate impend- 
ing over his daughters, funk down the fpuits of 
the virtuous man ; even confeious innocence 
was inadequate lb his fupport— his health daily 
declined, bis fpirit Was broken, and the fire t?f hi* 
eyes now no longer flatbed, with animationy 
turning with languid deje&ton on thofe hapiefs 

females, 
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females, whom he feared to leave, yet had not 
ppwer to take from a world, where their beauty 
w£s jtheir bane, where tbetr -qualifications were 
only incitements to deftru&ion, and where th* 
delicate feelings of the lower ranks of life, are 
patter of jeft and ridicule to: thofe whofe only 
valuable Aifyin&ion is poffefliop of wealth. 

He was fitting in a chair when I entered, and 
would have arifen to receive me, had his flrength 
pe«:nitt^ j bpt wable, he held out his hand, 
apd ^u^lyf^Ungf $xpreffed his fatisfo&ion at 
feeing me. Indignation fwel Jed my heart at 
the^ author of thefe fufferings, and I regretted 
the tie of confanguinity i endeavoured to 
roufe his drooping fpirits, and cheer him with 
fua-fhining profpe&s. I reminded him of his 
promife, that after a year's probation, he would 
advance my fait with his daughter, * and I laid 
before him the fcheme of calm retirement I had 

projected. 

♦ 

C3 /«As 
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- : M :As we are aloh*^ faid he, " I will felt 
you, Theodore, my £ars and my wifhefc,' with 
tfcatfincertty't>eGotni»ga manabotft^ feaWthe 
confufion oflife." 

"I know well that this partiality for *my 
daughter arhes from the manner <if your educa- 
tion ; for though the heir of great riches, you 
have feen little of life. 1 fear then-, in giving 
my eonfent, that the time will come, when you 
will repent this cjppofition td your father, and 
regret having *taken a wife, whofe endowment is 
poverty and l beauty. M| ' l ' 



4 ., . I ..... 1 



44 Permit me," cried I, in a tone of impati- 
ence, " to put you right, and (hew you that 
my preference arifcs not from the vain motive 
you fuppofe. I cbnfefs I admire the beautiful 
perfon of Efiza, but hov/ many more are there 
equal, if not fuperior. I equally condemn that 
weaknefs of judgment, which lofes itfejf in ro- 
manticity* is cheriftied only by oppofition, and 
dreams all day of love in a* cottage : but in what 

cottage 
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cottage {hall be found a girl with the real and 
'folid advantages of Eliza? I had almoftfaidin 
what palace.— Though obliged, like the Roman 
damfel, to labour at thejipinning wheel, {he has 
had your precepts to inftrudt her in all the va- 
luable knowledge becoming a woman, and 
though ihe wants, 'tiis true, the Superficial ac - 
Complifhrpents of mufic and dancing; thefe* if 
neceSary, foe may eafity acquire. See then, the 
inoft refined reafonrng can only advance, that 

flie is poor, and I am not rich.** 

. • ■ ... ». 

" Love/' replied Mr. Hanfon, with a calm 
fmile, " is, I know, a deluding fophift, and I 
acknowledge, though I would fave appearances, 
1 fhould not be forry to fee my daughter efta- 
Wilhed with fo much fecurity ; yet my charac- 
ter as a clergyman of that form of faith, fo fat 
fuperior-to every other* particularly forbids my 
a&ing without your father's approbation." 

" And can you," cried I, " after all I have 
fafiered, have the cruelty to appeal to him, 

C 4 when 
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when you are confident that appeal would be to 
aikaprofcrijptipn? Js their* too moment when 
thi* fancied tie fhall ceafe ? No circumftance fuf- 
fictent to diffolje the obligation ? " 

" Ye%" be replied, " wait till you are of 
age, you m^y, then difpofe of yourfelf; in the 
mean time take a journey to London, and taftc 
the charms of variety. You will then fee things 
an another light, and fliake off thofe notions you 
have imbibed, which indeed befit die chara&et 
of a man, but not a man of the world of 
fafhion." 

" Remember/ 9 faid I, " the ill confequencet 
of your fir ft prohibition ; think to what yoo ex- 
pofe your daughter*, by leaving them in cafe of 
your death, without one ip whom they can 
trail for prote&ion ; and tell me if the hazard 
you run is worth the idle difference of a few 
months." 



c< 



You 
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<c You mttft not take me fo, M he replied, 
" I know my duty, and though fevere* it muft 
be done, neither indeed will the law confider 
you as legally married within that period J 



» 



" The law," cried I, " allows nothmg to the 
feelings of a lover, it makes nojdiftin&ionof 
perfons." 

** This Was our firil cociverfation, and the mo- 
del of feveral Abfequent, but I found hisfirm.- 
neis not to be fhaken^ and pleafed, nay, happy 
in the ifttercourfe I enjoyed with Eliga, the 
time was far from heavy on my 1*ands : I never 
ventured frotti thi$ retreat, its obfeurity feclud- 
ing'mt from danger, and I began to flatter my- 
felf the anger of my father had evaporated, or 
that he was willing to be a paffive fpe£tator of 
my aQSons. Ih this, however, I was milhken ; 
he was pcrfe&iy acquainted with my move- 
ments, but not defiring to proceed to open vio- 
lence, he feftt a letter to Mr. Hanfon, contain^ 
mg ; the mdft imperious commands inftantly W 

C5 difmtfS 
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difmifs me, or fhudder at the punifliment he 
was preparing to inflift on thofe who difobeyed 
his injunctions. s 

* * 

u And will you," cried I, " bend 7our neck 
to the yoke i Will you voluntarily become the 
flave of defpotifm like this ? Give me yourdaugh* 
tcr, and fmile at his menaces." 

" Theodore," replied he, fcarcely able to 
fpeak, " youafk impoffibilities. Do you not .per- 
ceive that he is- acquainted with your being here ? 
You are not yet of age; you cannot procure a 
licence wanting his approbation ; to go to Scot: 
land is impoffibte; ai>d though I now heartily 
content to your union, I fee not how it can be 
effeacd." 

€< Am I then," cried li li fo inferable a be- 
ing, that the moment I am within grafp of feli- 
city, I am to be hurried away to a diftante? 
Am I ever to be cheated by the phantoms of 
expectance ? What, my dear friend, my pre- 
ceptor, 
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eeptor, my father, prevents you from making us 
both happy Y What inconvenience can enfue ? 
fThe wrongs we have all differed call for mea- 
fures of energy, and heaven muft fan&iori the 
union it appoints, by binding our defires, by 
bringing us together, though the powers of man 

were exerted to oppofe u&" 

. f ..... • • w 

He (hook his head at this train of reafoning* 
a tear ftarted from his eye, and in filence he 
refted his head upon the table, This was the 
moment of doubt and deliberation. I flew to 
where Eliza Was, and taking her hand, I prefled 
it to my lips with wilJnefs-— «* Gota^" -cried l % 
c< we are inftantly td'be hiarried^ weriiuft now, 
if ever, offer up our vows of unity." — Crimfon 
glowed on the cheeks of Eliza, lhd half rofe,-but 
finking down with furprife and cohfofion, found 
it difficult to breathe. jA Iglaft bf Water reco- 
vered her, and (he affu fried To much" ; retaliation, 
as to enquire 'Why I wai in this hafte* "Be- 
caufe," cried I, u I cannot live without you* 
becaufe they would tear us afundei*.— Come, 

C 6 then, 
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then, my Elista, my love* your father waits for 
you."— c< My father," repeated /he, whilft fhe 
tremblingly aflofe, and holding by the arm of 
her mothqr^^e returned to his room. 

i 

, " Here, ray dear fir/ 9 cried I, " here are your 
children, can you refttfe our requeft? Can you 
pronounce the fentence of our parting for 
ever?*' 

*' No, 9 ' laid he, deeply fighing, I cannot. 
Forgive me, Father of Mercies, if I am wrong, 
and pky the weaknefs of a pa*$9t, who would 
fhelteriirom tie ftorms of life, on*tf thei* little 
ones thou Jiajl given hi^n in truft." 

The turbulence of paflion, which had carried 

me from myfelf, fobfided at this fcl^mn reqpeft. 

I turned pouii4 to dry up the tears that Bowed 

from the *ye*4f Elita, *pd |q cftablitfhher <xxi- 

fidence, which was partly reftored by Jfc* pre* 

fenca of her fether, and the toothing expreflkw 

of her mother* 

With 
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With difficulty and many paufes, Mr. Han* 
fon read over the ceremony, has wife's ring ferv- 
isgas the pledge of my faith: and that the let-* 
ter intended to part us for ever ^ had been the 
means of a precipitate union : but alas ! few were 
the exprcffion* of iatisfa&ion which could at- 
tend a marriage fo ftrange and fo fudden, that 
whilft I prefled a kifs on the lips of Eliza, I had 
difficulty to believe flie was indeed my wife. 

I wrote next day an account of this event to 
my cpufin, defiring he would meet me at an 
appointed place, and accompany vis to Wales. 
Thpygh vifibly declining, I had fane hopes the 
air of tibe mountains, awl the calm I expe&ed 
we ihould enjoy, would tcftett Mr. Hanfoo, 
and render his company a delightful addition to 
retirement, 

4s my *n$fc Thwdaric had never appealed 
openly agwft m* t nay* had twee feat the 
Haftfons a fJuoaJU preftnt, JccwcJuded he might 
only be diftant on my father's account. J there- 

fore 
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fore wrote him .word of my marriage, with? 
thanks for his kindnefs during my youth : thus 
publifhing niyfelf what policy (hould have 
taught me' to conceal till 1 had been of age. 

The promifed vengeance of my father had 
not begun to aft. I puzzled myfelf to conceive 
how he could any way affeft me. I believed it 
might be merely, a vaunt, to try the extent of 
his authority, and on that ground even ventured 
in public with Eliza. 

. My coufin arrived as we had appointed ; he 
had even taken fo much intereft in my fervice, 
as to enquire but a fpot fuited to my tafte and 
finances: and wafted by this fudden gale of 
good fortune, we took poffeffion of our little do* 
main, ' 

My coufin remained with us a month; and 
as, all Wis peace and tranquillity during his ftay, 
I looked oh him as a J>rotefting angel, and would 
have retained hinr longer, had not a little inci- 
dent 
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dent prevented my defiring it. We were walk- 
ing out together one morning, when he inform- 
ed me, that he muft depart the day after to-mor- 
row ; and on my enquiring why, he replied— , 



• 1 



" I am charmed with your example, but 

« 

pride will not permit me to follow it. I am 
half in love with Sophia; and were Are my. 
equal would rejoice to make her my wife ; and 
as it is, delicacy and honpur forbid me to think 
of her in any other way," 

■ 

" And thus," faid I, " to a falfe pride you 
would facrifice your judgment, f Have you not 
fufficient to be free in your choice, to place % 
where you. will ? pr is tfje pqffeffiqn of wealth 
only to make us flaves to the opinion of others, 
and to give up every tafte of our own i This is 
the peculiar curfe attached to royalty, that they 
are (hut out from all tte affections of ftiendfhip, 
fincer'^y .and love." , 

« The 
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" The world, my dear coufin," faid he: 
K Wenraft (though I own the folly) fwim 
down with' the tide, or be liable to the ridicule 
of our friends ; and truly, I could iH bear to 
hear it whifpered when I entered a ball-roomy 
" Is that her? Humph ! She's tolerable though, 
confidering the education fhe muft have had/* 
---* Do you know, Mr. Pm told ihe'p a poor 
clergyman's daughter, without a fixpence, and 
of fuch vaft -virtue, that poor Corydon was 
obliged to bow to Hymen/* f " 

*« Well," feid I, « I ftati not be tempted 
into ball-rooms ; and were I, I (houkt impute 
#ie wdifpers^f defamation to malicious revenge, 
dr the fprtefal irrfiribatibm of an unfuccefiful 

r 

candidate.'* 

" Be it fo> n feid he; « hut ! muft fly wliere 

I cannot conquer ; and will give five hundred 

» 
pounds to the man fhe {hall cboofc as a huf- 

band." 

I was 
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I was aftonHhed at this heroic pitch of gene- 
rofity, which I admired, but could not 'have 
imitated : and this difference (for I was willing 
to flatter my felf-efteem) arofe from the nature 
and the length of the connexion, as well as the 
variety of our tempers. He had not, like me, 
been years the companion of his choice ; his ac- 
quaintance was but of a month, and therefore it 
was comparatively eafy to nip paffion in the 
bud. 

I parted fro A hhn with regret. I conGdered 
myfelf now as fecurely fettled ; and took plea* 
fore in planning with Eliza feveral little im* 
provements; jofcing with her on the addition 
we (hould receive from the increafeof our fa- 
mily ; and reprefenting, that time might even 
reconcile my father to a marriage, againft which 
pride alone could object Thus we be£an to 
(ettle into the routine of a domeftic life, when' 
we were furprized by a vifit from my uncle 
Theodoric> He exprefied his fatisfa&ion at the 
fpot I had chofen, and after a gentle remon- 

ftrance 
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ftrance at the degradation I had been guilty of, 
acknowledged that Eliza was fome excufe ; and 
that it (hould he his endeavour to bring my fa- 
ther to terms. 

My heart overflowed with gratituJe at fo u»~ 
expe&ed a kindnefc ; and if 1 entertained no 
very fanguinc hopes from his interposition, I 
expe&ed at lead an affu ranee of tranquillity* 
The charming Eliza gave delight to the hours; 
and, funk in the lap of repofe and indulgence, I 
forefaw not the hideous ruin prepared -for me— 
I faw not the dreadful chafm which was to 
break, beneath my feet, and entomb in its c*- 
vitics every particle of remaining blifs. 

I perceived (far love iseagle-eyed) that i» tne 
fmiles and careffes of Eliza* there wa* an air of 
forrow, that in her gay^ed moments fhe would 
paufe and figh, I had more than once caught 
her weeping in her chamber, which (he imputed 
to her fears on account of her father. But as 
hpr father might be faidto grow better, if any 

change. 
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chartge was vifible* I w^s ill fatisfied. Torment- 
ing myfelf with a thoufand conje&ures, my 
final conclufion was, that fomething in my be- 
haviour difgufted herj though her delicacy re- 
trained her complaints ; and jgrieved at her 
want of confidence, which fhou Id have led her 
to unbofom ail her complaints to me, and repofe 
in my krve every (te^bt or alavm, I gnentiorred 
my fufpicio** to Mr, Hanftm, dtfirhig hit ad- 
vice* . *'•' ' -' • < -.:!..* 

» 

11 Theodore/ 9 faid he, " I am about to cut 
you to the heart. My daughter, unable Jonger 
to be filent, his befought me to unfold to you 
the caufe of her grief, as more capable of fup- 
porting the detail. You muft prepare to hear with 
calmnefc, a progreflion of villainy, fuch as ford* 
tude alone will enable. you to combat and de- 
feat. You are not- ignorant of the grovelling, 
bafe difpofition of your uncle ; you remember 
his unjuft treatment of the Simpfons; .you will 
»ot wonder then if he shas taken a fancy for 

Eliza* 
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Eliza, or if he ufes viplente to obtain his de-r 
fires." * • , 

I was flruck dumb at this opening ; the blood 
forfook my cheeks, and my lips quivered in reply. 
My emotions were fo violent, that I found it 
difficult to breathe, and gafped fevers I time? for 
air. Mr. Hanfon was alarmed ; he entreated 
me to be calm, that he might continue what -he 
had to fay; to which I liftened with filet&t 
though exquifite torture. 

u You are Freddy .aware of the! wfics made 
os by Thaodorit's ifenrants, under the fpectbas 
pretence of bringing us a trifling fupply, on* 
known to your father, but in reality with terms 
of die mioft fcmdaloufc nature to Eliza. Ho 
endeivoured to move, her by the confideraiion 
of her family;; .he r propofed,. as part of *th* 
wages of proftitution, that I ihould be xe-efta-i 
blifhed, and my declining years protected ; that 
her fitters fhould be par tinned to deferving men, 
and her brother fent for from India, and fettled 

in 
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in a good curacy : but thefe fhe had refotation 
to withftaud. But when the contrail of cer- 
taiaruin was prefented — when (he appeared then, 
the caufe of our definition, her heart became 
fick ; and flic has confdTed her mind wavered; 
no perfonal injury appearing equal to what we 
mod fuffer for ^ her fake; for (he was ready to 
apply, to ;terfel£ the admirable, fong of Rohia 
Gray: ' •);••',; : . ..-.». 

My mither didna fpeak, 
7}»t fret fookcd in njy face tjll my heart, was li% to break. 

* * 

cc It was at thi$ ti^ne you .returned to up, and 
overbalanced her preje&ed fae$iftcc. She con- 
cealed from you, and from us, the vile offers fhe 
had receded* and-fancying tfrey would pt ver bq 
again repeated, aflumed her ufual tranquility- 
The vifit of your uncle renewed her diftrefs ; 
a_n4. fhougji . ihe,, by ey^ry f*ratageo>, : endea- 
vour^ taavqid rneeting with, hjm.ajpnfl, )\? ha^ 
fpund flpportwity again, fa.-qxge hi* offers, by. 
promifes; and threatening,. he:hf$ denounced, 
(in caff 9f fce^ jcfiftance) on ipe^,;and on you* 

everlafling 
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ivetijfRing vengeance. His words were, that 
the anger of Squire Cyphon, compared to his, 
fhouW be asi the blowing of the fouth. wind' to 
the 'iYtefiftibl* fury of the north. He has even 
ventured to attempt' violence. Unable longer 
to'fuflfer in filence, from; fear of what confe-- 
quences may follow, fhe has befoUght me to de- 
fire you would forbid his prefence, and endear- 
vour to provide againft his threats." * 

..." f\r 
I had^tne difficulty to withhold myfeif from 

inftantly flying to wreak my vengeance upon 
him, but policy fuggefted the neceffity of diffi- 
mulation. V I flew to Eliza, to foothe her with 
my careffes, to quiet her feart, and to affute her, 
he might indeed threaten, but he 'had not the 
power to perform. 



»• » • 1 



> »• 



The talk of appearing wAh nry ufdaltran* 
quilllty before 1 TWodoric, was too difficult for 
performance; Baflioti dyed ' my ! checks' in fear- 
let the moment He approached: I trembled with 
rage, and was obliged to turn from him to fub- 

due 



* 1 j 
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due my anger. He faw inftantly the change in 
my behaviour; and not doubting my knowledge 
of his perfidy, fmothered hj$ cefentment, but in- 
formed me, that he had received intelligence, re- 
quiring his return that evening. I made no- at- 
tempt to prevent him ; I could not even conceal 
my fttisfadion, flattering myfelf that his ab« 
fence woujd reftore us tranquillity, and that Lhad 
nothing immediately to fear from his enmity. "; 

r ' • 

r 

* . * ■ -• • 

In fa&, I was at a lofs to difcover from what 
quarter, and in what form, his threats were to 
commence their aftion. I f was unconfcious of 
a pofitive breach of the laws of my country ; I 
poffefled in , Britain, a freehold efiate ; I owed no 
man a -{hilling ; and confiding in my own inno- 
cence, could not^poffibly guefs that perfecution 
hovered over us. 






it * * * 
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CHAP. HI. 



o 



N tbc fccond day after his departure, Mr. 
Hanfbn being foraething better, and pleafed 
with die cheerfulnefs in our faces, removed 
from his. room, to partake a trifling feaft we had 
provided, and to enjoy the little Tallies of youth- 
fixl fport, when our entertainment was deftroyed 
by the entrance of two officers of juftioe, with a 
warrant to apprehend Mr, Hanfon for felony. 

< l * For felony 7" cried I* flirting up^ whilft thci 
women trembled and 1 turned pale.— u Your 
rniftake, my good firs, Mr. Hanfbn never was 

guilty of an illegality." 

" That," replied they, " is not our bufinefs; 
for the gentleman's fake I hope fo, but he will 
do better to prove it on his trial than here. Are 
you ready to go fir ?" turning to Mr. Hanfon. 

In 



/ 
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* In the moment of perfecutioa, though op* 
preffed by the weaknefs of difeafe, that excellent 
man was firm and collected : he rofe, and giving 
his hand to the officer, declared it was perfectly 
right, he knew for what he had to fuffer, but hr 
did not repent* " I conjure you not to grieve,'* 
faid he, to us — " Your diftrefs afflicts me infi- 
nitely more than this mandate pf juftice." 

• " And what," demanded I, c * is die' crime 
you are charged with )" €i It is," anfwered the 
officer, " the a& of marrying clandeftinely two 
perfons under age." " It is ipe then**' cried I, 
c< who have ruined you. , It is I, whc* from mo- 
tives of felf-intereft, have brought you to dis- 
honour, and perhaps to public {frame. But, fir, 
.faid I, (carte knowing What I faid, cannot you, 
cannot you, accept qpd, who am in fa& the only 
* guilty perfon, in place of this gentleman* who 
is too faft "dec-lining, to fuifer long the puniflv 
rnent you Would inflict." I was 'Called. to my 
recolle&ion by the complaints of Mrs. Hanfon ; 
;be| {laughters hung round their father in tears. 
Vol. II, D an4i" 



\ 
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.awl offered tip io heaven the mqft earneft 
gyrayers. ' 

41 Arid can you,** faid I, u tear from the bo- 
torn ofthisfamHy, a man who, morally, has been 
guilty of no crime ? Is your hearts fo favage, as 
tto lead a man in his fituation to a prifon where 
privation rf air will anticipate his fentencef n 

* € All this i-sr nothing to the purpcrfe,** replied 
one, •* our duty mtift he done ; come, fir, wfc 
cnaft not ftand upon ceremony." 

Thus, in one moment, were we daihed from 
wr -elevation to the ground, and the cup of bit- 
•ternefs held up to our lips. I knew perfe&ly 
well to whom this ftroke was to be imputed, 
bot that I might n&S, by attending my duty, 
leave feehtnd me my wife expofed to outrage, 1 
accompanied Mr. Hanfbn, with myfamUy, to 
the town wfccic the county jail was. 
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**! paid a vifit to my uncle Thompfon, to fe- 
cure his intereft, but had it been of avail, he 
was too ill to take any a£tivepaft, and hisfoa 
was engaged attending by his bed* 

I now reproached myfelf for my ill-judged 
impatience, and felt as though I had been the 
fo]e caufeof this calamity, a calamity not a lit- 
tle augmented by the grief which inceffantly 
preyed upon Eliza, and embittered every hour. 
The health of Mr.'Hanfon now daily and vifi- 
bly declined, and! though his trial was to come 
on in lefs than a month, I had doubts of his liv- 
ing to fee it over*; but whilft I was jJreparing to - 
tupport his counfel with what little argument I 
was mafler of, I was my felf nearly overwhelmed 
in another procefs, of a nature which touched 
me in the neareft relation, and like the goad of 
a driver, urged me (already irritated) nearly to 
tfradnefs. This was no other lhan a luit, infti- 
tuted on the paVt of m^ father, to annul my 
marriage as void. 

t> % Thus 
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Thus hampered in the toils of a villain I 
would gladly have found {belter in the untax! 
^efert. I detected the proceedings of men* 
who under colour of juftice and law, could 
trample on the ikcred ties of union, and for a 
jnere point of formality, adjudge a punifhment 
greater than was annexed to a rupture of the, 
public peace, or an outrage againft fociety . 

— * 

The deteftable Theodoric, now he had • pu(h? 

w 
• 

cd u&he fancied into a ftrait without efcape, had 
the effrpntery to make overtures to Eliza; and 
tofhadehis proceedings, advanced, that as 4he 
was not my wife, (he was at that moment liv- 
ing with me in a ftate of Itcentioufnefs, and 
therefore her acceptance of himfelf was only a 
change of matters, fo much Indeed for the bet* 
ter, that whilft I fhould heap upon her and her 
relations nothing but miferies, he would eveq 
now ft retch out his arm to fave them, and placo 
them in wealth and happinefs. 

I was 



■ 
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I was afton iflied at an impudence fo glaring, 1 
and llghed for fome opportunity of returning* 
vengeance on his head. Meantime the trial of 
Mr. Hanfon cams on, and turned uporrtvyo 
queltions, their being no witnefs who could le- f 

gaily be forced to give evidence. 

' • •* 

( 

The queftions were, are you married ? Who 
married you? By a fmgular accident our cafe* 
eft me on the next, and Mr. Hanfon being found 
guilty, was remanded back till fentence could be « 
pronounced. I had difficulty to retain calm-- 
qefs fufficient to recoiled my defence; having' 
determined to plead myfelf,confcious that m«ch 
depended on touching thofe paffions, a difmte-' 
refted perfoa could not eafiJy afic& 

The cafe was proved to the fatisfa&ion of the 
judges, that being not only under age, and with : 
the abfolute diffentof my father, but even with- ' 
out banns, and in a private chamber, the mar* 
riage ceremony had beenperformed, \t was to all •' 

Dj intents' 
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intents and purpofes void. I arofe, and after 
obtaining leave, entered on the defensive* 

il In the firft place," faid I, u you have this 
infiant pronounced a man guilty, for the very 
aft you are now gping to prove was of none ef- 
feft, for either I am married, or I am not mar* 
ried. If IVJr, Hanfoil is guifcy of felony for 
having married us, then I am married, and he 
f offers the penalty y if I am no* married* birely ' 
yon cannot tranfport a man fourteen years, for 
the mere aft of reading over the marriage cere* 

* 

roony > which a layman might have done as Welt,- 
a/id to the felf-fame purpofe. Thus jh* cwte 
proportion U a negation of the other, ttat, my 
Lords, you have condemned . Mr. Hanfon fM 
having married- us in. a private chamber. Do 
you think the mfcaanefe of the place is a dif- 
ference in the fight of God I— But I aik your 
pardon for mentioning one who has fo little to do 
in this cafe. I will proceed toftate in a lawful 
way-^yqu hold, that the vows we have made, the 
ceremony we have ufed, & not binding accord- 
ing 
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mgto law; hut I-afk, do you^not allow the con- 
trmcl to be fo binding, as almoft to amount to 
marriage, and even to legalize a procefs of ali- 
mony, when a man limply fays to a woman). 
/ will marry y*u> and fhe, without replying in* 
the affirmative, barely does not oppofe it by 
word or deed ? — Here Then, cried I, is a clafi*— 
iit one point the mere prefumption is held -good, 
in the other, the mod folemn engagements dona 
away. My lords, I am extremely for-ry farther 
to trefpafs* and I hope what 1 now advance, may 
be confidered of ferious importance, and which 
otherwife will convert into a jeft thofe laws, 
which but for the minkms of power and chiea- 
nery, would render feven millions of people 
blefled. tt will be advanced, that as a minor A 
I could not contract an engagement, my mi- 
nority is now expired, fo trifling was the differ- 
ence; But I afk, does not the law allow a mi-, 
nor to contract for neceflaries ? A wife then is T 
not a neceflary-— but a companion, (I would 
foften the term of reproach) a companion then 
is: and thus in effe&, the law is. converted into 

D 4 a fan&ion 
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a fan&ion of proftitution. How many of our 
liobles and gentlemen, whofe morals are natu~ 
rally good, and who would have married but for 
this reftri&ion, which would throw nature into 
fetters, keep miftrefies in private ? How many — '* 

I was here called to order, and defired to 
plead to the queftion, and not to points of Taw. 
u I have ddne then,*' faid I, 4< I know it is an 
ungrateful fubjcdt, but this I would enquire, 
if my divorce is to be a tboro it mtnfa * n 

* " No," replied the judge, «« that would be . 
fappoiing the marriage to have actually taken 
place, but here there is a nullity ab initio, and 

you are each allowed to contradt elfewhere. n 

\ 

"Then, my lord," faid I, *' this is making 
a farce of your court. You annul my mar- 
riage to-day, I am of age and at liberty to con- 
tradt it again to-morrow : and I pledge myfelP 
before this honourable court, before all thofe 
jtfho are here aflembled, that I will have ha 
" - •- . other 
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' * m 

\ i 

other wife than this Eliza Hanfon, which pub- 
He promife I hold tantamount to an engagements 
on parchment, And np\fr, tnjr lords; and you,* 
gentlemen of the jury, I will trefpafs yet a mo* 
ment, in order to hold up to your deteftation,. 
t\\e man who, in fa&, is the inftigator of thcfe L 
rigorous proceedings ; and though infamy will- 
brand his name, 1 feat- jt will not coireft his. 
vitiated habits." 

a Hold J" cried the judge, •« we muft not al- 
low defamation in open court, and as this pro-; 
cefs is inftituted on the part of your relations, i 
furely you would not through thepi wound: 
yourfelf." . ' : 

I bowed, and remained filent, fatisfied by the 
countenances of my father and uncle, that I yet. 
held' in my hand a power to infli£t punifhmpnt f . 
by difcovering to the world the depth of their , i 
injuftic^ ':.. 

•' , :•• : 

M » * * J * • * 

;;.:., . D $ . ■. .; .Being, ' 
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t Being discharged from the <5ourt, and divorced 
from Eliza, I would have proceeded inftantly to 
procure a licence, had I not been withheld by 
rtiy doncem for Mr* fJaofofc. His wife and 
daughters were wfceping beOde him^ and my 1 
entrance fcemtd to augment their dHlrefsv 1 
prefled my beloved Elista to my bofoin in one 
tiornef of the dungedn; we wept at our misfor- 
tunes, endeavouring to give comfort to each 
other; but our father and friend* in the laft 
ftage of a decline, confined by heavy irons, oh a 
bed of ftraw, was a pi&tire too ibocking to bt 
dwelt on $ whilft his wife and daughters wept 
betide him, ahd not a little- augmented his fuf- 
feringS by their complaints. 

In Aw diftfefs (for a fum of money) we were 
allowed to pafs the night together, compared 
with which, my former imprifonment, when- 
condemned to brood alone on my foflerkigs, watf 
pleafure itfelf J fo falfe is that maxim -which 
fancies a divifion of diftrefs, by fharing it with 
thofe we love. No fl«ep clofed my eyes, no 

dreams 



THEODORE CYPHON. tff 

dreams of delicious fallacy deluded me a mo* 
ment from the fcenes before me ; all was one 
dark profpedt : and the mifery was augmented , 
by remembering that a father's hand was exalted 
to dsftroy when it fhould have faved: and if, thro* 
the heat of youths I had been led attray, he 
fhould have attempted gentfy to reclaim ; but 
now every tiew infliction raifed up the bitternefs 
of hatred; I abhorred the very prefentation trfhis - 
image, and imprecated on the head of TKeo- 
dbric ineffe&ual curfes. 

In this temper of mind, the morning dawned 
upon me through the gratings of the cell. .My 
companions enjoyed a difturbed kind of {lumber. 
1 hung over Eliza with that kind of fenfation a 
mother muft feel for the child of her love*, and 
whofe exiftence (he knows to be marked Wttk 
fatality. . I traced with fondnefe every mould- 
ing of feature, every grace that had charmed nay * 
youth, and depi&ed thofe faiiles which had 
once dimpled round her mouth. At my ap* 
^toaeh a tear fell upon her cheek; I (looped to 

D 6 imprint 
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imprint upon her forehead a kifs, and fighed as- 
over a treafure about to.be torn from tine. 

' Moved hy the impreffion of feme dream, {he 
ftretched but her arms, and clafped me to her, 
"murmuring in a half broken voice— "No, my 
Itufband, they {hall not tear me from you." 
This little incident touched too deeply on my 
feelings to be borne ; I flatted up— I folded my 
hands* " It is too muqh, too much for nature 
to fuffer !" cried I. " O God, give my foul re- 
venge; let retribution no longer be ftill." 

r 

-. My friends awoke at this exclamation, which 
I was afhamed to own ; apd after enquiring the 
health of Mr. Hanfon, I went out to enjoy the 
air, to reflect on the fleps I fhould tak^.— 
Wearied and. dtfgufted with what I had fuffer- 
ed in England, and feeing no end to the vindic- 
tion of my father, or the nefarious pra£tices of 
my uncle, I adopted the defign of attending Mr. 
Hanfon to America, and fettling in fome impe~ . 

netrahle foreft, where the labour of our bands 

■ j. 

; might 
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might fupply our exigencies, and the furplus 
provide againft the intruflons of weather, and 
perhaps in time afford us fome of thofe fuper- 
fluities, which are like fruits on the road acrofs 

% 0* 

a parched land. 

I began to calculate our expences, and the 

r 

probability of fuccefs in ftich an undertaking, . 
until I had finally eftablifhed our refidence* I . 
pleafed myfelf with the patriarchal profpe£t till 
I had loft myfelf in the wildernefs; and was 
brought back to a remembrance of the ills that 
overwhelmed me in torrents, by a tap on the 
ihoulder,and the magic words of" Sir, you are } 
the king's prifoner." 

* c I may as well," faid I, carelefsJy, " be the 
king's prifoner as not ; but I fhould be glad to 
know how I have offended him whom I neve? 
fo w .»— « Here is a writ,'? feid the fellow, " at , 
tbe fuit of Theodoric Cyphon, alias kprd D — r 
for board, lodging, and education to the amount * 
of two thoufand pounds in fterling currency ." 

I wa* 
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I'wasftruck dumb at this demand; and not 
having any one to give bail, nor choofing tb be 
taken to a bailiff's, Was conveyed to the debtor's 
fide of the priftnr. I was fo accuftomed to un- 
forefeen accidents, that I cannot fay, after the 
.firft furprife, I experienced any hew deje&ion; 
for being prefled down to the loweft, and blunt- 
ed to trifles, one grand confederation alone en- 
gaged my attention. The fhock was, however, 
too much for Mr. Hanfon ; it ,in one moment 
dafhed to the ground all his hopes of his daugh- 
ter's fecurity. He faw that even our marriage 
was diflblved, and that power could trample on 
every obligation, moral and human. 

It was with difficulty I obtained permiflion to 
vHit him. u Theodore," faid he, u and you, 
niy children, I am cpnfcious that now my exer- 
tions are over ; that this world will not long 
contain a foul that hath faffefed the inflictions 
of malignity. I have ftriven to fufler with pa- 
tience, totraft in Heaven for fupport, and if I 
fink beneath the trial, the weaknefs of huma- 
nly 



tiity mtift plead for partlon. One things-hut' 
one thing— I would rmprefs upon- you ill, it b 
the onty legacy f cart bequeath you, and that -is, 
debate not from the line of moral rectitude, and 
theft, though troddtn under foot by power, you 
will inwardly find yourfelves for ^ very far, 
above your oppiieflbrsj you will pofiefe that 
innate afiuratice Which Wilt open before you the 
gates of a fmilirtgeternity* Where Ac everlafting 
principle of life fhall difpenfe to you an equiva- 

lent reward.* 

» • 

A (mile played round the mouth of the* dying 
man - y a momentary fire flafhed in his eyes. 
Thus ftretched on the ftraw, In the bottom of a* 
dungeon, with no bbjedt of pfcafiire to excite his 
regret, he Weaffied out his fdul with a gentle ; 
fighyand a talrtmefs the wicked can never in- 
herit. 



* * • 



:j * 



Blunted as I was, and deadened to the keen 
arrows of mifery, I felt that yet I might be fen- 
fiWy touched, that the fancied callofity of my 

heart 
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heart wag vulnerable. I turned t ouhd 'my eyes t 
in a fort of ftupor: I beheld Mrs. Hanfon 
finking down in a fainting fits, I faw grief in 

m 

the faces of the girls fo dreadfully fixed, that no 
tear ftarted in their eye* I beheld the once 
loircly face of Eliza the image of death; I clofeel 
my^y^s^n the dreadful prefentation,and found 
pleafufe in believing; niyfelf nearly, choaking, 
and th^t I {hould foon be releafed. : 

A little cold water, dafhed in my face by the 
jailer, however, recovered me, though my brain 
whirled with the {hock, which had endangered 
rationality. :My former fpirit, in fome degree,, 
began to return. Opposition roufed the finking 
particles of fire, and brought ray deterioration ; 
to a tonqof action, I remembered how much. 
refolution, had aided my. efcape: from the mad- 
houfe; and I drew fome comfort, by refle&ing*. 
that in the evolutions of the wheel of life, my* 
t^uir of elevation mud come. 

I-I • -r; 

r Thusi 
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Thus once more mafter of my reafon, I 
wrote to my coufin to fell the eftate, and fink 
my annuity, to the amount required ; in the 
mean time endeavouring to cheer the fpirits of • 
Eliza* It was ftrange, that one accident fue- 
ceeding.to another, conftantly delayed the time 
I had appointed to procure a licence, and as if 
fate had interpofed, now when I again turned 
my thoughts to that purpofe, Mrs. Hanfon was 
taken ill of a fever* and not being permitted to-' 
remain in the prifon, her daughters attended her 
in a private lodging. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



© thai ray font had. wing*d from earth its flight* 
Ere deeds like thcfe had burft upon my light* 



I 



BELIEVED that my enemies would con- 
tent themfckci with (fending aloof to behold 
my fufierings, without inventing new model of 
torment: thus I more readily trufted Eliza 
from my fight, and waited with greater patience 
the exertions of my coufin, who, notwithftand- 
ing the recent death of his father, bufied him- 
felf toferve me. 

The fever of Mrs. Hanfon daily encreafed, 
and fettling on her fpirits, eluded every effort of 
art. Thus in lefs than a month {he was laid 
^befide her hufband, adding one more to the long 
lift of vi&ims who have fallen before the arm of 
degjotifm. My coufin, confeious of what I 

* muft 
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mtift fuffer, haftened to vifit us, informing me 
of the many delays he met with in railing the 
money, which he imputed to fome mfidious 
practice of my relations. He -touched on the 
nuljity of my marriage; and finding I ftill con- 
sidered -Eliza as my wife, advifecT me, the in- 
ftant I regained my liberty, to fly to Scotland, 
and no longer allow the accidents of fortune* or 
defigns of malevolence to divide us. 

I thanked him for this htot, reproaching my~ 
felf for not having ere this adopted it. I in- 
ftrti&ed him to have every thing' ready for our 
ffight a* private as poffibfe. Blir, alat! who 
can defy with impunity the threats of grandeur 
and ridies*! ' Who can fly from the infcrutabie 
eye bf wealth! My uhcle^by means of afpy» 
whom he had procured afnongft the miferable 
wtetches that £irte <f out their exigence in du- 
ranee, traverfedoar Whole defign, and perfectly 
underftood the method we had kid down* Per- 
haps tt> facilitate our deftrucYion, he confented, 
with apparent clemency,, ta fign a general re- 

• * leafe* 
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leafe, on payment of two-thirds of the two thou- 
fand pounds, my coufin generoufly advancing a 
moiety till my affairs could be arranged* 

Towards the dulk of the evening, as we had 
concerted, he came to declare me free, to open . 
the gates of my prifon, and lead me to my ex- 
pefting bride. He informed me that he had. 
given. Eliza and her fitters notice to be ready > 
for us, and that a chaife was in waiting to pre- 
vent a minute's delay. , 

*' . ' .... 

We walked htftily to their lodging* which 

was only twp ftreets diftance, and ran up flairs 
without warning, in the delightful expe&ation 
of finding them impatient to attend us. I fan* 
,cied to myfelf a repetition of thefe, bluihes that 
had formerly adorned Eliza, when firft fhe pro- 
mifedto be mine, when firft I received her 
trembling hand from her fainted father. But 
this was a dream of gaudy foundation, and va- 
nished as the (hadows of fancy. A fcream of 
furprife broke from Sophia and her filler, at our . 

entrance j 
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entrance; each eagerly demanding what had 
^happened to occafion our fo fudden return. 

i 

" Return l u faid I. " We are but this mo- 
ment come from the prifon. But where is 
-Eliza?"— " O, I know not, 1 ' cried Sophia. « O 
my fitter ! what will become of us ! $he is al- 
ready gone, and you not to have feen her !" 



« When! where !" crWd I, in diftraaion. 
*' O horror! what is it that has happened? 
Where? with whom cam (he be gone?" I was 
too much agitated to attend to their anfwer ; but 
my coufin drew from them, that a man, in a 
da/k coat, had delivered a mefiage as from us, 
defiring Eliza would, for particular reafont, 
haften alone, and immediately, to fach an inn, 
our former rendezvous being inconvenient: con- 
viriced by this latter circumftarice,and the token 
of a ring, (that I now, for the* firft time, difco- 
vered had been ftolen) that we were in waiting; 
fhc had not hefitatcd accompanying the man. 



*• * 
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This was the fum of an information which 
fixed me in a momentary trances a cold chill 
gradually ran through my frame, and large 
drops ef fweat gathered 09 mybrovyy Edward 
w^s alarmed at the change of my feature, and 
/catching me by the arm, Ibauted, as to waloe 
me from flqep, and endeavoured tp infpire me 
with the ardor of purfuit* I ftarted at the fugpr 
mons, and kiffingboth my fitters, with a mourn- 
ful tone of ypiop , bade them sujieu, as though 
my foul had been fenfible of the long faiewel k 
was taking, and of the dreadful ftuSerings b^ 
fove it. 



{ t 



IVty ooujGo took on him&if the talk of erir 
<juiry> jriy ii)ir^l whirling in wild contufio« r and 
spy whole, intent being oa purfuit ; Wt whom* 
crwheice.to purfne, was not eafy to difcovpr : 
we gathered, indeed, that ? poft*ch?ife and £w 
had, f about ^halfaxi' hour before, drove off with a 
perftm fyc.hj 3$. we. defcribed, tq^er with .» 

&*$$ W> w.% ,f^« fcw4wi tot forthef 

they knew not 

• £'Z Jlorfet 
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- HoHes were quickly provided, and not a mo* 
ment loft in haftening after them ; but owing to 
the darknefs of the night, no traces could be dif- 
covered beyond the eighth mile ftone. " Coir- 
Hn,** fatd I, in a voice agitated by defpair, " to 
me, miferable as*I,am, life is become' an insup- 
portable burden ; and as I cannot even accept of 
your goodnefe farther, I will fearch bymyfelf 
• into^thcden of this monftep— I will either finil 
Eliza or perift." 

It was in vain he attempted to diffbatle me 
by reprefentations of danger; Twas armed 3vith 
ptftols and defpair, ana* putting fpurs to my 
horfe; rode off in the dark. The generous 
young man followed for fome way, but it I 
could not aHow him t6 entangle hirrifelf in my 
caufe, I turned down a crofs road, and loft him 
in the dark. My horfe unaccuftoraed to lb 
much exertion, and not infpired with the rage 
<ef his mafter, began- to flag, and vvas with diffi- 
culty made to advance. I had alfo entangled 
tnyfetf in toads that I was a ftranger to, and had 

the 
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the confolation of believing that I traverfed'them 
more than once. Impatience augmented my 
diftrefles, till having jaded the poor animal to its 
laft exertion, it fell beneath me, and toy foot 
catching in the ftirrup, was fo preffed that I 
found it impoflible fc>rife. 

I firetched out my hand to reach one of the 

piftols, with defign to finifh on tfye fpot, the 

mifery of my fituation, but the fair fdrm of my 

beloved wife prefented itfelf, and the pi&ure 

which I had in our momentary profperity pro- 

« > 

cured, feemed to beat in unifon with my heart; 

I cherifhed this phantafm of a fick imagination, I 

flirunk from my purpofe; and the laft advice of 

Mr, Hanfon recurring to reflection, I lifted up* 

mine eyes towards the dark concave ; of heaven, 

but I wanted courage to addrefs a petition t to 

a Prote&or whom I fancied had deferted me. 

>In this fituation I remained feveral hours* 
during which I fuffered the' nioft excruciating 
•tortures of mind on the fate of Eliswu . J knew 

* ' 

9 that 
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that from herfelf I had nothing to.'fear. I 
knew that open violence with her would not 
prevail? but I knew alfo, that Theodoric was 
guilty of actions even daemons themfelves 
would bliifh to own.; yet I traded that the dig- 
nity of virtue Would awe him into refpedt, and 
at leaft, for a time, bar againft outrage. 

* 

In this fit uation I was difcovered by a peafant 
going to work in the morning ; and having re- 
leafed me from the horfe, which was a&ually 
dead, he conduced me to his cottage, (landing 
by the road fide, at the diftance of a hundred 
-yards. His wife undertook my cure ; and the* 
part being considerably fwelled, made ready a 1 
fomentation of warm vinegar (he procured at a 
diftant ale-houfe. To me the pains of the body 
were only fecondary con fiderat ions. I difco- 
vered in many circumlocutory queftions, that 
this cottager was 'related ' to a family in our 
village* and as he teemed poflefled of fufEcient 
fagadty, might unfufjteftedljr gather iriforma-' 
tkm fear would* hold froAi myperfohal enquiries.' 
- V^lWI. E Having 
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Having given him inftru&ions to proceed, he 
fct out, whilft I bufied rayfelf writing to my 
coffin, though at every period I laid down my 
pen to give way tt> the bitternefs of refiedion. 
At night my emiflary returned. He had made 
every enquiry without effe<ft, having learned 
merely, that my father was gone to Ireland, and 
that Theodoric had not been on his eftate fince 

my trial. 

From this I gathered their fufpictons of my 
revenge ; and I began almoft to doubt that it 
was my uncle who had trepanned Eliza. I or- 
dered pofting^bBls to be fixed in the principal 
towns, offering a reward to any informer; but I 
fpon found I mud have divided myfclf into fifty 
divifioofl, if I attended to the numerous preten- 
tions pfmfbrmation. ~ 

My coufin came to vifit me in the cottage ; 
and if a mind, agitated as mine, could receive 
any comfort, it was in thq kindncftof his atten- 
tion ♦ He had fecured ;ft> ttaphia a place sis at* 

tendant 
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tenant in a fchooJ, and the younger a place as. 
lady's maid; in both of which fituations they 
would be fufficiently prote&eci: and he pro- 
mised, at every future opportunity, to befriend « 
them. * He took leave of me, his own affairs re- 
quiting his attention; and being confined by 
my leg, I was neceflkated to fit ina&ive, a prey 
to every melancholy fuggeftion ; furely no time 
of my life was fo dreadfully tedious, «very mo- 
ment called me to exertion, and every moment 
was loft in painful ina&ion* 

Thus fifteen days paffed away without tidings 
«f Eliza* I fometimes indulged the fuggeftion 
that fhe had been affaffinated, or transported to 
fotne other country. This was the more feafi- 
ble,^ the marriage we "had a fecond time pro- 
jected, not having taken place; thus I mould be 
*t liberty to contraft again, and I doubted not, 
*rtien they ihovld have, as they fancied, fuffi- 
-dently humbled me, this.would be the propofal: 
but I determined, to bar againft a momentary 
wcfcknefe, and raifing my thoughts and my eyes 

£ 2 towards 
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towards heaven, i fojenjinly y owed,, throughout 
the duration of my earthly* ex&ftenc6>: nev£r to 
many any, unlefe it were Eliza, without cer- 
tain and uncontrovertible proof of her.decdafe.jf 

. ,On the fixte^nth day, one of n*y coufin's ferp 
vants brought me a .letter, dire&ed tahis houfe, 
I inftantly knew the dire&ion to be Eliza's. . I 
opened it with a thoufand forebodings of evil> 
and read it to the end, with the refolution of a 

» 

man in the laft efforts al defpajr, 

, " ONCE, dear Theodore:, my heart fondly 
called you mine; once it beat with tumultuous 
delight at the tender name of hufband; but it 
was prefumption to think, that happinefs could: 
refide where, inequality of flation was fo greatly 
unproportioned ; and my mind mi (gave me, 
even whilft it liftened with a woman's credulity 
to your pi&uresof felicity, and was content to; 
feerifice its prudence to give pleafure to the only 

man 
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man who had ever caafed it to vibrate with de- 
light. 

" But no longer, even in the eye of law, 
or of nature, are you mine. My heart beats to 
parting at this- fad farewel. Theodore, your 
very name now thrills through my foul with 
horror ; yet the name of him who will forever 
be beloved is conftantly rifing to my lips, and 
departs with a figh on the winds. .1 know that 
your love is equal to mine. I know that I am 
about to Wound your peate for ever, and I feel a ' 
fecret fhudder'at what you will fuffer-at this 
moment. * Theodore, I am now no more the 
Eliza that you loved — I am the mod wretched 
atnongft women, and can no longer boaft that 
purity, which was the only, portion I inherited 
from my mother — the orily charm that could 
^Knk you to me. 

" O Theodore ! my eyes refufe to be moiftened 
by a tear j my forrow is rooted in the fecrets of my 
heart: and defiled, as I am, by a man whofe 

E 3 name 
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name I cannot pronounce without abhorrence? 
I make it my lad requeft, that you will enter on 
life as though your unfortunate connection with 
Eliza had never been. And yet- O Theo- 
dore ! what would I write ! The World is td 
me a barren wildernefs* I am blafled in my 
youth; and the lightning of power has fallen ori 
me with deftru&ion : the very light of day it 
Joathfome in my eyes— for unworthy of you, my 
existence is hateful. 

" Forgive the complaints that break from m* 
in the bitternefe of anguifh, and attend to the 
circumftances of my deftrucTion. You muft 
know how I was deceived into the fnarrs of 
your infamous uncle, who attempted not to of* 
fer one word of comfort, or indeed to let me 
b^ar the found of his detefted voice, till we flop- 
ped at a lone houfe, the fituation of which I an* 
ignorant of. 

41 No fervant appeared to attend us, and 
Jumfelf untied the bandage that confined me, 

>T|d 
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and by force made me enter die houfe- I fell 
at bis feet, and entreated him not to commit fe 
heinous a crime as inceft, but rather ftrike n\t 
dead aV once* He bade me fear nothing ; and. 
failing malicionfly, « What/ 9 faid he, " do 
yon think I would honour you fo far ^ No, poor 
wretch. This is to be your prifon for life \ and 
my degenerate nephew fliall be obliged to marry 
according to his rank*" 

" I was comforted by this fpeech, which I 
hoped might be true, as it took from me imme- 
diate apprehenfion ; and as he behaved with a 
pompous kind of civility, I the readier accepted 
fome refrefhment, which I much flood in need 
of. , On a fudden I found my head giddy, an 
irrefiftlble ftupor came over me; and when I 
awoke in the morning, t found the cruel wretch 
befide me, and that I was no longer worthy of 
your name, 

■ 

** I have written thu» far with calmnefs. I 

am diftra&ed, Theodore—I cannot write my 

E.4, feelings. 
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feelifigs^ ; O God ! ; why -was I .born, to be the 
yi&im of luft—rtbe].inlftrument of inceft and 
violence ! In vain I look back for comfort-*-I 
fee only a long catalogue of fufferings: and a$ 
fince confeious of paffion, I have tafted little but 
difappoirjtme;nt,I am willing; to. haften from the 
burden of rayfelf. But, O Theodore! my 
fenfes fwim, when they look up to the fummit 
of that happinefs they had once dared to attempt, 
and from which they are fallen for ever. 



j t 



. ^»" AH my <pridfe* my felf-eonfe<|uenceJsdone 
^way ;$ and thofe attainments 1 gloried in, as 
fitting me far your companion, now only 
fharperi the fenfe of my debarment* 'Young, 
juft ftepping into ^life, with you my partner in do- 
mefticity, how am I fallen, and my hopes buried 
for ever in the duft ! My years, if years are yet 
appointed me, muft be con fumed in fighsand 
tears. A mother's pleafures will not warm my 
affe&ions ; for, O Theodore ! thou wilt not by 
me be a father, and to the Crimes of your uncle 

is 
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is to be added, the premature deftru&ion of your 
fon: ' ■ ' ' 

• > ■ r\ - ■ ' ■ ' *• ' ' ' 

' ' ' •■ » - ' ! 

f 

•'Clouds,' impregnate with blacknefs, hang 
over me. Time itfelf cannot pour a balm into 
my foul-— oblivion cannot cover my dishonour, 
uniting" at once adulteryand mceft. O Theo- 
dore ! I linger in my lad adieu ; fain would I 
embrace the obje6t of my affections, but it is a 
woman's weaknefs ; and the only fhade of com- 
fort that now glances on me is, that my remem- 
brance will ever dwell with you — that you will 
weep for me— that? you* will figh the name of 
Eliza, and perhaps I itoay inhale the breeze 
burdened with fo foft an impreflion." 



* 



*.; 



My eyes clofed at this dreadful period. My 
ibul had drank the deep cup of woe to the dregs, 
and ftupefecYion whirled through every pulia- 
tion. Every object was wiped at once from my 
remembrance. I ceafed to be confcious of my 

E 5 txiftence 
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exigence. The noble faculties of man were 
bewildered, and the immortal fpirit knew not 
itfelf. In a word, midnefs fired my brain.— 
I can no longer write at the fearful refle&ion ; 
and paufe to overcome returning (enfations* 



During this period, when all things were 
veiled from my knowledge ; when the a&ions 
of man no longer difturbed me, and I enjoyed 
the delirium of riotous phantafms, ' my coufin 
took charge of me himfelf, to prevent my again 
falling into the hands of Wbarians, 

Whether I tafted happinefs during the fuC- 
penfion of what we term reafon, I cannot tell. 
The whole is as a diftant dream, where no one 
image returns with connexion. I remember 
Ibat my leading idea was Eliza ; that I indulged 1 
day and night in careffing her pidure; and that 
] fancied I was going to be married to her who 
was already and for ever tow from me, 

It 
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It was many months before this ftorm began, 
tafubfide; and even now I am at times thrown, 
from the equipoife of judgment, and tha^by a 
trifle, which to the eye of indifference would; 
appear of no importance ; from thence you may. 
account for fome traces of mconfiftency, and 
perceive form; clouds remaining, which, like 
thofe after the body of the ftorm is gone by,, 
fcatter a partial (bower. 

When recovered to a confcioufnefs of felf, I 
found in my manners an unrterfal mutation. 
The pleafore I had tailed in fields and groves 
was no more *, the charms of liberty and fenti- 
ment were fled; the whole wojld feerned an. 
univerfad blank, in terfperfcd indeed withshafms, 
but not oae objeft to give me pleafare. The 
fineft days, when the fun fhone with chearful 
brilliance,! would fpend in fome dark, room,, 
brooding in melancholy filence ; and when the 
heaven* (battered vengeance on the earth, then I 
delighted to behold their rage, andranout to par* 

E6 take 
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take in the ftorm— to enjoy the uproar of na- 
ture. 



My coufin endeavoured to, touch me with 
harmony, but it was long ere I took delight in 
any other founds than the rolling of a drum, or 
the deep bafs of an organ ; thefe, by the fubli- 
raity of their tones, never failed to charm me 5 
find for whole days I delighted to run over the 
keys of the organ without undcrftanding a note. 

. ' No kind of literature had power to engage 
jne. I few nothing in hiftory but a lift of mur- 
ders and ingratitude; in fi&ion, evil, with vir- 
tue fuffering, and rewarded only by an , impro- 
bable ftretch of the author's invention ; and in 
biography, good qualities tortured to angelic 
perfection, with vices varnifhed over, as human 
failings^or thrown altogether into the fliade. I 
concludedifrom the whole, that in every poGtion 
of life,, much evil was certain, and any good 
precarious. 

Poetry 
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* Poetry was only the flights of imagination 
ere&ed on impoffible exiftences. By it, the 
country, where labour is the order of the dlay, „ 
was converted into enchanted groves * and peace- 
ful meadows. I faw not the ruftic (mile of con- 
tent, as he balked in the lap of eafe or beneath 

* 

his laden hows. I faw indeed much mifery and 
the tears of. forrow. I faw not the fimple plenty 
fmiling on the * nut-brown board ; but I faw 
fcarcity and a wretched pittance, the repaft of 
poverty.' 

Thus my eye turned with melancholy on the 
dark portrait of human exiftence, and my un- 
derftanding was charmed only by the reflexions 
of the wifeft of kings: for he fpent his days 
without war : he faw that in much labour there 
is little profit ; and that ambition was vanity 
And vexation of fpirit. 

The letter of Eliza gave a conftant keennefs 

to my feelings, and feemed to infpire me with 

the fpirit of revenge ; but on wjiom was this to be 

- ■ : j taken 
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taken, and what vengeance coukl I make to juf- 
tio? ? The bonds, of afintt y were broken ; the 
law did not farnUh tAp fufictent (ati$&&»oe - r it 
could dot reftore Mr. Ha&ibn to life; it conicfc 
not reftore 'me back Eliza without fpot ;, it coakt 
not reftorerny fort toexiftence ; it con Id not gire 
me back the years of fuffering I had undergone* 
It was a weak and puny inftrament, in Compaq 
itfbn to my wrongs. It was in my cafe a nuU 
fity of e*ifience; and like a man who dwelkon 
fome great defigri, fome vaft accomplifluneD*> I 
buried myfelf in dark corners, to turn in my 
mind the revenge I fheuid take* 



CHAR 
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CHAP. V. 



•Animorum 



Impalfu 9 et caeca magnaque cupidlne dufti. 

JUVINAU 



By bliixd iifiptdft of eager paffion driven. 



D, 



U ATH alone could fatisfy the injury I 
had received, and that becaufe it was the higheft 
limit of my potency. «• Yes,*' faid I, to my- 
felf, u you may boaft of your abfolute will, but 
you cannot like me, mflift death ; my hands 
hold over your heads the fword of deftru&ton \ 
I can at pleafare divide the breath of exiftence, 

m 

and from this hour I hold at vrill the tenout of 
your life."* 

There Was one a rgum en t which overcame 
my difficulties as to the legality of the a&kxi ; 
for I was wiffing to recon c ile my proceedings 
fcj argument. '* The law*" laid I, "defines a 

man 
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man and his wife as one ; the law allows the 
woman a right to deal death to a man who of- 
fers her violence : the injury is the fame to, me 
as to her, I therefore, as part of my wife, have a 
right to take up that authority." 

In this fyllogifm, which fet out on a wrong 
hypothecs, 1 forgot that the law had divided us, 
and that it only allows this a£t of refinance in 
the moments of violence. I knew that by* this 
a&ion I fhould become obnoxious to life, but I 
wiflied to die; the hand of the executioner; had 
notterrors for me ; dungeons, chain*}, and* fcaf- 
fold, are only , to be feared by the pan whp is 
confciousof guilt*. I knew the- pride of tyiy fa- 
ther .would be fhaken, I knew he would curfe 

m 

the hour when he had ftimulated me tp retalia- 
tion, when he ihould find the name ©f Cypfion 
in the regifters of the condemned, and fee the 
hopes of his houfe expiring on () a gibbet. » But 
my feelings delighted now in infliftmg punifli- 
ment ; I was pleafed with the vexation I ihould 

, , - . create 
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create him, and night and day turned in every 
pofllble point of view the projeft I had formed. 

It was now that I again took delight in read- 
ing, as it ftrengthened myrefolution, and placed 
the a&ion as patriotic and praife- worthy! I con- 
fidered him as a tyrant, a fecond Scylla, who in 
the wantonnefs of his might, played with the 
paffions and feelings of men, and I gloried in 
my purpofe of flretching him equal with his 
fellow fed. A little incident that happened at* 
this time haftened my refolution. 

•• A poor man whofe head was covered with 
grey hairs, and whofe countenance tefiified to 
his labour, with a wife fuffering under the pal- 
fy and a broken confutation, had, for want of 
an cftablifhed means of fubfiftance, fold matches 
round the country for fome years. But now, 

m 

like the racc-horfe, their courfe was run, and 
not being able to reach any other parifh, crawled 
to the overfeers of the one where my uncle re- 
fided, craving permiffion to breathe their laft 
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figh beneath the ihelter of the wretched work- 
houfc, 

> 

Thefe humane gentlemen could fay nothing 
to the petition, without the .concurrence of 
"Theodoric, as their coffin* would have coft three 
or four (hillings.. He was fent to, but as they* 
did not Mong to the partfh, the over feers were de* 
fired to give them a paflage to the next; that in 
its turn might pafsthem to the next, and h on r 
till they could claim a fettkment; and thu* 
might they have run the gauntlet of a jbotkn, 
famed for benevolence ; but it happened one of 
<he wbeel-barrows t containing the man* war 
overturned, and his arm fradured in the* fall, 
which loaded the pariih with his burden; but 
his wife was laid on the high road of the next, 
and (hortly breathed out her exigence with no 
charitable Samaritan to adminifter oil and wine, 
after her efcape from xht thieves. 

" And flnll this pafs," cried I, when 1 heard 
it? " (hall the Britifh nation be ftigmatized by 

a proceeding 
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a proceeding like this ? No. I will wipe out the 
ftain, and reftorc her to priftine luftre." 

" And how?** fiid ray coufin gravely, who 
did not comprehend nofy defigh.— " How !" re*' 
turned I, " by bringing to jufttce thofe who 
abu&her* and enwrap villainy in the mantle of 
law."—" Take care, I beg," find he, " once 
already you^ have Coffered from greatnefs, be* 
irate, left it again rife up and cruih yon." 

At&i wyited no confidant, I forbore to tell 
him, that a man refolved to die laughs at 
earthly power ; and I retired to turn over my 
dark intentions. I wrote down ray will, which 
I left behind me fealed, making every difpofi- 
tion fo hazardous an enterprife could require. 
My littk' fortune I divided between the three 
daughters of Hanfon, appointing that the por* 
tion of Eliza was to remain feven years un+ 
tonched, in cafe that period mould elapfe with* 
out her recovery. I left behind me a letter of 
thanks, containing a hint, that I intended learn- 
ing 
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ing England, and thus at once put it but of the 
power of my enemies to hurt tne. 

I left his houfe in the night, and purfuingthe 
plan I had laid down, haftened to Liverpool^ 
from thence embarking for Ireland, in order to 
fink every trace. I landed there in a different 
name, changing my deportment and attire. I 
ftudied a flrange accent, and returned to En- 
gland through Northumberland. The drefs I 
now aflumed was that of a beggar, concealing 
the youth of my features beneath a wig andfong 
beard— a baiket, with a few ballads and fomi 
gingerbread ferved me to bend over, fupported 
by a crutch ; and thus I ventured through the 
villages, to the center of niy uncle's domain. 

*I could fufficiently confide in mydifguife, 
having paffed unnoticed through our village, 
and even gathered fome anecdotes relative to 
myfelf. I learned alfo, that my flight was 
lenown, that fome fuppofedl haddeftroyed my- 
felf, and laftly, that Theodoric was returned to 

hi* 



his caftle, which I eafily imputed to his belief of 
fhe latter report. 

• A tear fell frdm *ny eyes, as I paffed thfc 
ground where Hanfori's cottage had once flood; 
and bent my fteps towards my father's houfe, 
which I wiflied to fee. I alfohad fdroedefire 
to behold hirafelf, to • contemplate thofe favage 
features, which could, uarnpved, doom a foii to 
miferyt • • ♦ .i/ L :../ <'ir.;.' 



- « 



1 learnt from the fervants, that he was gone 
tovififerat a gentleman's feat, and having pro- 
miftd the girls huibands and wealth, and hand- 
foroe<lafles .to the. men, I was treated in the 
kitchen with a tajikardbf aJeandfixpcricc, as 
a reward for my chyromaatic.-flrilh "../.«• 

I had nearly, however, : overrated my part, 
by mentioning fame things they, were fure the 
old man muft have told me. I had even teme- 
rity, to forewtfn them, that forfie great perifon 
would foori die in the: cototry ; thus afterwards 

it 
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it was circulated, that Satan h*d appeared in 

m 

tlie Squire's kitchen, that Grange lights bad been 
feen walking from the hall to the church-yard, 
that thr candles that night burnt bloc, aad moft 
women bad dreamed fomething extraordinary. 

One circumftance I had learnt gave me con* 
fidevable uneafinefc, which was a cuftom Thecn 
done hadr of being guarded by two fcrvantt 
when he went out, and his cattle was constantly 
watched by two fentinels. " This," thought I, 
afar all, '* is fopnfc fatistfa&ioh ; the tyrant 
trembles in his retreat, and his crimes are hi* 
puni&ment." This panic was alfofharedby 
0039 fathdv who, like Oliver Cromwell, never 
Uy twice together in the iame room, would de- 
part without warning, on a vifit to ibme*dfer 
country feat, went always armed, and if the 
bnflies on the road fide were agitated by the 
wind, he would ftsnrt apd turn pale. 

Thus, I had the fatisfe&ion of inspiring *hcin 
with tewor, though die difficulty of admiffion' 

was 
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was thereby incretftd. 1 advanced m my d& 
guife to the houfe, and aflumiog my fanflion 
of prying intp futurity, fdon was encircled by 
the fesrvaott, who Uftened with gaping trtdbx* 
lity to my fkilL It was dark before 1 had 
fioifhed my oracular forebodings, having pur-* 
pofely fpun them into kngtjb, and feeing they 
had no fufpicion of my perfon, I afked them 
boWly to admit me into foine of the oat-houfes, 
the night being too cold to fleep in a hedge* 
After focae difficulty, it vyas agreed 1 (hould 
deep in the ftable, and a$\Bo opportunity arofe 
$o advance my grand defigo, I accepted tbe.of" 
fer, that I might at leifure ipake farther ©bier- 
vations. 

* 

. The night was extremely dark, and covering 
oiyfelf with fome hay, I lay wholly concealed 
in one of the ftalls. In about an hour, I heard 
the door open, and the hoftler who had been ab- 
fent, entered wit)* a lanthern, which he. fet 
dovyi}, feating himleif on a com-chdt. After' 

fcratching bis head*. ao4 looking round, as if 

confidering 
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confidering fomething he had to perform, he 
examined his watch, *and fpcaking to himfelf— 
« Til be domed/ 1 - faid he, " if it yean't teil 
o'clock, an I niun be with Bell in an our,] an 
got all thefe here horfes to foder. Dang her; 
I wifli the parlour window maybe faft, ife more 
fit for bed than courting, yaw !" 

This was one of thofe fortunate chances that 
often favour the bold; but now the difficulty of 
efcaping unfeen by this inamorato, was no little 
concern: fortune, or rather juftice, flood my 
friend, and at the fame time fuggefted to me a 
Scheme of no little importance. The corn hap- 
pening to run fhort, the hofller was obliged to 
fetch more from the granary, which time I em- 
ployed in efcaping from the ftable, taking with 
me one of the livery coats, which hung upon a 
pin. 

My beggars difguife I threw down the draw- 
well, and 'knowing the way perfe&ly in the 
dark, was not long gaining the parlour window, 

- It 
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It was urifaftened, and without noife, (my ad* 
ventures at the madhoufe having taught me pre- 
caution ift thofe expeditions) I flipped in, afid 
found, myfelf in the parlour. 

1 flopped a moment to confider the vaft de- 
lign I had in hand. I ftrengthened my refolu- 
tion, by recapitulating the wrongs I had dif- 
fered, the defttu&ion of my friends, my wife, 
and my fon, and no longer hefitating, I pro- 
nouncfed with Caefar, the die is caji\ and feeling 
' all my courage arife, I haftened up the main 
ftaircafc. A light which crofled from one room 
to the other, ftartled me left I fliould be fruf- 
trated, and feeing that all was not yet quiet, I 
pafled into the rooms on the firft floor. The 
doors being v open, I retired to the innermoft, 
fnkn whofe window I had often gazed with 
fjieafure at the fpire of the little church, wheTe 
then Mr. Hanfon officiated, but now it was con- 
cealed in impenetrable darknefs. 

Vol. ft. I" . Left 
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Left I might be difcovered by the entrance of 

' » " . ■* 

fome of the fervants, I laid down beneath a din- 

■ * 

ing table, where I remained lillening to every 
found, till twelve o'clock was ftruck by the 
hall clock Without (hoes and without a- coat, 
1 left the room, and haftening up ft airs to my 
uncle's chamber, perceived before it was top 
late to retreat, a lamp hung above the door, and 
a man afleep before it. Once, snd but once, 
the thought arofc to difpatctvhim; but recoiling 
at the inhumanity, I returned, and by a private 
ftaircafe entered another fuit of rooms that hap- 
pened to be open, and from them I got into the 
library, adjoining to which was his chamber. 

A light gleamed through the key-hole. I 
advanced with the flep of the midnight robber, 
fcarcely venturing to breathe, and looking 
through, faw him fitting befide a fire, reading 

fome letters. My blood arofe to fermentation. 

J . t .. 

I inftantly opened the door, and flood before 
him with a dagger in my hand. He trembled 
at my figure, perhaps thinking it my unembo- 

died 
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died form, but recolle&ing himfelf: " What ! ,f 
cried he, " Theojdorc! how have you entered I 
What is your pijrpofe?" ' . . . ? 






<C 



Can my purpofe be. doubted," cried* I, 
monfter of inhumanity ? This night heaveu 
has doomed the limits of your exiftence; this 
night, thy foul, dyed in human gore, loaded 
with purple crimes, muft ceafe to riot here in 
fafety : but where is Eliza? anfwer this, or you 
are inftantly dead." - 

He arofe at my threatening pofture, and pro* 
bably thinking his guard had betrayed him* 
feized a piftol which lay upon the chimney. » 

" Theodore," cried he, jaloud, and ftepping 
back, u tremble at your raihnefs ; begone in- 
ftantly, or you will not have the liberty^ Eliza 
is not in my knowledge — Do you go ?" 

'* Np, mv Lord," cried I, " I am come 
with determination to "pour curfes upon your 

F 2 head ; 
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head ; I am come to execute juftice. tnframir* 
tnretch ! infamous, deteftabte coward ! you havfc 
contaminated my exiftence, you harre nrardcred 
my (on, you have committed inceft with my 
wife, you have tranfported young rlanfon, you 
have dug the grave of his parents, you have 
outraged humanity, and for thefe crimes thou 
JhiftAie." ^ 



this moment I heard a voibe at the door* 
I believed his guard was alarmed, and advanced 
haftily upon him ; he fired, but miffed me, and 
I ihftantly ftabbed him to the heart. v He reeled, 
and fell over the chair, pronouncing faintly, 
4 * Ycte have killed me, Thcfodorc ! You have 
murdered your uncle !" 

An undefcribable horror vibrated through 
ihfery corner of my frame. The blood of my 
uncle dyed my clothes, and marked my face. 
I ftarted with dr$ad at my figure, in a large glafe 
which flood oppofite, and nothing prefented to 
my ideas but murder. The dagger yet reaking 

in 
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in his blood, I held in my hand ; I lifted it up 
to give myfelf the laft di^miflal before the fejr-i 
vant fhould enter, the door being fattened on the; 
infide, bqt my eye glancing on the papers, per* 
chived a letter \yr^teo by Eliza, and fcarcely 
confcious pf wfeat I did, \ fetched it up, £&£ 
fted d$wp the back, (fcair;, 

I feemed bewildered in fojpe fearful dream ; 
I was too cpfefc&d to connect my thoughts, aq<& 
atyprefence of mind wasdire&ed folely to flying; 
to a diftance . from fo horrid a fccne, a (cent 
which feeme4 to pqrfue* to haunt xpe » for of 
felf-prefcrvatiqiji, I had little regard— a^rder ! 
npurder! founded in my ears, and I repeated 
w*t,b horrors I fled» " I am a murderer/* 

r 

In that elevation of foul, when man if raifed 
afeove himfelf by the agitations of paffion ; 1 
continued 1 in a dire£t line over hedges and 
pitches, fwimming two rivers in the (pace of 
twenty miles. I then, for the firft time, fat 
cfcwn to reft, endeavouring to dill the tumult 

F 3 whi$h 
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which whirled in wild uproar through my brain. 
' I had loft my dagger I knew not how, but my 
letter was fafe in my bofom, and as morning 
begun to dawn, I concealed myfelf in a thicket. 
. 1 reflected whether it was not moil prudent at 
once to quit England, for I felt a kind of pride 
in eluding th# enquiries I knew my father would 
make, and as I durft not deal out to him the pu- 
nifhment of Theodoric, nor indeed in my cafe 
was he equally guilty. I knew that fo long as 
I eluded his knowledge, he would fufrer equal 
alarm, and expect the hand of affaffination in 
everv (hade. Befide this I had another motive 
to live, which wa$ the hope of once more feeing 
Elifca, ft*r as 1 fhc Jhad fufFered contrary to her 
will, I conceived it injuftice to forfake her un- 
fojght, and now eagerly defired a re- union. 
My mind having, in aceomplifhing the revenge 
which had folely engaged it, loft one objeft of 
its purfuit, now returned to more tender re- 
flections. The letter I had haftily taken up, 
Was fomething like mine, filled with reproaches 
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ttf himfelf, but without a Angle line to conduct 

p ■ • - * . f f ~ : : 

to her concealment; 

t 

Formerly, when flying. from the mad-houfe,! 
I jenjoyed a confeious interior peace of mind, 
but this was now deflroyed. Timidity made 

* r 

hie flutter at the falling of a teaf, and when fa- 
tigue prefled down my eyelids," tremendous 
images flitted before me. The figure of Theo- 
doric weltering in his blood, never a moment 
left my eyes, and I repented that I had taken: 
from heaVeri the tau^ of vengeance.' 



i 



There is fufely tk> crime named amongft 
men, equal to murder ; it is depriving a man of 
etfiftence, who has equal right with ourfelves to 
live ; it is extinguiftiing that part of ethereal 
bting, which no remorfe or fuffering can ever 

illutriin J a ! t6l It was fong before my mind by 

, ■ - t ■. ■ 

evefy argument ofreafon and fophiftry, could 
be tuned to compofure, and never again will it 
^rfjoy that tranquillity it pofleffed, whilft no 
dBtltt of Us innocence arofe. I now experienced 
' : F4 the 
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the verity of Mr. Hanfon*s counfel, and wept 
m tears of wormwood and gall, tbe fatai influ- 
ence I had yielded to paffion, which fweeps like 
a deluge every thing before it. 

I pafled the reft of the day without taftingj 
-feod in the thicket, nor durft J venture out till 
qight, though benumbed and ftiff with continu- 
ing fo many hours in my wet clothes, without: 
changing pofture, and after fo hard an cxercife, 
X then ventured out, and dripping off my waift- 
coat, which Was flaincd, Wth Wpod% I QWf)e^e& 
it in a bufli, and cutting myfelf a ftick for de- 

» 

fence* fct out again, oa a nain(u4 '(Miqtu. 

< 

The country I entered on was. wild and 
dreary, with very little fign of cultivation* and 
I wandered long and painfully,' in hqpe$. of. 
meeting fome hut where I plight procure r^frefti- 
ment* heiijig exceedingly faint, and almoft wil- 
ling to lay down,, regardlefs of the event. Still* 
however, I had refohition to proceed, and to* 
warcfc midnight came up jp^cottage on the road 

fide* 



fufe* I k«ocke<l at the door* after fotefc tinpe si 
rpan appeared at the upper window, and de- 
manded wha* 1 w^nt^d at tfaatftHHUf j ** Friejid,'* 
faid I, " I am poor a man who have been rob- 
bed arid ftripptd ; J; aw dy*flg with h^ngpr> and 

b*g y©* will adrwt tm% w ai feaA give, me fcuiew 

thiflgtaeaj," 

" If you a*beer* robbed*" iaid he* < c yoirt a*no* 
pay for what ye'a* and I a/ nothing &► give* for 
a'be but a day labourer.? 

" Softly," f*id I, '< though it is true I have 
been cobbed, ye( I have referved in a private 
pocket a few fhiUinga* and you fhall not lofe by 
your hpfpitajity*" 

Thefe wo?d$ touched the humanity of the cot- 
tager. I wa&lefe into his miferable (belter, which 
agftttttedtjbe W&4 in fev$ral di.peftiona A few 
faggots were kindled into a blaze, and whilft hjfa 
wife was making ready fome oatmeal porridge* 
I bargained for an old waggoner's frock, the 

F s only 
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onfy article of drefs he could fpare from his per- 
fbn, together with a pair of wooden {hoes, my 
feet being lacerated with walking barefoot. 






He expteffed fotne . fufprife that my fhoes 
were taken* and for a moment I could tiot think 
of an anfwer; as to have imputed it to thg VaJuc' 
of the buckles, would ill have agreed with the 
poverty of my appearance; hut placing it to, 
their intention of preventing my purfuit, 1 came 
clear from that difficulty. ( 

Thus equipped and refrefhed, I again fet out, 
but as the morning began to (Jrafa nigh, I (truck- 
away from the toad, to feek fome' fhelter fibm 
the day. I palled along a path that lined the; 
banks of a river, and was entertained by the 
fpof ting of the fifhi and charmed by a landfcape 
truly romantic, which the radiant ftreakings of' 
the receding beams of the fun, gikled and 
adorned. .-•*'.-<-• » 

"• . * « Haying 
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'"Having gone as I judged about three miles, I ' 
came to the ruins of a caftle^ whofe shattered 
walls feemed to bow obedience to the winds, and 
were crowned 1 with wy 'and mofs. The mokt 
waV'bnly fuflSclertttb fujipty 'a ftream for brook- ' 
Ifthe and watfet-itrefles, and in fome places was • 
filled wholly up by fragments of the wall. I 
paflfed Over, entering the fquare, once the abode 

f ' e 

of grahdetir, but 'now^e poor had found fhelter 
in its ruins; thus thofe who had reared it, now" 
when in decay, again regained pofleffion. 



\r t 



"The prefent refident was an old woman, whom 
years had 'bowed down to tKe earth, ahd though 
oft£e fhe might! fiive caufed fighs' in the bofdm 
of youth, ner f countenance now retained none of 
thofe graces j'flie was, in fa&, " ihe Jadhljlortan 
of the pcnfive plain " and lived here in a dwell-' 
ing reared from the rubbifti, and roofed 'with* 
rufhes; a little oat cake, a fmall portion of 
fkftSffiied milk^arid the creflfes that grew in the 
riioatj continutel her exiftehiei and unpoffeffed 
! F 6 of 
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ofc earthly wealthy ihe lived unenvied, bujt ntot 
unknown. 

Such was the figure I beheld on ^terbg Xhp t . 
open fqua*e,, and recollecting the qaar* of iod&- v 
pendence, who had preferred ^ craft, of bread: 
awd open air t to hofpjtality and 3. workeboufe* 
I was about to fly 3S frpm. a ferpent, but her 
keen eye had perceived, me, and (he demanded 
njy b.ufi#e& 

{ 

4 . < 

• c My bufinefs," faid I, " is to afk fome re- 
frefhmeitf, and directions on my way, fwn . 
which I foppofe. I have confiderably ftcay^d."— . 
-** If fo," foid (he, " you arc welcome, tofuch , 
a* I have, and if ypu are hungry ,. it will £0, 
down*, for hunger, young man, is the beft of , 
fauces^ follow me, and take care of your head 
a&yop come irk." 

I was pleated with, the fteedom>of he* map* 
ner, and fat down. £*mj{iarly in t}*e onJjf* rqcuflh 
Ihe had ; afluliet of milfc W as pkced on the fire, 

and 
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and an oaten cake on the top of a three legged 
ftool, fhe fat down on a fopha of turf, entreating 
me to eat, with a fmile of welcome, which dif- 
placed the wrinkles of >ge— and here let me do 

juftice. t# wy W9&Y wowen* fecJaaH mjLdif- 
treflesaad<watiele$mg$> them I haye ever found 
poffeffing (pompaffipn^ generoflty, and pity. 
With them the impulfe of kindnefi precedes con- 
fide ration, and the hand is held out to reliev^ 
ere tie tongue ttrtqaireaiioto the ea$*» • -> 
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Attirad insight, aroiuid'her head weflHBift*, "" 
And in one hand (he held a death's head. 
T'other did clink a maflive chain, ehlink'd' 
- With daggers; ♦-• . •/: 

r f f * ♦ | ? *• 

-A ' ' i v -». '.<.<• i . ' iJt : . ' • j 

jljLS was. natural, out difconrfe turned on 
the remains of the building around us, but 
no knight of legendary lore, was ftraying from 
his paternal domain ; the cafe fimply was, 
that Oliver Cromwell had, in his ufurpation, 
battered it down, and the prefent Lord preferred 
v an elegant villa to old' walls, feldom coming to 
vifit his tenants. My feet which had been 
very much torn in my journey, now refufed 
.their office, when I would have departed, and 
confidering the privacy of the fpot, and its dis- 
tance from the line of purfuit, I agreed to re- 
main till better able to travel. 



My 
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IWfy hoftefs would have gone to the village: 
to procure me fomething better than her com* 
rnon fare, but this I would* not allow, as I was 
accuftomed to the meaneft accommodations^ and 
moreover feared {he might raife fufpicion By fo . 
tfnufual a provifion. . » ■ 

I m . s 

i • 

I perceived that the fighs which efcaped me, 
excited her attention, though flie forbore to en- 
quire, endeavouring to divert my melancholy 
oy many rural ftories of ghofts and love affairs. 
I was pleafed with this attention, hecaufe it was 
the genuine offspring of. goodnefs, as my mean 
frock could give her no ideas, of. my. birth or 
fqperiority.. In the afternoon, I lay down in 
one corner to.repofe, and feeing me afleep* {he ' 
went .out that I might b£ alone, walking along 
the path by the riVer. 

i * * 

Two men who happened to be coming that 
way, faluted herewith the ufual enqtiiry-of what 
news, and to her anfwer of ignorance, told her ' 
that Lord D— — had been murdered, and two ' 

thoufand 
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thouiand pounds reward offered by Squire Cy- 
phon for the murderer t whom it was fupno&d 
was his own fon: " What!?" demanded die 
old woman, « furc he would not lung hit own 
fon?"-** That I dare % he'd nat ftiek at, u 
faid the man, " or his own father, if he could 
get fixpence by it ; befides, mother, you know 
when the fon is out of the way, he comes in for 
the title and eftate." 

« Alack a day !" faid (he, « thefe be tin**, 
when the father wifl hang the fon, and the ne- 
phew rounder the uncle ; but tell me, how was 
ife~-ii the fon a wild youth?' —" Not that I 
knew, but they fay he went mad» for- love, and 
that ho broke out of confinement and killed his 
uncle^becaufe he wouM not let hiav many 
whom he liked.** — " That is a. pity," faid. flie, 
u I would not be a lady, if I might not have the 
matt I lifced, for att the King of FranceVdtmi- 
iticiM*"-*-^ Well fakly my bfs, v replied onef of 
them, hughingv * ntor I .finppofe if Theodora 
Gyphon was tfi come ia your way, you would 

not 
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pot gjve hkntjp for the two thqw&nd ppun<fy 
reward."—" Not I, troth," faid flic, " I mpuM 
go mad myfelf with two thoufand pounds, ge- 
:mjra. I fhould be.hangipg mytelf, and befides 
I fhould always fee hi) ghoft." 

« 4 Ha, ha* gjye. m^ tp$ mqntp and I warrant 
hM( fbpft. won 't frighten me, " 

Thus ended their converfatfon, and fortu- 
pately (be was too much engaged with the 
ftoijy Q\$ had h^ai-d, tp mention my beipg with. 
fe$JV Iwaj? v yet : afleepwhen flie returned, ,andl 

jp^ waggpnen?'* frock hei**g open at ths. breaft* 
and tip waidqoat <pn, the. pi&wi of EJi^^.h^i 
flipped frpro mj ftiitf, hanging down by th* 
ribband. 



A pi&ure fo valuable filled heir with furprifit % 
and the wbitenefs of my bofom fo different from 
what my habit fuggefted; excited her fufpicions ; 
foq compared tbeftory ftie had jvft heard, 'with 

■i j the 
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the vifible diftrefs which had marked my befia- 

• i - ' l * * * * v * - . • 

vrour. ' * * ' 
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' "Theodore!" faid flie, '«* why do you flee£ 
. folong?" ' ; ' ■' "■ 

» 

'/ I wakened with furprife at the loiirid of my 
name, and in my firft confufion, demanded^ 
*• who called me?" but recovering, and think- 
frig I had been dreaming, we looked at each 
other' with " mutual embarraflment ** Young 
Aran,"* faid die, '*« you need not be alaf tAefi, L f 
mall not betray ybii, though twb thbufhna 
pounds are offered' for yoii; I iVHl f! never (kl\ 
the life of my fellow creature ; \mi asyoii' hafve 
ftained your hands in bloody jnou muft * hot re- 
main with me; yom may be fure I fhall fey no- 
thing of your having been here, but how could 
you Be gifilty cJf foWfe acrinie?*' *"''"'<* A 



>; h. j r . fy -• 



" To you, my good mother," I Replied, '" I 

t f> » 

wilt open myfelf, fince f perceive that murder 
can pever be concealed, and as I am weary of a 

life 
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life fubjeft to perpetual apprehenfion, and un- 
ending perfecution, the two thoufand pounds' 
ihall be yours; I furrender myfelf your pri- 
forier> and thus I (hall repay your hofpitality." 

*' Far be it from me," faid fhe, cc to do this. 
I have feen fourfcofa years and upwards; 1 have 
feen the lands change their people, but in all 
that time I have never feen happinefs, and now, 
after fo many years accuftomed hardship, and the 
moft fcanty living, it would be nopleafureto 
feed on luxury ; slnd though I abhor thy crime, 
Iwill riot bring thee to death." 

4 4I Woman," cried I, rifingup, and taking^ 
her in my arms, " may Him who delighteth in 
mercy deal it to. thee. To give me up for the fo- 
litary confideration of rewdrd, would b& unwor- ' 
thy thy fex, unworthy of thy virtues ; butjuf- 
tice perhaps demands me at your hand,' for by * 
death can the crime of death alone be atoned/' 



« But, 



*t 
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u But," fajd (be, " I arn. informed yoo wetr 

V No," cried I j ,€ I h*ve beea infi|ne; I 
have been loft in a happy delirium; but this ac- 
tioa was calip premeditation, adopted on the- mo ft 
acute, feafoning; and though I am now ferry, it is? 
not that I think myfelf^wrong, but that I flopped 
to revenge, and flayed the arm of Omnipotence," 

I then related to her the outlines of my fuf- 
ferings, and taftcd ii% the tears {he (bed the nlggr 
fure of fympathy. She now freely offered me 
her cottage, alluring me of its (ecurity, and that 
I might regain, with her without fcarorfufptcion. 

On the evening of the fourth day of my <• 
abode with this hofpitable matron, I went down 
to the moat to gather fome crefles, without per- 
ceiving a man who was fifhing in the river ; "| 
flopping and fauntered about viewing the place* 
recurring to the times when its grandeur was at 
the height* and its proud battlements bade de- 
fiance 
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fence to the weather. I considered the Evolu- 
tions a man of ljjirrt and genius might create m 
the world. 1 wifhed for tmmcfrtality and ihvi- 
Ability; and then, faid* I to myfelf, I would fa 
change the face of tl)is earth, that one targe fa- 
mily (hould inhabit it ; war fhould ceafe, and 
ambitious fnen fhihe in virtue afld thofe eritet- 
prases of difebvery and commerce that afe at- 
tended by danger arrtd toil. 

I was 'fo wrapt affd loft in the various ramifi- 
cations of fo immenfe a defign, that 1 returned 
earclefsly to x>ut hut, without perceiving I wsfc 
ebferved. It feems my waggoner's ftock had 
betrayed me, the labourer of whom I "bought it, 
having circulated the eircumftance with lamen- 
tations, that his Ctrl genius prevented bis $&> 
taining me, as it would have made a man of niiri 

for life, . 

» 

As the fame 6f my valour, and dfe'fperatfbn 
had fpread with exaggeration to this part of the 
comttry, die mm who had obfcrved me duf ft 

not 
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not venture alone to attempt any thing, but 
watching me into the old womai/s.hut, ha,ften- 
ed to procure affiftance. "" 

v • • - • . 

ft 

It was a cl^ar nighty and my hoftefs, on fome 
occafion, happening to go to the door, after our 
{upper, perceived three, men advancing acrofs 
the moat with precaution, arid looking, round, 
as if fearful of being betrayed. 
t ' 

With a prelence of friind, which preferved 
me, (he ran in. *,* Theodore,*' faid,fhe, " you 
uiuft inftantly fly ;, take that old foldier's coat 
under your arm, and hafle fox your kfe." I 
flarted up.ifc too much hafte to embrace my 
kind prote<9xefs, and another minute had been 
too late. The clearnefs of the night, which had 
hitherto contributed to my prefervation, now 
was againfl me, as ferved my purfuers to dif- 
tinguifh my flight. After pafling the moat, I 
entered on the path, following the courfoof «the 
river, and could plainly hear the found of -their 
feet behind me, every moment ^gainin^ upon me, 
. , There 
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There was nq chpice of rqads> and the on,ly al- 
ternatjive was to, leap into the river, but even 
this . I feared to adopt, as moft probably; they 
could fwi.m as. jivell as myfeif, an,d my wet 
clothes would, when on the other fide, retard 
myfpeed. 

In this exigency I recollected the expedient of 

* * • * ■ • • 

Caius Marius, the Roman. conful, when pur- 
fued by his enemies, the place being, fomcthing 
parallel, which was probably what had ftruck 
me, I flipped as filently a$poffible through the 
fuflies, defcended the bank, fitting down in the 
water, amongft the fedges gnd rufhes-, referving 
only fo much opening as ,was fufficient to hear 
and obferve. . . . r 

-»- . . ..' • "i\ i . : • <* J 

My purfuers were quickly on the fpot where 
I had flipped them, and coming to a ftand, (for 
they had kept me in fight) began to beat the 
bu(hes,.one of the moft courageous venturing to 
defcend to the edge of the river. A$ I fcarcely 
breathed, and the fedges ruftled with the wind, 

■ • . • 
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he could make no difcovety, and pert&ps fetrfui 
of my flatting upon him unawares, he haftened 
Up to his comrades, declaring I mtrft be gone 
further,' and had dodged them by diving. 

It was agreed therefore to proceed. No 
fooner were they beyond hearing, than I re- 
leafed tfcyfelf from ifiy difagfeeable fitUation, 
^fid- taking off txiy frock, fent it down the tlfeam, 
that they might fuppofe me drowned. This 
Was fcareefy performed, befote 1 heard them re- 
tiling, /wearing I muft be fomeways here-' 
ibouts, and that they Would watch till morning. 
Like a hunted rat, I again plunged into the 
water, for near two hours continuing emerged 
vp to the chin, and under the painful neceffity 
of remaining ina£tiv£, though benumbed with 
cold, as the leafl agitation of the watet might 
raVebetrayed me. 

. . i 

Their reTolutidfi of waiting" till morning W 
gan to fail as their hopes of tlie two thoufand 
founds became lefs; and' repeating to each 

* other 



«tbcr ^ooae of the wonderfol flerie* *hey hvi 
>c«rd ef j»y anions, agreed that I muft deal 
with tbe devil, and had v^nifhed on the ipoU 
AfP^ng^ <?tJiQr, things that had confirmed tUi$ 
(agacious Krencltajion, was the cirownftances in 
circulation of my >u#de ? P -murder. Jt wa$ 
known that he had a guard at his door, that two 
centimes night **d day w*t£hed the hotrfe. 
Yet, »waftwithfen4ing ail this *igUan$e> I bsuj. 
found my way into an inner chamber, leaving 
behind me a pik of (hoes and a <^oat in the din- 
iagroenv This coat, whkh was known t& 
3kwic hung up in the ftaMes, the fcoftler fwore 
-was taken off die fin 4y an invifibje handy 
whilft be was Jcloaning Jfee hordes, and that run- 
**ing out in a fright* he ftw a blue flame come 
from one of the windows? and heard groans in 
the bottom £>f the weH, where "was found th* 
clothes of the sfortune-ieller in ptyria per/on^* 

At this description, repeated hy one of the 
countrymen, they were .filled with apprehen- 
sion^ and the circumftances of my finking be* 

Vol/IL G fore 
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fore their eyes, raifed their fear to fo great a 
height, that rifing tip, and looking round with 
careful precaution, fliey went off at full fpeed, 
and circulated round the country, thatif I did 
not deal with the devil, I could certainly be- 
come invisible whenever I pleafed. 

ThougTi rejoicing at fo narrow an efcape, * 
which I owed to the credulity of mankind, I 
durft not venture back to the old woman, and 
dripping with wet, and trembling with cold, I 
continued to follow the path, carrying the fol- 
dier's coat under my arm. My body was 
inured to fuffering, and hardened againft exter- 
nal concuflions, or viciffitudes fuch as I endured 
would have deflroyed me; bat I now took plea- 
ifure in keeping a whole county on the ftretch, 
and eluding the vigilance of all whom two 
tthoufand pounds could excite, at the fame time 
I knew the terror which, would dwell in the 
bofom of my father, and though furrounded by 
friends, infli<5t upon him a fear equal to what I 
fuffered. 

„ Aliollow 
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A hollow in the bank of the river fupplied 
me next day with retreat, and being far from 
any houfe, afforded both comfort and fecurity. 
Ere the day broke full upon me, 1 had formed a 
kind of breaftwork with t buflies beneath the 
overhanging earth, behind which I could ob- 
ferve all that paffed, without being myfelf open 
to dete&ion. The deptli of the dub of water 

a * • • • 

before me prevented the approach of idle boys; 
and thus 1 paffed a whole day without taftmg 
food. At night I again ventured out, and in 
fearch of fome wild fruit exercifed myfelf fuffi- 
*ciently to reftore a due circulation of blood ; but 
of thofe, owing to the earlinefs of autumn, I 
could not collect any quantity, and hunger 
.called aloud for relied 

The river again Tield out to me means df pre- 
fervation; and now of neceffity, I pra&ifed a 
mode of fifliing I had learnt as a youthful fport. 
I defcended to where the ftream was filent, 
fliough not deep, and raifing the edges of the 
flat ftones, and thofe which flood hollow, hy 

G * groping 



v 



1^4 THEOMHE CYPHOV. 

groping 'f applied myfelf with feveral fine tracts* 
"^hofe jj^cdjity obliged me to eat raw, arjd af» 
tfumdly cmftom alone renders cookery indifpea* 

it 

v 4^We, for infiegesand famines what load\fo*pf 
^ubAitvities ^re Dot devoured with guft. 

$Iot being uofor in danger of actual famine, J 
♦retired agaiMo my foclofare, where "the day "was 
<£>ent in coateoiplalioa, and g^ngpifi thefleepy 
fireaov A twig, * leaf, was a master of amufe* 
i?aer^t, and when a humble rofe to the tqp* I 
TOarfced the effe&s of its e^lofipn. 

A week was paflbd In this j»aniier > hut cotv- 
Tidering that now the heat of purfuit nfiufl he 
over, and being fatia ted with ina&ivfty, I deter* 
mined to venture out at all hazards, and conti- 
nue to be guided by the coirrfe of the river. 
After having pafled near fyre miles., as 1 judged, 
I entered a field of turnips, wfekrh to rne baiaM 
the charms df an orchard, laden with the rjipft 
-delicious fruit* I fet down to etfjoy my good 
foi^tuop, a#d fowd g>y ljpirits and ardour arife* 

whilft 



whilft my paft esduraiux, fckt the folk of the- 
campaigner, were foaget m the fleeting pofldk 
Con *f the iifflanC 

Hat fog provided a Kltte ftr the renting day* 
1 fet forward with fyirits, intending to crofs tbtt 
<totintry, and efeape to Holland, a* I perceived 1 
the hwpoffibiftty of finding reft in England, and 
my foal eagerly defired to hear tidings of Eliaa,; 
for I propofed no longer to exlft, than while fa* 
t&fied flie yet breathed in the fame fphere of be*- 
big. The path, after feme miles* opened upon? 
a road ftriking off, as I beHered, in thedtree* 

lion. I intended to purfue* 

» 

• » 

T had not proceeded 6r betote t eame to aft- 
hedge alehoafe, whofe open doar and cheerf*i& 
fire ihf ited ifce weary traveller to refrefc* I 
considered that I was effe&nally dtfg\#ed, and' 
being wholly a ftraflger* could itet raife faf^i- 
cian, ftiould my ftory be known; wherefore 
trufting to chance, I yielded to the temptation 
Of a. rejref 1 fo much required. 

€5 2,, * fet * 
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I fat down in one corner by the fire, and at- 
fuming the Caledonian accent in my demands, 
pafTed as a common * ftranger. I foon learnt 
there had been a fair at a Neighbouring town, 
which occafioned their being open at this hour. 
I had not fat long, before three perfons alighted 
from horfc-back, and fat down at the fame table, 
on the oppqfite fide. The news of the day, and 
the price of cattle being adjufled, one of them 
enquired if the famous madman, Theodore Cy- 
phon, had yet been feen fince he was faid to 
have vanitfied by the fide of—— river, juft at 
Deadman's Plunge, • ' - . " 

I trembled at my own name, fitting filent 
that my confufion might pafs unobferved.— 
Every one was ignorant of what was become of 
me, .and laughing ridiculed the opinion of thofe 
who had followed me, whom they fuppofed had 
invented the tale, in excufe for their own mif- 
carriage or cowardice. " For," faid the laft 
fpeaker, " I'll maintain, that for a live man to 
fink into the earth, and yet live, is impoflible j and 

as 
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as for this here Theodore Cyphori, I knows him ' 
as well as I knows my own father. He's as 
much* flefti and blood as any of us; and only left 
me get along fide hkn%?' 

I admired the effrontery of this conclufion ; 
ancl but for my dread of dete&ibn, fhould have 
enjoyed their conjectures, each* allowing if I was 
not invifible, I was invincible: but a piece of 
information I learnt, threw me into one of thof* 
disorders of mind to you the fubje£t of fo well- 
founded a fufpicibn. One of them, who was a. 
grazier, had' that afternoon been at the village 
near the abode of the old woman who had (o 
kindly given me flielter. Me there learnt, that 
as I was fuppofed to be leagued* with- the-ddvil, 
and had'vaniflied in.fmoak f (he, of courfe, being* 
old and poor was taken for a witch by the coun^r 
try people^ who arofe, one and all, to exhibits 
their zeal in purifying the country from, fo im*- 
jjious an inhabitant* .* 

G4j Shot; 
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She was dragged from her miferable abocfe^ 
and though her aged eyes wtre dimly turned to 
Heaven, fof mercy, they hufrriisd her to the 
river that flie might undergo the aqueous or- 
deal. She did not fwim, as was expe£ted, 
banting €foe gift of fupefn&airal talents, but to 
diei* furprifce fanft to the bottom, expiring 
<nro«gh fright, age, and fafibcation> Before &* 
<*ould be fakeft ouf. T he villager* retired, con- 
vince* ftie wa* not * tf itth* and ettded thdtf 
day r S exploit, with' butying Iier at the pari{h- ert- 
jterrce, to' the honour of dur enlightened under- 
Handing^ and flte gkfcry of the eighteenth £*ft« 
fary, fe feared hy the heroes of the mouth* < 

At- tfefe rfartatfoe n*y tfoutvtenai^ii cfcaftg&k 

the fntfg of afe dropped upon the fldor, and 
fctery eye \tf as turned towards me. An elderly 
countryman, who was eating his bread and : 
cheefe, fried his attention on me with a look of 

* A tranfaftion like this took place, not otit of rcrocm- 
taace, nor a hundred miles front Notti ogham • , 

fudden 



fadden recolfo&ton, and turning to the matt 

« 

who bad pretended to my. acquaintance, de- 
manded what fort of perfon I was, obfemng, he 
was cither out m his g»e% or the foktier Was. • 
Theodore hinfefe& 

Thi* was ad foorter fqggefted, than tfly &£*; 
and figure ftruck them, aad-each ftarUB& up^ - 
declared Imuft be the niao* 

« 

m \ 

The eminence of the danger aroufed me from - 
my lethargy. I a*6fe, and iti an elevated voice, ~ 
u Yes," cried I, " lam Theodore* I am the 
Mian who foaps iroa bars like ftraWty who can 
vaniflfr when I pleafe, and traverfc on the wings 
*£rfie wind. Standoff then, make way, or ft 
legion of daemons fliaU mftatftfy wbiri deftnft— 
tion around and about ye l n : 

An addrefs fo unromrnom, aft affion and 
manner fo ftrange, had the intended ef&&, and 
aitf impelled by invifible inbpulfe, they flunk 
touGk, no t oflbing to ftop my ffogrds to the 

6*£ doorj 
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door, nor did the hoftefs venture to demand piy* 

merit for my fupper; 

• * 

; I haftened forward with fpecd, fearing; when 
their panic ffiould have fubfidedj the temptation 
of two thoufand pounds would conquer their 
fuperftkibn ; nor was I wrong in this fuggeftion, . 
as, from fir ft laughing at each other's- trepidation^ 
they proceeded to vaunts of their valour, and at 
once agreed to purfue me and divide the fpoiL . 

Ail afarmingdifcovery I had made, confideft- 
aWy abated my fpirits, as I learnt from a mile*- 
Hone tfcat I had taken a circuitous ramble, being 
little more than twenty mile? fronrmy father's-: 
but at the fame time recolte&ing that, if withia 
the influence of his power, I had eluded his re- 
fearches, hbw much more might I reckon on . 
fecurity when I attained 'a diftance where his>, 
name ftbuliM* unknown; . ' 

* • 

. 

$ looked behind: me v and fewimy purfuers ad- 
vancing; before me> and faw a. common, wheie 

''2 no 
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no ifaelter offered, and where my only chance - 
of fafety was fpeed or fuperior refiftance. My 
retaliation was equal to* any form of danger; . 
nay, I felt a'pjeafure in appearing foraething 
fuperior, and trufted not a little to my perfonal 
prowefs, if fo urged (by men .trembling with . 
fuperftitionj that its exertion ihbuld be indifi 
penfihk. . 

If was one of thofe cloudy nights, when ob* - 
je&s are indiftin£Uy feen, and fometimes loft in 
abfolute darknefs * yet on the extent of a wild I 
could expe£t little from circumftances fo favour- 
able. My purfuers, el&ed with ftill holding . , 
main view, exerted their. fpeed in proportion as 
their hopes encreafed; and being nearly, fpent • 
with running, I halted a moment, ta reflect. I 
perceived, through the gloom, ata-diftance on 
the right,* a gibbet, with a man hanging Jp. , 
chains; I exerted my fpeed, and .the darknefs. 

then favouring me, climbed up, and clinging 

• ... 

round^rfie dead body, was fufpended in. the air. ' 

G6 Tfec 
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Tfte <fcttafrytafei*, alntoft a<l the fame inAah^ 
dafhe up, ftbppmg HvHfc reacted terror at haV»- 
loft me ; for diving to the glittMneriftg lights and 
Hie cohfufion Afy- wdffe under,- I had appeared 

9 

to vaniflv from the moment I vrzt ^fcendkig the 
gibbet, rtiy bddy hot being feen; 

They were no longer afliamed of expreffinj; 
their terror and aftonifliment ; one of them 
fiHirtgort hft knete^- with Ejaculations to Hea- 
Vert for ifleifcy on all His patl fins rind offences. 
*The bftiett flood ftfemfcfing, afraid to tutfft theii: 
backs, and dttadmg to fey ; no doubt Heartily 
tepentfng their felly m exp6&mg to take, me, 
and voting to amend their Htrts if foflfered to 
dbapc alive. 

■ 

Wliilft they Wf 6 thus Wottdarfiig, and thefr 
teeth chattering ftitfc fbf,* bnfcze of wind 
ruffced acrofs the Common, and prfcfling on th'e 
gibbet, the nifty iron gavfc a har/h creak, it 
which they let up a cry of difmay, atfd "Would 
have fled, but their pious companion was fallen _ 

on 
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on his face. My fituation was far from plea- 
fant ; but my mind was unloaded by falfe fuper- 
ftitton, and having brought it to a£t with calm- 
nefs on mod occafions, I perceived that, by a 
proper ufe of this accident, T might fo imprei* 
feft&r on the country, that I ftiould be afoiott 
able to matt* thfrmgh it With impunity in the 
foce tsf day. They had, thetefore, no fooner 
latfed tfreit eowpafiiofi on his feet, than I nit 
tered a deep gtoitt, and fwingiag the liooptog, 
fcifcftted a ftoife grating an* foiem'n. It fffe *K*r 
JfcffiMfc human nature could endure more ; felt 
f>refertatiort became the only impulfe of a&iom 
The ttiati, a* if ftfuck With feme efaftiem^ 
tfiififc, daftfcd fcrwafd, drying trnt-iue was dead; 
fetid as t now raffed i»y voice With aitewl, nbttfr 
tarried to look behind, and happy W&s he who 
-dii* rt^t find hittlfotf . , ' 
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L: REED. by. their folly from fo imminent *a > 
ddnger, Idefcended frowi my difagreeable fitu&r 
tion, my flefh fhrinklng. as it* were, fitom its 
loathfome company, and I underwent a momen- 
tary pam at remembering that my a£tion£ ha4 
iBerited, nay, thakJ,wa$ a&uaUy; flying'from^ t 
fimilar, fvrfpenfion. . I proceeded, on my way - 
over tHje common* pitying in my niitidnhe 
-weaknefe of , men*, when theiri fenfes are- en- 
; flav*d by igaorance and-fupbrftitiofl*; and turning 
-in, the verfotility*; of thought to* thofe itinerate - 
dl&atQfs.whor.pjfeteijd; tO;»diffeminate> know* 
ledge, but who; bind ignfcr^nce in fetters of tenr 
fold durance* enchaining every noble faculty of *" 
r^afon, in the dungeons of ddubt, myftery*. and, ; 
inexplicable perplexity.. " O," faid I, in the - 
enthufiafm of thought*. " O, that.fome difinte- - 
refted men would form themfelyes into a fo-,. 

ciety: ; 
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eicty for the propagation of. true knowledge* 
who wouklteach the multitude their height ia 
the fcaje of exiftenee, . and convince them, that 
actions alone can pleafe a benevolent, creature— 
who would. teach them. not to. dread death as_a 
' condu&or to eternal^mifery, if they cannot fwal- 

low incongruities? and who Would teach them 
that the balm of credulity, called faith, is not 
fufficlent to cover the moft abandoned anions/! 

- 

Confident I mould have little to fear at, a 
greater diftance from Home, I prefled forward 
die remainder. of thenigfyt, during the day lay- 
ing concealed in a thicket. On the fecond day 
I cqntinued to walk forward, as J confidejed the 
danger now, nearly over, and being, weak for 
the- want of refreshment, I ventured into, a 
, t$wq thrpugh which jfte v road lay., : 

The only £hop ope/i at* fo eady an hour* vizp 
a little chandler's, who dealt in almoft every ar- 
ticle of country consumption, .asu w$ll as «fecond 

hand clothes.: Having ,,pjircbafed fome proy]- 

fions 
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fitrfis of the man, I ventured to inform him F 
wasjuft arrived from a campaign in the Eaft 
fefclies, and vras going to fee my friends,, that I 
was ashamed of my fcarkt coat, sn# rtouid, if I 
€ctald j£f it cheap, putchafe another. 

* * -j 

WhiJft f was fittirtg myfelf* and examining- 
fottre odifcr arteries of &*e&, my <ey€S twe ftfuck 
with hbfrtfr, and <ny bteod rdeaifed bask to it* 
fource, at a dirty half fheet of paper patted* 
igatnft the Wall, Wifft MtfRDEk at the top ii* 
fcrge diatadtetV aiid beneath Aitetctmnt *f a. 
tiUrft wicktdi nttfotio&s, barbtrotts and 7 into foan^ 
tourdcr) committed on the body df the late Lord 
&-**+*, by hh own m$hew' Theodore Cyphon, f*t . 
ffe purpdfe of gaining poffeffim of his eftate^Ttm^ 
ictoe likewf/e an actount of the marvellous appear* 
anccs that have haunted the houfe t together with a> 
relation of feveralfupernatural prodigies performed: 
i) the /aid tte'eSbre Cyphoth 

u fray , tft-y good frieft*," T*i£ I*, to the ffiop- 
Ifeeper, without the tail Jnovemeat of feature ; 

« Do 






** I)<3> you know this Theodore Cyphon l" 
" No," he replied, " only ai the report goes* 
* I take it he's fomethingof yourfize, (meafuring 
tfie wififo fti* eye) and they fay deals with Old 
Bfitek: for he flips out of all* places of confine- 
riient, arid though two thousand pounds be of- 
fered, nobody aan take him for all thiat." 

H Theft- Raw can; he. efcape from confine-* 
iMMtf* fefkl I**~* Why lie wafc feteedat firflr 
^ the hoftldr, who faw him come outaitftbtam-' 
tag with ftlood, and was tfommUted to jail* but 
he feaped from the top one ftonny night, and 
has iyever been taken; fine*;" 

Being equipped in rfty ft«W difgttife^ I uhinfeaf 
him for his information, and wrapping my old 
dfothes in a bundle, I marched Forward, enter- 
tained by the teratity of report. . I foon left the- 
town a Conficferable way behind me, I then dif- 
eneumbered myfelf r by committing my bundle 
to the firft ftream I eroded) and having advanced 
dear tga jfciies on the road, aad pafled fafely by 

many 
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rhany paflengers ; I withdrew into a grove that* 
1 might not tempt fortune.' 

Towards evening I again ventured on, and 
had the temerity to enter a large town, but Ii 
quickly repented my folly. The firft objefik 
which gazed me in the face, was my detefted* 
name, beneath the capital reward of two thou- 
fimd pounds ; my perfon was minutely defcribed, . 
and I (huddered as I read, left any bye-ftande& 
fhould draw the parallel. I fancied, every, one.* 
watched me as I pafled, I believed- if I few two» 
perfons whrfper, it concerned rnyfelf. In this* 
agitation large drops of. fweat; gathered onmy. 
fece, all my refold tion and fpirit feemed ah- 
forbed in. infatuated weaknefs. 

/ 

My joy was inexpreffible when free from th& 
danger, a danger which I refolved no more un- , 
neceffarily to incur. I was chagrined and fur- 
prifed that my father fhould have purfued his 
defire of taking me fo far ; well knowing, that 
however he might delight to torment, he would* 

UQtx 
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not wHh toexp'ofe me to public juftice, a fiep 
that would ihock bis pride and ftigmatize bis 
name. 

m . It would be tedious to enumerate the various 
difguifes I affumed, the many narrow efcapes I 
had from the hounds of juftice, who had now 
fcented the reward, and were eager for blood.— 
The whole kingdom refounded my name* and I 
was , often aftonifhed that efcape was at all pof- 
•fible. 

It was in one of my concealments I had. the 
happinefs of refcuing your daughter, and repel- 
ling machinations fimilar to thofe which have 
for ever deftroyed me. Tired at length with 
being hunted from mankind ! defpairing of 
again finding Eliza, whofe image was the con- 
, ftant companion of my miferies, and the dumb 
partner of my woes, I turned my thoughts to- 
wards the Arab of the defart, who obeys the im* 
pulfe of nature and paflion. 



M£ 
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My life was in ray own eyes of trifling confix 
deration, yet I was unwiHrng to- ftrffer for art. 
a&ion I held meritorious ; and viewing witft 
melancholy the obje &s and ideas that conftantly 
erbwded upon me, I beheld with equal abhor* 
fence the ways and cuftoms of nations, and the 
Whole fyftem of human exiftence. I proceeded 
fo London, wish refolation to fly to where the 
fword was law, and inclination the rule of right. 

Withheld by your generofity and nobility of 
fentiment, my heart rejoiced in having found a 
man\ but circumftances unhappily crowded 
again on my wayward fortune, and wWpeseA; 
tfeftt tfiefe Was notfeft for tht headrf * rfttit*» 
tferfer, but the dattftp lap of flat uffe>- and that I 
ffiuft begin again to- traverfe the mafee ©f ttai*. 
tteahnenf, and adopt the., inheritance of mifery,. 



*. 



"Alas!" cried Eve, laying the nwmufcript 
ypon the table, and wiping away the tears, that. 

followed* 
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foJClowed each other down her lovely cheek% 
** bow has my fqoliflji paiiiori brought new evil 
sa die objeft of its ex iftence ! Yet <why Should 
fie fly us? Surely he could JBQt fuppofe W* 
would have betrayed him with a kifsof peace { 
•for juftice could not denied the facofioe." 

" Nay, my .daughter/' foid Shechem, w ht 
•ceftaittly did not wrcyig us by fuph a fuppofttion, 
or he would not now have placed in us this cm* 
-fidenoe. BeGdes, in my. opinion, his crime, 
though dreadful, was abftraftedly meritorious, 
iaafamch as k deftroyed frond the furfaoe of the 
gfaaning earthy a wretch who converted its goods 
into the means of evil ; but, phyfically and mo- 
?ally confidered, he was mod aflurediy wrong, 
'becaufe infringing on the right of his neighbor: 
to live, and becaufe, if frlvatt juftice were i3» 
Lowed, no ma*i, however . virtuous, hewewr 
praife-wortby, would efcape the calumny of 
every individual * Hfe would be held on a pre* 
carious tenure, and -the whole world would be* 
*>tt)e a faughter-taufia* until &e rape of man 

wa 5 
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was utterly extinguifhed. It is better, therefore, 
that partial evils, though enormous, be permit- 
ted (if the law provides no 'remedy) than that 
general evil fhould refult." ''. 

•4 

" I am unequal," replied Eve, " to follow the 
mazes of metaphyseal difcufGon : but cannot 
we think of foqne expedient to recal the wan- 
derer, who from this hour (hall be to me no 
more than a tender friend ? Yes, I admire his 
firmnefs ; I partake in his paflion for the unfor- 
tunate Eliza ; and emulating, as I will afpire to 
do, his reftitude of principle, I will rife above the 

weaknefs of love, fince it is now unjuftifiable." 

■ 

Shecheni rejoiced at this unexpc&ed elevation 
of mind ; and more than ever aftonilhed at the 
eccentricities and ftrange fortune of his, friend, 
who was a vi&ini to vindi&ive paffion, he rea- 
dily agreed on eftablifliing an enquiry, tending 
to difcover where Theodore had again launched 
into obfeurity : but here an obvious difficulty 
prefented, for how could any inquifition take 
* place, 
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^lace, without expbfing the unhappy, circum- 
ftances he laboured under ; thus, in. place of 
friendlhip, he (hould become his perfecutor, 
fincc to dete& him in his haunts, was to deliver 
-him to the magiftrate. 

Thus perplexed, the benevolent defendant of 
'Abraham found his intentions defeated, and the 
fon of his affe&ions loft to his bounty. . The 
chara&er of Squire Cyphon appeared to him 
more blood-thirfty, more inhuman, than that of 
the prowling tiger in the defert of Lybia, or the 
lion; of the Thebian wildernefs. Not contented 
with reducing him from the fliadow of comfort* 
with hurling on him immenfity of definition, 
of deftroying the fource of every tender fenfa- 
tion, and every connexion which gives value, to 
the exiftence of focialifed man ; he now. hunted 
; him like a beaft of prey, arid panted for the 
blood of his only fon; and for what? From 
whence originated this? From an accidental, 
blow, given in the refiftance of wanton power; 
for refuting to abandon at command the con- 

s troul 
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troutef his will; and not bowing down to lick 
the dttft from the feet of epitomized tyranny. 

If his ^knowledge of Theodore was toft »* 
•darknefs, the traces he had left behind held out 
fome glimmerings, by which hope might be in* 
duced to follow. Whilft he weighed in his 
mind the plan he (hould adopt, and figtaed at the 
inefficacy of all human iaftitutions to repel die 
encroachments of injuftice and opprefiion, his 
daughter retired with the paper to her xrhamher, 
where &*e wept at the fate of the Hanfons, figh- 
ed at the dcftru&ion of the Simpfons, and prayed 
to the God of Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, for the 
fafety of Theodpce. Her beaded firmnefs was 
(hakfin at a view of the dangers which eooora* 
paffed him, like .the lines of a befieged city % and 
her foul was difmayed at the idea that Thco- 
doire— the^maj^ whofe actions west the (Inflates 
cf juftice-mrwhakad nefcoed her from violation, 
and whofe bnage had firft created in her heart 
thetwjnulationcf lovo^wouid perhaps expire 

OH 
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<3fn a gibbet — be cut down like a flower in the 
bloom -of youth. . - 

A thoufand impoffible expedients crou3tfS on. 
hqr mind. Ope while (he proposed to feek him 
in difguife, to watch and hover round him as a 
guardian angel : another time to btave the anger 
of his father and extort a pardon. But thefe (he 
was confeious were alike impracticable, being, 
felely the (portihgs of imagination. 

Though fo great her feelings, fee poffefleA 
the fpirit of a noble mind; and though fhe had 
•doatedon Theodore with all the fondnefs of ju- 
venile paffion, tbofe fentiments were transform- 
ed^all the drofs of weaknefs wafs fubftra&ed, 
and the pure ore of ardent- friendfliip alone 
remained, Though the judge h?d not corifi«- 
dered his engajgements facred, to her they ap- 
peared inviolable, and equal to the tnoft folemn 
form. \ 



tf6 TH£*tx>JtE -cythq*. 

The fame evenigg jShechem wrote to Edward 
in terms of ambiguity ; that being iaterefted mr 
the fate of Eliza, and in &£t guardian to fome 
•property fallen to her, he wished for informa- 
tion of her then fituation, and like wife that of 
her fillers;; propofing alfo, that if bufinefs dr 
■pleafure led him to town, that he had matters, 
of moment to communicate relative to Theo- 
dore. , More be would not hazard to'Jthecon* 
veyance ofthepoft,aslie doubled norbu*Squirfe : 
Cyphon would, like his brother defpots, keep 
bis emifiaries in pay where intelligence was 
likely to be gathered. 

Some days after this, the lawyer whom She* 
<chem had often pccafion to employ in his hu£- 
mefs, called upon him to confider the progrefs erf 
a fuit in Chancery, which had been depending 
for many years, and Teemed like to remain in 
Jiatu qut f which inclined the Jew, who loved 
not to throw good money after bad, to fuffer the 
affair to die, declaring he believed the office 

took 



took its name not from the common chances of 
law, but from the chance of the clients living t* 
fee the termination of the fait. 

The lawyer, who had before this witneffei 
the lingular modes of thinking and a&ing pecu- 
liar to the Jew, propofed a queftiori he faid had 
'been referred to his decifion, viz* fhe legal heir 
of an eftate being miffing, can the next hr right 
proceed to pofTefiion? 

€4 My good friend," replied Shechem, " there 
is great ambiguity attached to the term miffing* 
*ot\ the circumftances of which hang the defi- 
nition." 

** Can then , ?w faid the lawyer, +* the fecond 
in heirfhip obtain pdTeffion, the premier being 
infaneF* 

w Affsrredly,* replied Shechem, "provided 
provifion is made in cafe the infane recover his 
fcnfes." 

-* •" U* "Well," 
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*< Well," replied the lawyer, " this is not 
■altogether the ftatement, but now I will give 
you a brief of the cafe. The true heir of the 
reflate, in order to obtain pofieffioti, having made 
away with the incumbent, is obliged to abfcond, 
and has hitherto eluded the, vigilance of law. 
He Jies at the fame tune under imputation of 
derangement, fo that if not executed for the 
murder, he will he heliin durance. The ques- 
tion is, whether in the mean time the next heir 
ran obtain poffeflion*" 

"Ify>ld not," faid Shechem, whilft reflect 
*tionsthatrofe in his mind flufhedtohis cheeks— 
4i Doft thou not know, that till condemned by 
the law, every man is prefum^l innocent, and 
therefore his eftate cannot devolve to another 
till he hath a&ually fufFered the fentence? But 
an the mean time, I*apprehend guardians mould 
be appointed, like regents in a kingdom, whofe 
prince is a minor. But I think, if thy cafe is 

» 

Angular, the hafte of thy employer is equally. 

fo; ' 
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fo ; and I have a flirewd fufpicion he is within 
toy knowledge/* 

€i You have exadUy met-my ideas," replied < 
the lawyer;** ancl the notoriety of the tranfac- 
tion I have glanced at may help you to informal 
tion." 

rt And if I Judge f ight," faid Shechecn, « in 
fixing on Squire Cyphon, it is to him an eternal 
and everlaftiiTg difgrace. Not content with of- 
fering two thoufaud pounds reward to bring his 
fon to the executioner, he is too impatient to 
w^it the death of that fon, to defer his pofleffioa 
of an eftate which, but for the crime of that fon, 
would never have .devolved to- him/* 

As Shechem had nothing to communicate, 
and could gain no further intelligence, he was 
contented to turn the difcourfe, in his own 
mind more than ever execrating fo vile a depra- 
vity, fo eager a third after riches and'the bauble 

H 3 X of 
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..of a name. It is no wonder, thought he, the; 
world has been deluged in blood, and the hu- 
man race dragged to flaughter for the glory of 
fame, when a village Nero can play bis pranks 
pf domination* and fcourge with a laih whom 
Me pleafes. 

No letter had yet arrived from Edward, and 
Shcchem began to doubt whether his affe&ion 
had not been loft in the common odium attached 
to the crime of his coufin. But from theft 
fufpicions a few days relieved him t by bringing 
Edward himfdf to the Minoriei* 

His enquiries after the exiles had been fruit-» 
Jefs. At the receipt of the letter his impatienc* 
did not allow any delay, and he came forward 
in the eager expectation of embracing his cou- 
fin ; he was therefore much di&ppo'mtcd, to fin4 
that he again was loft, and that a barren 
tive alone remained behind* 



Of 



Of the fate of Eliza he was equally ignorant, 
fio one having appeared to claim the portion he- 
had advertifed in her name r and <confidering, 
her inability to provide for her own maintenance 
by labour, he could only conclude that death 
had finally clofed u£on her fuffering*. As to 
Squire Cyphoa, his life was. a circle of terror 
and a fucceffion of alarm; His timidity was no* 
tortus, and his cruelty more infuflerable thaa 
ever* for not tailing any comfort himfeif, be 
could not endurein his fight any one whofe coun- 
tenance wore a fmile, and contrived, by morofe* 
aefs to involve every face in- eternal gloom. No 
precaution die vigilance of fwfpicion could fug^ 
geft, tfa* ^employed to guard aga'mft affaffina* 
lienor fiirprife. His windows were barred with 
iron* his: own fuite of apartments were only to> 
Bb: Entered' by a* narrow 1 door, -and 1 to prevent 
poifoQ, he made his fervant tafte every diih and 
tveiy bottle .that was brought him; His fleep f 
was broken and: interrupted; frequently h& 
woukLrife in the night and examine his piftols*. 

EL4,. He: 
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He refrained from ail intercourfe with his 
neighbours, living a voluntary prifoner to the 
wantonnefs of his power and the coofcioufnefs 
of his defcrts* 

** And' ftich/Taid Shecfiem, «* are the enjoy* 
ments of tyrants ;- for knowing themfelves -a 
burden on the earth, they fancy every weapon 
of death endbwed with latent powers, and turn- 
ing agatnft them. But do you reaDy think 
him fo depraved as to {be his fon publicly exe- 
cuted?" 

u As to that," faid Edwarf, <c probably he 
may, if he confiders it necefiary to his own 
ibfety : yet 1 cannot fay, as it would wound his 

r 

pride and brand him with infamy, for amidft 
all this he is tremblingly alive to fame, and af- 
fc6h to lament the in&nity of his fon as the fti- 

mulusof his outrage of Lord D , and as the 

motive for his own precaution. The large re* 
ward* I believe, i& folely to get him in his- 

poweKjfc 
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power, and no doubt he aims* at confining him 
for life." _ >' • 



Eve was difappointed that no tidings tranfpii^ 
edj tacitly reproaching Theodore with want df 
friend fhip, in obftinately perfifting in a filence- 
he mud know would inflidl pain oh his friends.. 
Yet to this allegation of ingratitude the excufe. 
wasiready : How could fhe know his fituation r 
the difficulties in which he might be involved f 
and (he daily dreaded to hear of his being difco- 
vered by the minifters of juftice,. or the candid 
dates for reward- 

Finding,, that though his journey had indeed! 
allured him q£ the exiftence of Theodore^ it: 
could give him no clue to* the inexplicable la- 
byrinth he had* again entered,, Edward took. 
leave of the benevolent Ifraelite and his tender 
daughter, returning to profecute plans of im~ 
provement, and to pafs his life in irrefolute in- 
dolence. Not findings in the meridian of his 
own quality one female whom his heart could: 

' ^ Hi approve,, 



ji 



*p#ro«b he hfifitafioi to adopt her, whpfe fete 
diCqualification was a want of what himfelf 
abudantly poffeflcd \ fo ridiculous are the ideas . > 
^ften allowed to influence ths a&ioas of ftofo 

* * 
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chap. vnr.. 

1 . . 

£lMt ImidtM that would ^tllijb a grtavHxfi. 



s 



OME months pafledaway without bringing: 
any account of Theodore, and Eve had with dif- 
ficulty overcome the painful thought of never 
again beholding the friend of her heart. She* 
ehem had made every poffible enquiry permitted 
By discretion, but all his circumlocutory inter- 
rogations* tended alike to tile point of ignorance,, 
and he could not but admire amidft his regret, 
a vigilance that fb etfe&ually eluded the in* 
quifitioij of juftice— the hopes of two thoufenct 
pounds, and die refearchcs of friendfliip* 

« 

Hfc had examined* the captains concerned in 
t!ic Levant trade, not knowing but he might 
ftave executed his former intentioif of wander- 
ing with the wild Arab, yet no traces could be 

H 6 found.— 
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found.— It was in the, cabin of one of tbofe ve£- 
fels, he oMerved- a youngs man with a com* 
plexion darkened .by the fun ; features that were- 
natives of England^ butpoffefling the folemnity* 
and commanding grandeur, of the Eaft; and he. 
was mora particularly engaged by a general? . 
likenefs, he fancied he^ could trace to, Eliza t 
Hanfon* 

He could not* fuppofe it herfelfi the ^features 
being mafculine, yet the caft of countenance un* 
gaged^im, and he entered into a convention* 
during which he difcovered that l^e^was. jufk 
come from Alexandria. ~ . 

€t I have* w faidf-hef <c after difcburfe had in** 
troduced familiarity, " a diamond of fome 
amount I would willingly part with, and if you 
favour me with" your addrefc, I wilL take your 
opinion." With this Sheehem readily- com- 
plied, and under pretext ofbufinefs, preffed him> 
not to delay v but if .convenient, to come- the 
fame evening. 
* Without ; 



* 
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.. Without being able to account for the fudv 
den partiality he felt for one fo totally a ftran-^ 
ger>any other than as he qme from the city 
where much ef his life had been fpent, lie wait* 

ed with impatience for the Hour appointed, and* 

• -— 

when the flranger arrived, difpenfed Wtth*hi&> 
general rule,, by conducing, him into' his. li- 
brary.- ' * 

•. * 

» — -* • , > * 

. The diamond" was produced^ arid fifteen hun- 
dred pieces agreed on as the price,, bat when tha 
granger figned his name to the receipt, She* 
chefti could not refrain expreflions of forprifcj 
at t}\efign^tare.of^/p«,fi r tf»/5«. - , 

. • - i 

" Pardort'me^ faid he*, f thou art certainly 
related to the Hahfons of — — , and it was the- 
affinity of thy countenance* firft excited my de~ 
fire of fpeakrng to thee; may I then. enquire 
bow near thou, art of kia?" 

r ■ 

. The young man gazed on the withered form 
•f Benfadi, be refle^ed a moment, and no doubt 

conlidering. 



eonfidering diar no danger could arife from a' 
fohitioa ofthequeftion, owned hi mfelf the fon 
rf the poor curate, ami enquired impafietttly if 
ft* court*! give him any HnformatiafU 

"Alas* my <W faid SHechem, wHilft fit 
wped a tear from his eye and feukered in hir 
accent ; " I uridejftood^thou wert fent to -Bon*- 
bay, then how corned thou to Alexandria ??'—- 
11 That," hid Hanfan, « my prefent impati- 
ence will not alknvme to relate;, but I beg tf 
you. are informed, keep me no longer, in ignor- 
ance of. what fa nearly concern* me* ' for from 
the infamous pra&ices agcler which I myfeff 
have fuffered, I have the mod fearful forebod- 
klgstsbat J am not thQttoJy vi&ton;?? * 

*■"•... 

*< A ftorm/' fidd- Shechem, * cannot weft 
fell on one, Without fpreading to another,' and' 
feldom can vengeance be executed*; withofafr'in* 
volving every connexion with the patient. I r 
have indeed to wound thee to -the heart, -to-un— 
fold tiathee r inflidions <jf a viHainy< dtfgraeing : 

to 



Id the name of taan ; tart ray age and ray infir- 
Antics forbid me to undertake, the talk in my; 
doarn^petfon. Here is,, a, paper written hytby . 
juvenile and fuffering friend, Theodore^ is* 
which thou wilt fee that virtue in this world, is- 
not an infunmce (rfpiofpcrity. 1 



*** 



He left Hanfon to read the deftru&ion of hlr 
&aaily , retiring to the company of his daughl&ty, 
who charmed his tumultuous thoughts. kiJo 
ealmnefs* by the influence of magic fouruk 

Revenge, grief, diftra£tion r and the rnoft 
poignant fenfations, fwelled- and tore by turns,, 
the boibm.of Hanfon, hut when he came to thi 
fell of the tyrant* he cried butH^" GodJikfc 
Theodore ! noble, high-fouled friend ! this is- 
well, this is right;" A ftream of tears gu&ed \ 
from his eyes, in fome degree allaying .tike burn- 
ing hearts ovjerfagitafcba created, ajadhexotp* 
tinned to follow Theo<kr©th*ough his flight and* 
ebfcurity.. The conchiCon which involved 
hiiu ui darkneTs^awakened hi^ rcniembfaiu^ oft 

ithgr*.- 
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where he then was, and having called BenEadr, 
eagerly enquired if he knew where his friend 
was concealed, or where he might embrace his 
filler. 

Of thefc Shechem knew nomose than- him* 
> felf, relating, till fupper was announced by his 
daughter, the feveral expedients he had unfuc- 
cefsfully tried- For any other company Han- 
fcn would have been totally unfit, but the cop- 
djal kindnefs of the Jew, and the foftqefsof bis 
daughter, were fome corifolation to a difappoint- 
ed mind'; for having hoped to place his parents 
and fitters in affluence, die blow he had received 
by this knowledge, of their ruin* for a while 
feemed. to ftun him with its force, ~ 

Not being tinder an engagement of return* 
kig to the Veflel, he accepted for that night an 
apartment at Benfadi's, and turned in his mind 
* the fcheme of retribution he fhould adopt, con* 
fidering in. the ardour of youth he had. a right to 
retaliate, and adding what he had perfohally 

fuffered^, 
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fuffered, to the injuries of his relations, he knew 
no bounds to ftay the rage of his vengeance. 
He conceived it the part of wifdom not to leave 
any thing to chance, and before he commenced 
hoftilities on the enemy, policy di&ated the ne- 
ceflky of preventing reprifab by leaving oppor- 
tunity ; he therefore firft determined to difcover 
Eliza, and place his lifters beyond the reach of 
common misfortu ne. % 

On the morrow, Shechem accompanied hit 
new friend to arrange fomc matters of buiinefs 
.with the Levant trader, and as Hanfon wa* 
.wholly ignorant of the town, confequently liar- 
ble to impofitions, he defired Shechem to .admit 
into his houfe two trunks, containing, as be 
hinted, articles of confutable amount. 

An increafe of fortune like this, appeared aU 
snoft miraculous m the eyes of the Jew, and 
more than once he exprefled his curiofity and 
furprife, that in the fpace of fo ihort a time, he 
could have amaffed fo much, efpecially fince her 

had 
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had not* been in any of thofe offices, where op* 
portunities are furnifhed of plundering the In* 
tiian, and extorting with demoniac rapacity the 
labour of his hands. 

V So far from that,'* replied Hanfon, w ray 
Tank is no more than an Eaft-India foldier ; thus 
you fee, I myfelf am a flaye broke from his bonds ;, 
but I wiJl referve my adventures, that your 
daughter may hear them, for you know the fol* 
tier's vanity is great in relating hfs toils, and 
the traveller delights to recount to the hit the- 
dangers he has furmeufrted, that (ex -being pev 
irflliar in their love of bravery and commiferatioa 
-efdiftrefs. 

~\ r 

With-fhis promife Sftechem was fatrefied, and5 
having at his return provided him with an 
•apartment and fecured fee trunks, they fat down*; 
together,, and Eve fignifying her defire to know 
tdl that related a family Ihe loved, for the fake 
«f Etea, he began* i 4' 
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It is juftly faid* that the pleafure of defcrib- 
ing our difficulties after they are pafled, com- 
penfates in a degree, their fufferance^ and I no 
longer wonder at the dangers braved by heroes^ 
when I tafte the (atisfa&ion of again paffing ovet 
them in fafety. 

You know the low ftation ist which the evo* 
lutions of fortune had placed our family, and 
.that by th$ bounty of that in&roou* mifcreant, 
Theodortc, I was for a time placed at College. 
It is affuredly, (takeo \h a moral light) as mock 
a. debt to fatisfy expectations we yokmtarily 
raife, as any other obligation proceeding ftout 
verbal aflertion, and be who gives a yoistk rat- 
ion to believe he will provide for his eftablifh~ 
ment, is abfolutely bound to do fo. With this 
proportion in my -view, it was no fmall check 
to my afpiripg hopes, to find in place of being 
raided to a fituaddn of emolument, that the eV 
tent of my patronage, was to reach merely to 9 

chaplaincy 
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chaplaincy aboard a man of war, and I lamented 
the infanity of my friend, to whofe abfence I 
imputed the change in his. uncle. 

Little at that time did I conceive the poffibr- 
Jity of his being the fubject of fuch malignant 
perfecution ; little did I conceive him ftrug- 
jgling with all the hardfliip of imprifonment, or 
I would have facrificed life and fortune for his 
relief, though a nation had arifen to oppofc 

By the companion of time, I perceive that 

the inftant of my departure, was the fi£nal of 

deftrudioh to my family, and that the day 

which launched me on the furface of the mighty 

deep, was to overwhelm the innocent in bound- 

lefs mifery ; but of this I was ignorant.— Witk 

all my fancied fenfe, I pofleffed no more 

prefcience than the fheer> beneath the hand of 

the butcher. I proceeded orl the voyage with* 

the lofty hopes of an adventurer, but fcarce ha* 

we loft the taft gltmpfe of the fhores of Britain, 

than the farce of my chaplaincy was explained, 

and 
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and my real defoliation laid open ; being, that 
I ( was fold into the Company's fervice, and thus 
lent to be a minion of oppreflion, and the in- 
ftrument of enflaving thofe who had more right 
to that territory than ourfelves, except indeed, 
the weighty confideration of a heavier artillery. 

In the firft tranfportsof my indignation, (for 
my temper is not to be trod upon) 1 ran to the 
fide of the {hip, and fhould have plunged for ever 
from a world of fc much treachery, had not one 
of the feamen caught me by the coat. I was 
ordered beneath deck, and pinioned . to .the 
boards by heavy irons, in a little chamber where 
the air fcarcely penetrated, and the flench of 
bilge water was almofl equal to fuffocation. In' 
.this miferable titration I was not alone; a fili- 
ation inivhich we tafted the treatment of thofe 
black and copper-coloured beafts, that are brought 
from the coafts of Africa, to plant our fugar 
" canes, to turn our mills, and make fortunes for 
the jnoft imperious of Adam's descendants. 

The 
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The room in which we were pinioned was 
£x foot by five, where three of us were flowed 
to fupply the Eaftcrn markets. The one was 
9 young gentleman who was an orphan, and 
left to the care of an uncle* The other a youth , 
who coming to town, ignorant of the practices 
which are either connived at by the magiftrates 
to theblaftmg of the Englifh chara6ter,or chide 
the vigilance of the police to their everlafting 
difgrace. 

Thds youth was traverfing the ftreets out of 
cuiiofity, yfhtn he was accofted by a well-dreff- 
ed man, and afked if he wanted employ ; void 
qf fttipicien, he anfwered in the affirmative. 
«f Wett, toy lad," faad the gentleman, * f a friend 
of mine vrho is a merchant, will employ you ; 
take this paper, and tell him Mr. Nox fends his 
compliments." The youth did as dire&ed, 
with many expreffibns of thanks, and haftened 
to the houie of -the merchant, who lived' on the 
banks of tbe Thames. He was Jhetoft into a- 
parlour, received a glafs of wine, was defired to ' 

fit 
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£t down, fell afleep, and when he awokfe, found 
himfelf handcuffed and in the dart. Being ro~* 
biift, he attempted to efcape, but in va'm ; an£ 
in the -dead hour of midnight was conveyed; 
«down the river and pinioned in the hold. 

"And fiich," cried I, " is the boafted genero- 
sity of Britons, fuch the ufage of Chriftians ; 
and is it poflible a free nation can faffer con- 
tra&ors for men ? Why have I not power to 
purge, to exterminate thofe leaches who fuck 
the blood of fociety 1 Hu% alas ! -I am only an 
Eaft-India foldier, going to add my weight to tho- 
fcall of that univerfal oppreffion, which fpreads 
from the black fon of Afrfc'fc . burning fands, to 
the vizier, who, glittering in gilded trappings* : 
hows his neck to the bott-ftrtng of eaftern om- 
nipotence." 

The foul which enjoys no internal fource of 
confolation, will in circurnftances fuch as mine 
were then, fink into defpondency ; but my miad- 
teing flored with the inftruftions of a father, 

and 
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and the learning of ages, I never, in any of my 
accidental diftrefles, gave way to ufelefs repin- 
ing, but fought into myfelf fome means of ob r 
viation. I knew, to oppofe power by force, was 
like battering at a wall with fand; but I knew 
alfo, that to countermine it by what is called 
cuHnmgj was like wearing away the foundations 
where every particle of (and detached was acP 
vanfive progreilion. 

Being myfelf a minifter of religion, .my 
thoughts often adverted to its influence on man- 
kind, and 1 faw that, throughout the varied 
globe, one universal principle, was the ground- 
work of ev^ry eftabiifhment, namely, Superfli- 
tion. I law that men were more guided by 
their terrors than a re&itude of principle ; and 
that in the eye of Him who permits this diver- 
fityof form, the moft bigotted devotees of any 
fe£t, whether Bramin, Mahometan, Chriftian, 
or Jew, could not. ftand candidates for his fa* 
vpur, wanting thexjualification of moral virtue ; 
fc«t poffefling that, the habit of their nation, the 

contradiction 
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contradiction of their fuperftition, and inflections 
of form, muft, as the duft on the beam, prepon- 
derate alike, 

I pafs over the intolerable hardships of a fitua* 
tion like ours ; the dreadful endurance of a 
burning zone, where the air inhaled was im- 
pregnate with fire, and all the ftench of a fliip, 
with the comforts of rotten provifions and {link- 
ing water. 1 condu£t you at once to our land- 
ing at Bombay, where I and many more were 
inrelled in the Company's fervice, and fent up 
the country to quell an infurre&ion, the cop- 
per-coloured fons of the earth being, tired with 
the rapacity of the white, and the tortures thefe 
infli£ted in extorting taxes, the right of collat- 
ing which was undeniably cftablifhed by the 
edi&s, the cannon. 

After fuffering ev^ry hardlhip, thirft, the. 
weights of arms, and duft, (railed by our com* 
pany and die winds) could infli<9:, we came in* 
fight of a village, where the enemy wera 

Vox. II. I ftrongly 
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Arongly , entrenched. It was determined by 
&hofe acquainted with the feelings of human na- 
ture, to imprefs a full fenfc of our fuperiority 
•on the various tribes, by holding out exemplary 
jnmiftinieiJt. 

\ 

The drums and trumpets founded to the 
^charge, as the {hades of night ferved to ratfe the 
terror of uncertainfty. The cannon from an 
•oblique battery began to roar, and flashes *fi ful- 
j>hureous iire gleamed through the thickened 
air. The voice of humanity was extinguiihed 
in the principle of felf-prefervation ; the foul, 
goaded to madnefs, forrounded hy murder, arofe 
above itfelf, and Iriucaphed in blood and flaugh- 
ter. 

A body of infantry advanced, ^nder eover of 
a heavy -cannonade, to ftorm the lines, which 
was quickly effe&ed, the bodies of our compa- 
nions (many only flightly wounded) ferved to 
mount the parapet. Without regard we tnufc- 
.pled the dying to pieces.; and in the torrent of 

entrance 
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entrance where, a breach was formed, many 
were fmalhed or torn afundef. Our bayonets 
were. fixed, and ferved in place of pikes, with 
which we charged the. enemy drawn up in clofe 
compa& on the banquette ; and whilft the blood ' 
fireamed from our wounds, we threw ourfelves 
upon their. weapons, {tabbing them in the face* 
and carrying all before us with irrefiftlble fury. 
Some hundreds of our men perifhed by being 
unable to keep their feet amidft the promifcu- 
ousconftifion of mangled carcafes,- and theglu* 
tinous mixture of blood and flefh, and mud, fo 
that falling down, they were either fmothered 
or trod to pieces. No quarter was given., Man, 
* woman, and child, were hewn down with the 
fword and the axe, or knocked on the head like 
brutes. Fire, the moft dreadful of elements, 
fpread devaftation amidft the houfes, where thofe 
who feared the brutality of the ibldiers were 
burnt to death. 

Clofe to the fpot where I ftood, a young wo* 
man, wholly naked, with two babes in her 

I % arms, 
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arms,rufhed from a (inking houfe, frenzy rolki 
in her eye, her hair ftreamed upon the wind, 
and fcreaming a language we knew not, . ber 
fought our mercy. A tall Irifhman, whofe 
eyes flafhed the fury, of the damned, feized her 
children by the hair, and dafhed their brains out 
upon the ground. He was going to plunge his 
bayonet into the bread of the mother, when a 
ball ft cue k her to the ground, and fcattered her 
brains in my face : at the fame moment, a black, 
naked and flreaming with blood, rufhed from a 
heap of ruins, and with his axe fplit the white 
lavage from the head half down the back. 

Hell itfelf is repofe, peace, and pleafure, to 
the fcene I then faw ; a fcene which turned the 
blood in my veins, and rendered my life deteft- 
ably loathfome. No found met the quivering 
car, lave piercing (hrieks, groans, (bouts, oaths* 
and the roaring of cannon. The haggard eye 
trembled at the falling houfes, the blazing 6 re, 
and the fuffering people, whofeil beneath apramif- 
cuous butchery. Virgins were haftily raviflied, 

and 
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and then murdered without pity. Children 
were thrown into the flames; the young and 
the old univerfaHy periflied* 

Whilft the fury of the ftofm-had lafted, I, as 
a part of the machine called an army, ha&a6fced 
in concord ; hut now I flood ftill, petrified with 
horror, at the corner of a ftreet, the fmoakiog 
ruins burning about me. Perfonal danger had 
no time to occur. My foul was mocked, ' my 
whole frame was convulfed, and I called aloud 
,for the fury of Heaven to fink at once the cbn«- 
querors and the conquered* into the bowels of 
the earth, that if poffible fuch a fcene of carnage 
might be wiped from the annals of huma- 
nity. But . when I confidered this was only & 
freak, a petty tranfa£tion in a village, a trifle not " 
worth mention* when compared to the battles 
and ftorms wnich croud on the pages of hiftory, 
andfwellthepompof glory and ambition ; I railed 
the point of my fword to my bofom, and mould 
have bade adieu, without regret, to the enlight- 
ened, the pplifhed, the civilized, the wonderful 

13^ fonfc 
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fons of earth* had not a blow behind lulled m«r 
fcafes into ftupor, and clcrfed my eyes on 'the 
grand difpfey of human magnificence. 

I was awakened from my trance by a flab in 
the bread ; and opening my eyes perceived a 
Mack (wkh a village flafhed into the form of a 
<k&mon) (landing over me, and ready to repeat 
, his ftroke with the Only arm he had remaining* 
2 was not borne to ipaffive obedience ; a burning 
Splinter lay clofe befuW me, andgrafping it move 
trough mftkuSL than reflection, I gave him a 
blow that dafhcd him into the .flames, 

I ftarted up, and looked round me with a va- 
cant horror not to he described, at the objeQs 
» <which ^eoeompaffed me; and chilled by the 
£knoe which universally reigned, exceptants 
xupted by the craih of a tumbling beam, or the 
cracking of the flames. This ftillnefs was as 
awful as the preceding tumult had been tremen- 
dous. In every dire&ion the fated eye turned 
to find ropofc, obje&s pf rapine and barbarity 

met. 



r 



THSODOAE CYPHOK. wf£ t 

n»et. The mutilated carcafes of Indians aruj 
Europeans blended proinifcueufly in gprejwhictr 
ftagnated here aud therex in hollows. In one 
place an old man and woman were transfixed to 
the earth with the fame pike. In another .9 
jyoman was hanging to a poft, with two chil- 
dren tyed to her feet: There was yet ho other 
light than tb?t. of the r flames ; ami being wtti^- 
put a companion, I fat down on a dead l>ody, to 
reafon on the track I ftiould purfue. To re~ 
main with the army I fhuddered at ; as my 
a&ftance muft then fctegiven to injuftice an4 
«ppreflu*i< £iwd l np hop* of being free when 
the term of£ve ye^r^w^s expired, as I had be-- 
lore me exap^ples of the deceits pta&ifed o«r 
jthofe who wiflied to return. . The value of my 
exiftence was not worth tbRfbaace of a die, but: 
that cfctace I refolved to throw, rather than; 
fuhmat any longer tq Aavery* . 

« » 

Whilft I thus fat and refle&ed, F perceived 
iadiHindly thr^ugji the gloom, the figure of a 

Ii+< • man>. 
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man, gliding along; he was naked, and held a 
large knife in his hand, whilft from his neck 
hung a bag, into which, from time to time, he 
put fomething. He came nearer, and by the 
light of the embers I could dtfcern him tut off 
the head of a man ; and it then ftruck ; me. he 
was one of thofe vultures that hover over a field 
of daughter to (trip the dead; and not knowing 
but I might ftand the chance of a vifit, prepared 
to meet him, by unfheathirig my ftilletto. ., 

My motion had attra&e&his eye, and he in- 
ftantly advanced with large ftrides towards mei 
I flatted up, and^ brandished my weapdn. Pro- 
bably being too intent on his prey, he took no 
heed to his feet, and (tumbling over a carcafe, 
he fell prone-before mfc. In an inftant I ftabbed 
bim through the throat, and finding he was dork 
for, by his dropping the knife > I -turned him 
over to examine the contents of his bag. I tore 
it from his neck, and taking it up to a blaze of 
fire, opened the mouth ; but I cannot exprefs to 

you 
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you the fhock I underwent at difcovering piecdt 
of ears and fingers, which this mifcreant had cut 
or torn from the bodies-, for the fake of the 
golden ornaments. I threw the infamous plun- 
* der into the flames, with the fhudder of a -man 
who has un wares grafped a ferpent. I refolved 
ihftantly to ddert, and fly from the very face of* 
man* 

I quitted the reeking village, wheje fo much* 
Kad been done to convince the wretched Hin- 
doos of the j^fticej humanity and bravery of the ■ 
Britifh nation. As I feared. our army would; 
" ftortly return from the purfuit, , I haftened as ; 
faft as my w6unds would permit, in a direc- 
tion as oppofite as I. could judge from the rout, 
of their march* 

The pale flatting meteors, which like thfe* - 
aurora borealis cintelate in the fiery atmofphere 
of the eaft, ferved to guide me through a coun- 
ty without a leading road, and before day I; 

1 5 had! 
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had irmde upHo a fore ft of banyan, plantain and 
other trees peculiar to the climate. - Under 
thefe 1 fat down to xeft till the morning, njy 
wounds being p&inful, and my ftrength de- 
clining. 



v ■' 
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chap, ix; 



The Retaliation of an Hindoo.' 




HEN the fun again rofe tyx>n thehigheft " 
branches of the foreft, I endeavoured to pene- 
trate the .depths of the (hade ; but owing to loft 
of blood» and the langour ever fucceeding ex- 
traordinary exertion, I was more than once on 
die point of fainting. Nature had, -howeyer, . 
, provided bountifully for the wants and neceffi- 
ties of man ; the mod delicious fruits hanging 
in abundance. I fat down to feaft on oranges 
and pomegranates, and found a delightful freih- 
nefs fpread through rqy frame. The fragrance 
of the (hnibs, which bloomed, where. in cold 
climates only brambles will vegetate, was borne 
on the faint breeze, fannutf the fenfes. The 
fecundity of nature contruftrcd equally to luxury 
. and delight, I thought my fell on the borders of 

I 6 Faradife ; 
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Faradife ; and had not the recent fcene of car- 
nage oppofed as a drawback, I fhould have pro*r 
nounced, that even on out earth there were 
fpots exempted from evil 1 . 

Ih the midff of this enthufiafm, Iobferved'the* 
Bufhes to (hake, the high grafs to tremble, antf a 
large friake, nearly fix yards long, curTed before 
me. T was fixed" to the ipot with feat; all* my 
paradifaT images faded" ih a inftanf; "tBougHT 
fliduld have . remembered* that, according tt> 
Mofes, this animal was no flfanger ih the gar- 
den of Eden. There was fomethihg peculiarly 
drcadfuliri the motion of this monfter ; it feem- 
ed to glide imperceptibly along ih fllentrmajefty.- 
The birds who were* rejoicing ori the branched 
now dropped teeirriote,' or faintly chirped* 8 as- 
they endeavoured 'to fly-; and the monkeys and 
fquirrels, with wiM chatterings, fled to conceal, 
themfelves beneath the foliage. 

Its fiery eye did n6t perceive me*, or perceiv- 
ing, bowed obedience to man, and left- me in an 
: * " univerfal 



THEODORE CYPffON. ; rfFt 

■* % • 

tnriverfal- trembFe; no token, you wiH/fey, o£ 
courage, or my eminent fuperiority as lord ot . 
the creation-.. 

. All the charms of the grove Bad now loft'- 
their beauty, I caft my eye round with caution,, 
and dared fcarcely advance, left I fhould ftir up 
an «nerny. As I penetrated 1 deeper into the 
' wood', I feemed to enter a region - of enchant- 
meot,. where a hundred noifes aflailed me r on 
every fide, none of which had* ever before vi- 
brated on* my ear. Tfoops of moneys bound- 
ed through the trees, with a Hideous chattering, 
perhaps at this vifit from a tame relation. Va- 
rious unknown birds flew about, bedecked' with 
a plumage glittering as the rainbow, or charmed 
the ear with founds of^ melody: Shakes were 
become femiliar to me; fome l&y folded and 
balking at the roots of trees, others wound. 
round ; the branches, and fome of glofly and bur- 
in (hed appearance, fufpended themfelyes from 
the twigs in the! air, andfeemedto wanton.oh 
the breeze* - 

But 
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\- But of this -latter, there was only at lohg~ 
fpaces a&int breath. A burning heat, with a - 
damp vapour, Was alone fenfibly felt, and t^efc 
intermixing with the powerful perfumes, ex- - 
cited an. alnaoit irrefiftible inclination to fleep. 
The lufcious fruits which fruOjg in full perfec- - 
tioo, allayed tfye thirft excited by the heat, and « 
guiding mjfelf as near as poffible by the fun, I : 
fuftained my fpifits ia.cer tain confidence of fijc- - 
cefs; - r - . . t • . 

« 

4 

\ 

On a fudden I heard the voice of a man$ to • 
me far more terrible than ferpents or, tygers. - 
I flunk trembling into a brake, waiting to hear 
if I could diftinguifli any particular that mig^t - 
rwarn me to efcape, or affure me of fafety,— For 
a time J could hear nothing of the etieray.I : 
feared, and for whom I was wholly unprovided* . 
having with me no milEIe weapon, of any de- 
fcription, I ibon after heard the forking of a « 
dog, and- the laughter of children. Thus ep- - 
couraged, I ventured to look out, and law a « 
naked favage dancing on a little fpot of ground, 

with 



Wkbi two children of a &ep copper colour. V 
afofe with intention to tryft to his o&ercyvfor. 
man faid I to nrvfelf is the feme, whether 
black, brown, or white, he fiillhas p?flioas>the * 
only danger to be feared is ia oppofing, thofe paf- 
fions;-befides, hbfpitality is the firii law of n*~ 
ture, and at all hazards death is only death, and '■ 
few are the things in this world,/ for which a- 
wife -man would de&e to live* 

■ 

I have often had occasion to obferve, that the 
way to preterve life, 4s not to be over fearfal of 
lofing it, being prepared for the worft, every al- ' 
tcrnative is- for the better, and we \indertakfc 
.dangers prudeace would tremble at. 

Thus fortified by reafon, I ventured to ad- 
Vance, but the Hindoo, had no fooner a glimpfe 
of my colour, than as if a lion had rulhed down 
His path, he uttered a howl, and catching his 
^children in his arms began to fly. I called after 
him aloud, he looked round at -the tone of dif- 
tafs; I lifted up my hands, 1 pointed to my 

wounds, 
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wounds, though this appeal Should have excited- 
his joy, feeing they were received in butchering 
bis countrymen : but' his heart was not* made of 
European materials, and* feeing that' I was un- 
provided with fire arms, he turned round and 
held out his hand in token of peace. 

Paddrefled Him in the feveral languages* I* 
was matter of, but he was ignorant of all except 
the Hindoo, and a little bad Arabic, ferving , 
merely to convey a general meaning, accompa- 
nied 'by figns. Thris was, however, fufficient 
for ihe purpofe of * benevolence, and feeing my 
exhaufted fituation, he conduced me into a deep 
hollow, where amidft ^Imoft imperviouslbadei, 
tbt modeft man/ion rofe. This palace was an' erec- 
tion of fods, ftrengthened by branches of» trees, > 
which growing, became a living (belter. A 
fmall aperture ferved for door and windowy an 
Indian mat for carpet- and bed. Mflk, melons, 
and cocoa nuts were fet before me, by the fe- 
male companion of his folitude, and knowing, 
that he who would, ingratiate himfelf with the 

mother, . 
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mother, muft notice her offspring ; I was parti- 
cular in my careffes of thefe dingy children of 
heat, 

A cpndefcenfion fo unufual from a white, 
gained upon them both, and all that the. cottage 
afforded was at my command. — " You are fe* 
paratc here, my friend," laid I, c< from the reft 
of your natioq, do you hold no commerce with 
'them?" 

- *' Yes-," he replied ; M I hold the commerce 
"of friendship; I feed the wanderer when he 
ftrays from the defart, without afking his caft\ 
I am content with my companion ; we live on 
the productions of nature, arid can man dedre 
more?" 

** Yes," faid I, c< you live ignorant of a 
thoufand luxuries, you know not the volaptu- 
ouf nefs of poignant fauces. ' ' 

"Braina*" 



/ 
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#i Brama," faid he, " aHows us not to deftroy 
the life of any animal, afrd we ace Efficiently 
provided with vegetable and fruits. — -** Suppofc- 
kig it," replied I, " you know nothing of the 
divine art of navigation which opens one coun- 
tty to another, and fupplies the inhabitants of 
the frigid zone, wkh the luxuriances of the 
temperate and -torrid. "-^ w Happy would: khav? 
beea," faid he, " if I had not known, nor ever 
heard of this divine art, for I fee nothing refult 
from it but murder and oppreffion. If we built 
large (hips like yourfelves, and cquid traverfe 
-the vaft ocean; would your people give us fettkr 
meats in their country, and allow ua to ttttkf 
contributions J'* 

* • * 

" No," faid 1, u that would be contfiaiy'A> } 
the laws of nature and the rights of poffeffion.'* 

" Then,*' retorted he, fharpiy, '* yoa a#; 
contrary to the laws of nature and die rights of 
poffefllon. You are at great pains to brave 
Atonraand diftreflcs, that, you may extort from* 

U8.J 
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cs our property, and convert us into flaves, to 
til] your rice, your poppies, and your cottons. 
We would Willingly have traded with you, wfc 
would have given you our cottons, our gold, 
our diamonds, and our ivory." — ^ But,"faid I» 
" you would not have given us them for no- 
thing, and the needy adventurers who come 
over here, have not principle fufltcknt to wait 

the profits of a fair barter.' 1 

• • ,■ 

» 

" By that," faid he, " I feppofe, and frot* 
their actions, I judge, they are the vagabonds of 
your rotion that come atnotigft us. I hafl 

* heavi of thek cruelties, and not being willing fe> 
Jofe the liberty of commanding my own a&iona* 
{for I did not fee fcow their being white gave 
them authority to force me to labour) Iforfoofc 
the pleafure of living with my relations, attd 
with my companion buriedmyfelfintbc woods. ,r 

Such were the fentiments of the fimple Hia- 
doo. I own I bluflied for my countrymen, and; 
Aeonly excufe I could mate was^ that they 
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werea company of hungry merchants. " Of what 
avails" thought I, " is our boafted learning and 
knowledge? For what are all our refearches, 
but to deal out flavery and death to thofe left 
t , learned than ourfelves? Wonderful improve- 
ments, indeed I" 

Before my Indian friend, I found myfelf cons- 
iderably funk in value, and had I then a com> 
panion like myfelf, I {hould have renounced fo- 
ciety, and taken up. my abode with monkeys 
and ferpents. Beneath the covert of the woodi, 
I remained titt my wounds were perfeAry 

' whole, experiencing the efficacy of cleanlinefe ■ 

jand nature, to reftore the accidental damages of 
our fragile machine. Perhaps I fhould have 

.formed a family alliance with the worfhsppers 
of Bcama, and learnt to reverenee the Pagoda of 

'Seringharrv had not my apprehenfions of the 
fate of my family fupported the fading defire of 
returning to England. I therefore firft pro- 
pofed a trial at efcape, and mould that be im> 
poflible, tD' fit down in peace Jaeneath the ban* 

r • ' - - yan!i> 
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"gran's {bade, rather than again expofe myfelf at 
an Englifh fettlement. > 

I fet out in the defign of traverfing the im- 
menfe wood, which had from the firft harmony 
of chaos fpread forth its branches, and I (bed 
tears at parting with the man of nature, and hi? 
family; I left them fporting with their children 
on a Kttle green, and had the fatisfa£tion ta 
hear their repeated good wiflies in that accent' 
©f heart-felt affe&ion, which more than words 
is conviiSUve of the efieem we poffefs. 

Thofe who have never experienced, can little 
conceive the terrors of an eaftern ibreft, far 
fc overbalancing the beauties of the flowers and the 
wchnefs of the fruits, ^ In the day, the filent 
ferpent winds through the grafs or darts from 
the trees, whilft the air is hot almoft to fuffoca- 
lion. In the night, echo thunders with Board- 
ings, the meteors gleam through the air, and 
the under growl of lions and tygers, fix difmay 

in 
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* 

in the ftouteft heart, and carry terror to every 
other animal of the wood9. 



My only refource at night was to climb the 
trees in defiance of ferpents, and noxious in- 
fers ; the gnat was by night and day a perpe~ 
tual torment, often nearly ftimulating me to 
madnefs, by the irritation they created in the Ikin. 

I 
\ 

On the fecond day of my painful journey, 
I drfcovered the remains of an animal I judged 
to be a.bufialo, from thelargenefs of the remain- 
ing bones, though they were broken and fcat- 
tered about. I bad fortunately only heard the 
roarings of the lion and the bowlings of the ty~ 
ger, but I every moment expedted to fee them 
ftart from the gloom, and feize on me as their 
vi&im. Indeed I often met with their foot-* 
fteps, and in one place from the devaftation of 
the trees and the torn up ground, I concluded 
there had been a comtxtt with a rhinoceros or 
elephant. 



No 



/ 
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^No human being, nor the traces of their feet 
met my eye throughout the remainder of the fo- 
'Ktary march, and whilft I beheld fo immenfe a 
track adorned with all the glories of luxuriant 
^vegetation, I curfed in my heart that ambition, 
Ivith which a name or pajfry track of ground 
•is fufficient reafon to annihilate a million of hu- 
man beings. 

On the eighth day of my journey, my eyes 

•were bleffed with the profpeit of the mighty 

deep. I flood for a time to gaze on it with ex- 

4afy, and felt a rupture arifing in my mind at 

the recollection of parents and friends, but this 

Was quickly damped by not being able to defcry 

either, town or habitation. I fat down, gazing 

found with irrefolution of purpofe, for being 

ignorant of the latitude of Surat, neat which 1 

fuppofed myfelf, nor having any inftrument to 

take an obfervatlon, I might wander without 

ever approaching nearer, or perhaps throw my- 

felfinthe way of the army. Yet to. fit down 

without an effort, and fpend the reft of my life 

without 
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without parpofe or benefit, was contrary to my 

nature, and I refolved at leaft to make a trjal at 

efcape, by T fdfc>wing ina northward dire&ioa 

along the backs of the. ocean. .*..'. 

» 
t .. . • 

For feme days I continued this plan, but the 
wood, the only fource of my exiftence, ending 
in a barren flat, neceflitated me to return, chang- 
ing my intention into waiting the fortune of 
chance,. which might condudt fome vcflel on 
fliore, or within fight of fignals. 

.. In the life I feemed doomed^ to lead, there 
was little of variety ; the next tree providing me 
fubfiftencej my whole range of arn^fernent con- 
lifted in examining a thoufand plants and 
flowers unknown mi Europe; I now experi- 
enced the want of feciety ; the hours patted 
away, it is true,, but in their duration I was,a 
prey to laflitude., and fighed for fome object of 
aflioa. 

a 

The 
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The equinox I knew rauft canje upon me, 
tut hoping as I did to leave the place, I Wanted 
reiblution to provide for it, and fhoutd doubtlefs 
have waited its* fury, bat for the reftlefs fpirit 
whichimpelled me to a&ion. In obedience to 
this impulfe, I began to ereft a hut, with ho 
other Cool than a pocket knife, and found no 
(mall pleafure in obferving its advancement. 

The dread of lions and Vygerc wore away, 
and I experienced the folly of that common ob- 
servation, which fuppofes that man in a ftate of 
nature is the creature of timidity. On the con* 
trary, 'tis fociety renders us cowards, by leading 
us to truft in the fupport of others. But fa a 
v man where he knows himfelf cut off from fo- 
reign. aid t where he rauft depend i»n his own re- 
fources, he inftantly finds himfelf roufed to de- 
' fend, and that his fuperior fagacity is more than 
. Competent to overcome mechanical prowefs. 

Round /the fpbt I had planned for my little 
habitation, I drew a line of cheveavx dt frizz, 
- y Vox. 'II. K formed 
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formed of pointed flakes, fo dofely and com » 
pa&ly placed, that no animal of common fise 
Could have made an entrance. Thua.I began 
to have & regular appestr&nce* One day walk* 
ing along the (hore, I had the curiofity to pick 
up feveral {hells that lay (battered about, they 
contained pearls of no little value, and as I ne- 
ver defpai red of fome daycfcaptng, I concealed 
many of the fined in my clothes. 

I had now been mote than fix weeks on the 
ihore, weeks which tomehadpofleffedthe dura- 
tion of months 1 and for ought I could perceive, I 
might here fpend the remnant of my days, 
no veftige of man being near, or in hGt 9 any 
objeft that could aflTure me the earth contained 
♦ any human being befides myfelf. 

One of thofe tremendous ftorms which threat* 
en deftru&ion to finking nature, clofed in th$ 
evening of a beautiful day. Rain and hail de- 
scended, not in torrents, but in flreets, or as if 
the burfting clouds parted, at once with their 

contents. 
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contents. The thunder feemed to (hake the 
heavens, and vibrated through the foreft with- ' 
out a moment's intermiffion, whilft the light- 
ning of various colours, flaflicd and- illumine^ 
the gloom, which enfhrouded the earth with 
tenfold darknefs. The heavens themfelves ap- 
peared* to open, and the laft hour of refufcitation 
to be come, and trembling nature about to hear 
her doom. The greateft ftorms of Europe when 
compared with them, are as a child's fire- work: 
to the burfting of -ffitna. 

Trees, whofe proud heads dafhed and raked 
the bofom of the clouds, were ftwvered into 
atoms ; the whole foreft bent and waved"like a 
field of corn. The lea arofe above its ihores in 
contending confufion, and its furges daftied with 
a found awfully fublime, when intermixed with 
the jar of elements. The roaring of the lions 
and the howling of other beads were funk in 
the ftorm, and feemed rather the impulfioas of 
fear, than tb« ferocity of courage, 

K 2 Beneath 
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Beneath the banyan tree I was fafe from the 
lightning, and though drenched with rain, con- 
templated with reverence the grandeur of the 
hurricane in the elevation of its fury; thence, 
jby a. natural tijnfition, railing my mind with 
wonder to the power of that Being, who could 
fet the univerfe at war, hurl infinity of worlds 
againft each other in confufion, and convert the 
harmony of the circling fpheres into uproar, de- 
flroying all that breathes the breath of exiftence. 

For three days the ftorm continued, almoft 

without interruption, it then fubfided, and I 

ventured towards the fhore. Every ftep pre- 

fented before me devaftation, and I found my 

hut, wherein I had trufted as able to refift fol- 

ftitial fury, fcattered without a veftige remain- 

ing. 1 raifed my eyes towards the ocean, and 

beheld with pleafare unfpeakable, a veffel near- 

ing the land, apparently under circumftanccs of 

<li-ftrefs. I retired to where 1 might fee without- 

being obferved, waiting impatiently till fhe 

brought too, and fent a boat afhore. 

Their 
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Their habits convinced methey were Dutch f 
and now heing no longer in* fear, I advanced* 
accpfting them in French — two of them hap- 
pened- to be well acquainted with that language. 

I informed diem I had been fhipwrecked in » 
voyage to Mocka, had taken the drefs of a conv- 
mon foldier w1k> was drowned tm the ihore r 
and had remained 011 the fpot near three years. 

They agreed totake me on board, at the fame/ 
time letting me under (land, they were bound 
from Surat to Mocka for gains, and that tht 
ftorm had driven them into this bay r which was. 
that of Cambayat 



After loading die boat with fruits* we went 
on board, and having repeated the fame flory tt» 
the captain, he offered to land me fafeat Mocka. 
I- knew too well the character of the Batavians,, 
and indeed of mankind in general, to open to 
liim the fecret of my wealth, as I doubted not 

K3 ' he: 



I98 THEODORE CYPHOtf. 

he would facrifice his humanity to avarice, and 
probably land me in a defart to perifh. 

I had conceived the defigtf of failing up the 
Red Sea, traverfing the famous Thebaic defart,* 
and down the Nile to Alexandria. As my Ba~ 
tavian proceeded no higher than Mocka,,and 
there were no veffels then in harbour, I was ob- 
ligated to wait, and provide royfelf lodging with 
an old Arab, whofe rapacity belied the charac- 
ter of Arabian hofpitality. I parted with five* 
ral of my pearls to provide myfelf an Arabiaa 
Jrefs, and many other neceffariesL required in si 
voyage equally dangerous, and tedious ; ia , 
which more was to be apprehended from the 
inhabitants on fhore, than the hazards of the 
Jea, or the funken beds of coral, from whofe co- 
lour probably the fea took its name. 

After a confiderable prefent to the Shaikfor 
his protection, I was allowed to remain at li- 
berty, not being confidered as worth particular * 
notice, from my apparent poverty. In one of 

:v V the 
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the common veflels that trade on the Red Sea, 
after many delays, I procured a pafiage under 
prote&ion of my old hoft, for all who would 
make a voyage through this inhofpitable region f 
jmift nominate; feme Arab as ghafir or proteflor, 
■without which, in cafe of fhipwreck, they would 
probably fuffer murder as well as robbery. 

The tifual viciffitudes of weather attended 
*>ur courfe, and when near fhore, ^our ftnfe* 
/were delighted with the fpices watted from Ara^ 
hia Felix { but hpwfeves I might be tempted to 
Jand* ttef barbarity of *fa* tohafeitents prevented 
jne.' The only place : wetoufehe^at to procure 
fome refrefliment, was Gidda, t where we took 
up two Maliometan pilgrims who had been at 
Mecc*. * . '• H 

J . . * »j - . • •*- ' • » 5 

« Jn . the follow-tog t night a foiarfe gale of wihJ 
fgrang up frpfn the (hore, which fent our pilots 
tp prayers, jnfteajl of u£pg their exertions, and 
the ftars being. obfcured by. clouds, Ifeared being 
dr-ivciji.o^the Abyfljnian .coaft ;. and ignprant a$ 
i - &4 Iwafc 
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I was of navigation, I endeavoured to ftear 
through the ftornv and to infpire the failors 
with fame other fpirit than faperftition. 

For two days we continued to drive, every 
hour expe&iftg our creaking veflcl would deli- 
ver us fo the waves. We then came withiq 
fight of a fhore, the captain afferted he knew tcf 
be a well known point within a few leagues of 
Suez, and therefore flood direfkly in ; but the 
furges which broke over the beds of coral, foon 
convinced him of his raiftake, a heavy (quail at 
the fame time fixed tb* fcrccaftle immovably 
firm, whilft the ftern was expofod to the b&t*» 
ing of the waves. 

In vain the Mahometans called on. their pro- 
phet for fafety, they were obliged to commit 
themfelves to *he waves, few reaching the 
Ihort. To me who was expert « fit fwimming, 
add colleftcd in my fenfes> the attainment of 
land was an eafy matter; but when there. I 
knew not what reception J might experience, 

and 
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;and fixing in my belt a brace of piftols and an 
Arabian dagger, I caft niyfelf . on the wave*, 
fhortly gaining the land, where not a fingte 
trace of vegetation was perceivable. 
• . • » * - 

It was early in the meaning when the air i* 
exceeding keen, and I found _thofe who had ef- 
caped crouching to the fand, lamenting the* 
wreck of the veflel. From ufelefs regret we 
.were quickly called to aflion, by the appearance 
vof feveral Arabians armed with Tpears, and not 
knowing whether they came as enemies or 
friends, were obliged to prepare to receive theft; 
•as either,. 

• * 

The Arabians moftly carry with them fpnje 
deftrtiflfcive weapon, and therefore we found our* 
felv.es very well armed* with piftols and daggers. 
Our little company which had trembled before 
at the blowing of the winds, drew itfelf up with 
•admirable refolution, againfta danger far more* 
dreadful. This was merely the refult of habit,. 
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for in thofe defart wilds where man is huntcij 
by man, life- is held on* the tenure of a mo- 
ment. 

• * * - - 

Seeing our refolution, and probably fuppof. 

■ ing perfons in our rircumftances could not Save 

much plunder, they halted at a little diftanca, 

^Surveying us with attention. I confidered, that 

when refolution wavers, a trifle wiH occafion*rt 

:to- preponderate, and that much may be trufted 

:to, the generality of man. I therefore threw 

down my amis, and advanced with one hand 

ftretcbed: out, the other touching ray forehead, 

pronouncing at the fame timeaJoud^.." Salam 

alicum" 

. • • • i .- • . 

- A ▼eneraMeArab'with~a-fpear'ih His hanc^' 
and double armed, advanced to meet me, with 
the falute of " Alkum Salam" an affurance 
that peace Was -between us, and that I might 
claim the rights ofhofpitality. 

"And 
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• u And you are alfo bound/' faid I, " to pro - 
4e£t thefe my companions through the defart*i 
will you (Wear that no harm (hall come upot* 
them l" — " Aa to that," faid he,. € f my profefr 
fion is war, and thofe who are with us, muft 
partake in its chances. I am going to return 
through the wildernefs of Thebes into lower 
Egypt r and if your route be that way, you muft, 
partake th6 hazards of warfare." ' 

This was not the route of the failbrs, and as 
they feared to truft an Arab of the defart, they 
agreed rather-4o_~©ridure the chances of famine, 
nor could I perfuade any but one Turk to trtift 
himfelf with the robbers. 

The behaviour of the fifamen irritated the 
chief of the band, and I had fome difficulty in 
perfuading him to fuffer their obftinacy to be 
its own reward ; but no entreaties could prevail 
with him to fpare the wreck, which was by 
this time divided, and great part wafhed afhore. 

K6 All 
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AH that was portable his followers laded tap~ 
on cameb, and by the x tirae the fan call najba* 
daw on the plains, we were ready to march 
tiver a track of rocky and uneven ground. 



t } 
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CHAP. X. 
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In vain ye hppe the green delights to know, 
Which plains more bleft or verdant vales bcftow 5 
Here rocks alone, and taftelefs. fends are found, 
And faint and fickly wmds forever howl around* 
# * # * 

\ O eeafe my fejfs! all frantic' as I go, 
When thought creates MnnumberM fce,nes^of woe» 
What if the lion in his rage I meet !-*•• 
Oft in the dull I view his printed feet. Collins* 



1 



CONSIDERED myfelf as now launching 
out into a new fphere of exiftence, being thrown 
amongft the truly lavage font of mm, with 
whom no law, fare force, was acknowledged; I 
considered tfyflt I (bould noyr fee him; yfken 
jzywy paffion l>ad fway 9 arwj his defines <#iiy tp- 
prf^bgjratj^catipn. t ; ., . r, , r . t 

, , ...... 

.-During our painful march, which by no 

eaeaus excited pleasurable ideas of what waf to 

..» be 
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Be endured in travelling the burning fands* I 
Rad occafion to obferve the firmnefs of their 
courage, and the Undaunted air, fo ftrongly de- 
Kneated on their features, the confequences of an* 
independent life, .Towards evening we turped 
round a (harp proje&ion of rocks,, and found 
ourfelves in a regular camp, where we werere- 
ceived with congratulations, and the faith, which 
was never known to be violated by a robber, 
pledged to us. I endeavoured to attach myfelf 
to the chief, hy opening to him ideas he was. ut- 
terly ignorant of, and happily for me, he was a 
man of curiofity and uncommon liberality pf 
ttntiment.'- ' ••' - » : * 

A young icamel was killed, a^a kind of feaft 
before we Keganour march, arid brandy was given 
round in plenty, as we fat upon die fands. The 
•ftfeat was feafoned withfpiceitoaidegree of exco- 
riation ; and when I considered the vaft quantify 
of pepper and brandy they confumed, with the 
nery atmo(phere they inhaled,! could not won- 
der at the heat of their temper, or that their na- 

iaral 
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:tural paffibns partook of madnefs. In ftuSl, the 
/animal fpirits, in* thofe climates, are in conftaik . 
fermentation, unknown in die temperate air of 
Europe ; and though we do not call them chit 
chren of the fun> they merit the name o£ children 
effire. 

In the morning our tents were ftruck, and, 
together with the baggage, and a large provifion 
•f water in {kins, mounted on the patient camel. 
The whole band, to the found of fongs, began » 
to move forward, and no care feemed to cloud 
them from the part, or what might be yet to 
come.. Mirth and jefts were bandied from one 
to another, and an unacquainted fpe&ator would 
hardly have fuppofed fo catelefs a troop was 
about to traverfe the burning defert, and' give 
the mfe Ives up to all the inconveniences and dan* 
gprs attending fo difmal a march. 

* ■ 

« * 

For many leagues our way wound amongft 
-mountains of garnet, vaft columns of whieh 
were, fliattered in various forms, and fcattered . 

over 
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ever the vallies, appearing like the ruifi$ of fome 
xhagniftcent city. Amongft. thefe we halted at 
night rand our fesouft bringing word that they 
J*&4 dtfedvefed traces of cagfcekMeet lately form- 
ed* being tbofeof a wandering band more nume- 
rous than themfelves, it was agreed to remain 
here for fome days, till they fhould have paffed 
beyond danger *f our overtaking them; tbofe 
robbers always avoiding any troops on the fame 
expedition, if fuperior in numbers. Their fag*- 
/ city in difcovering the number, and time they 
haye been on the fpot, is only equalled by the 
American Indians/, who will trace an enemy 
jahrough vallies and over mountains by his fcent,, 
or the preffure on the fward, 

The tents were accordingly pitched, and as a ? 
Lanark of favour, my ftatiori was appointed near 
that of the captain; The mountains where the 
Cufhites firft inhabited after the flood,, lay on 
tHir right hand ; being fearful of another deluge, . 
if they ventured to build in the plain, they ex- 

cavated. 
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cavatfcd the mountains like the cells of a honey- 
comb, in which a whole nation redded. 

/- 

My curiofity to fee fo wonderful a monu«<. 
ment of antiquity, led me to prevail on the 
Shfiik or Captain to accompany me, with thirty 
of his men, to view fo extraordinary a perform- 
ance, which; remains a teftimony of feme great 
revolution in nature; though that the whole ^ 
* earth fliould at once be emerged in a deluge, is 
phyfically impoflible. 

' A few miferable Wretches, who live oh plan* 
*tef , And jhe flefli. of camels cut and dried in the 
jfnn, at this day exift in thofe fubterranean 
Mdiamhens^ many of which are both curioufly 
carved, and fpacious enough to contains whole 
village. Having fatiefied ourfelves, going from ; 
one chamber to another, we mounted our ca- 
mels* and descended into a deep valley, fur- 
rounded by immenfe rocks of game): of various 
colours, acting as lens in collecting the rajs of 
the fun, rendering refpiration fcaccely poffibje, 

though 
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though a gentle current of air was drawn aforig; 
the centre of the valley. 

s 

We had ncrt advanced far» when one of the 
Arabs' diftinguifhed the top of a tent, with a 
ilreamer flying, behind a pile of rocks. Before 
-we could determine on the neceffary mea* 
-Jure?, feveral men appeared armed, filing oat td 
ineet us, 

^ In a moment the robbers were prepared, feei- 
ing we mud engage ; lightning appeared to flafli 
-fronj theireyevtheirnoftrHs were 1 reflated ,Aeir 
rwhalevifage became a tempeft of fury, and tfc»y% 
ran to the attack. The enemy were drawn out 
in greater number, but we had the feperiority 
in arms, and by a judicious manoeuvre, the cap- 
tain ihewed himfelf not unfkilled in command* 

The irregularit yof the fcattered rocks affording 
places of .concealment for an army, he detached 
ten of his men, commanding them to. remain uiv 
<oWeiYej*tiH,.b.y aifeigned flight, be &ould ha*p 

drawa 
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drawn the enemy beyond fuccour From theit 
camp, they were then to take them in flank and 
give no quarter. 

I kept my ftation befiJe Ab Ulmer, the cap* 
tain, refolving to exert myfelf to the utmpft ; 
for now it was not an affair of injuftice, but ty* 
rant againft tyrant ; and my only chance of re- 

♦ 

taining the affe&ions of my proteflors, was by 
•a difplay of courage equal to their own. 

i 

Ab Ulmer knew the advantage of riding trp 
to the charge. Our piftols were difcharged in 
each others faces, our fpears were hurled in the 
air, and our'fabres drawn in an inftant On 
pur part, though we maintained the battle with 
vigour, we gradually retreated to beyond th£ 
ambufcade, which at the fignal rufhed out, and 
took them behind ; at the fame time we uttered 
a tremendous fhout, and renerving our arms, 
redoubled our , exertions. The enemy conti* 
uued firm and undifmayed, fighting with the 
obftinacy of tigers, who difdain to yield whilft 

breath 
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breath remains in them, though bleedingunder 
a thou fa nd wounds. 

Notwithftanding this refiftance, we began to 
prefs upon them, when in our turn we began 
to fear, near twenty more advancing from the 
camp at fuli fpeed. " Fly, Haqfon," cried Ab* 
. Ulnaer; w take two with you, turn yonder 
projections and attempt to burn their camp, or 
we (hall be loft." I battened without lofing a 
moment j and notwithftanding „ the burning 
Jieat, and violent third, occaGoned by clouds of 
duft and th6 exertion of fighting, together with 
|h$ pailful irritation of the duft rankJing in but 
wounds, I urged forward, with thtf two Arabs* 
Vrhofe countenances w^rt ftained with bloody 
and r had the; fury of hounds devouring their 
prey, 

N 
\ 

■We entered the camp, it being left under the 
cars of only three men and two boys, who 
guarded the pafs. Two of the men were in-- 
ftantly cut to pieces, and a fire burning on the 

.' ground^. 
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ground, for the purpofe of roafting food, the 
tents were infiantly in a blaze. 

* 

The cries bf women were heard from one of 

thelargeft , already on fire . I haftened in to refcue 

them ; but my eyes were (hocked with a fight 

more dreadful than imagination can conceive. 

Two young females, beautiful as the virgins of 

Georgia, were weltering on the ground, whilft 

ftreams of "blood poured from the wounds they 

had given themfelvep. An elderly woman, of 

mod magnificent meih, lay ftretched b:fide 

them* in all appearance dead.- One of the 

"Arabs, perceiving fhe yet had life, placed one 

foot on her bbfom, and raifed his fcymeter to cut 

of her head, but catching his arm, I turned afide 

the blow. He inftantly endeavoured to turn 

the weapon upon rife, but avoiding the ftroke, I 

plunged my fabre through his . throat, and* 

brought him down with a groan. 

\ The lady, who was pompoufly arrayed in fine 
tnuflin and jewels, I dragged out of the tent; 

but 
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but before I could return to fave her daughters, 
the whole was an entire blaze of fire, and they 
were fmothered in the flames. The whole 
camp was now kindled, and it' was with diffi- 
culty we could carry to a diftance fomc of the 
valuable baggage, in which we were helped by 
the Arab and the two boys. 

*^Meanwhile, thofe engaged in the battle, fee- 
ing they tents burning, and not knowing the 
numbers who were thus employed, flagged all 
at once^ fufFermg themfelves to be cut down 
almoft without refiftance, which they were to a 
man. / ' 

The flioutof vi&oryl vi£tory ! afiailedour 
ears: but we had little to boaft, only twelve re* 
maining on our fide, and thefe badly wounded, 
the captain efpccially, who had then the head of 
a fpcar flicking in his arm. Water was the ge- 
neral cry; for beneath a vertical fun, water is 
more ineftimable than wine. A new cry now 
arofe, and in a tumultuous manner they do 

manded 
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ttanded in y N life, for having killed one of their 
companions. Iinftantly faw the greatoefe of 
the dariger :J. was expofed to, and fwearingby* 
Mahomet, I yyouH chine the firft who raifed 
his hand againft me, \ waved my fabre, dyed 
with gore, and rufhed through them to Ab 
Ulmer. . 

*" Did not you promife," cried I, " on your 
oath that none 6F your people fhould offer me 
violence in the defert? Did you not fwear, * 
May God do fo to me, and more alfo, if I or 
mine touch a hair of thy head in injury ? ,§ 

;*' Truly, I did," faid he; "and I here again 
repeat that promife to thee \ for the victory of 
this day is thine." 



* *' He has flaih an- Arab/' cried tbev, " rnd 
we demand blood ibr bloody" 

i 

* 

. " I have," cried I, € . € mifcreants, lam ready 
to repeat it. Who are you, that think to bra- 
vado? 
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vadd? That matv was flain, in riiy own dc* 
fence. I fwear by the tombs of your father*, 
that he raifed his fword againft me ; and I fwear 
alfo, I will not die tamely like a camel, but with 
the furjr of a lion*" 

/ 

" Bravo ! my friend," cried the Shaik, ad- 
vancing to embrace me, " there fhall not an 
hair of thine head be touched, whilft Ab Ulmer 
lfath power to poife a lance." 

A blood- thirfty fellow, of mafculine make, 
advanced before hi* fellows. " Boater," cried 
he, " the man thou haft flain was my friend. I 
(fecnand jufticc according to our law. I dare 

* ffcee to the combat; come on, and the fiekf-bc 

* theviaorV* 

\ Though thofe pefojtfa are dextrous at the 
broad-fword, they have no knowledge of fencing 
or the cool art of defence, in which I knew my- 
- - felf pra&ifed. I therefore flepped up to him; 
*' And now," cried I, " fee what, this knave 

cart 
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can perform ; he cannot fo much as hit me with 
all his vaunts." » 

He bore down upon me with fury ; by the 
weight of his blows often nearly linking down 
my guard, but my fword being well tempered 
flood the fhock ; and having exercifed himfelf 
out df "breath, I began to advande in my turn, 
and taking him over the fword arm, made my- 
felf mafter of his weapon, to the aftoniftiment of 
the Aribs, who now allowed I was a brave fel- 
low, and voluntarily took an oath to bury every 
<2iiim0'fity. 

« 

Saving thus fettled this difagreeable affair/ 
aild ftanched our wounds, the plunder became 
the naxt' obje£t of attention. It was exceed- 
ingly rich, confiding of many fhawls, which 
fingly were valued at four hundred fequins ; 
with bars and ingots of gold. As the chief 
commanded that a portion fhouldbe fet afide for 
riie, and I perceived it was not agreeable to the 
company, who confidered me as an interloper, 

Vol. II. L an J 
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and had underneath threatened . deftru&ion to 
the lady I had refcued, I thought \t wifeft to 
avoid further altercation, and at the fame tiriie 
•do an office of humanity. 

/ 

t • i - 

I waited, however, till my divifipn was Tet 
apart,, then defiring they would attend, IbegajJ : 
/" You fay well that I am a Granger amongft 
-you ; and to (hew you that a ftranger can pof- 
fefs more fpirit than ypu /who traverfe the defert. 
J now ftand up amongft you. I am a man, 
«whofe country is the world, and whofe friends 
-are all who wear the image of man ; as fuch you 
cannot condemn my clemency in preferving 
this unfortunate, woman, who I (hall claim as 
*nine ; and thofe paltry goods yovi have fet afide 
as my fhare of the prize, I intend to divide, not 
partially between you who have fought, but.be- 
tween the whole community, as a teftimorjy of 
jfriendfhip." 

This difintereftednefs conciliated-the moft re- 

« , * # • • *. * « 

fiaftory, mid the lady was willingly delivered to 
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*wiy care* She was overwhelmed with forroifr, 
preferving an uninterrupted filence. during &$ 
courfe of our march to the camp. 1 learpt fronfc 
one of the boys We had taken, that ftie was th$ 
wife of the chief; and that thofe \wo young wc*» 
^men, who had perished rather than fufFer the 
violation of the Conquerors* "Were her daughters. 
They alfo informed me (he Was not an Arab, 
haying been taken prifoper in * little Carayan in 
Lower Egypt, 

As this was a matter of trifling importance, I 
turned my attention to comfort her, but could > 
qnly draw from her. expreflians of gratitude at 
my kihdnefc, and a bequeft, made with peculiar 
folemnity. 

41 I feel," faid fhe, " that the fountain of my 
life begins, to fail, and 1 that my days are auir> 
bered. They have Ion; been written in cha 
rafters of forrow r and joy has been a ftranger to 
my heart: but this Lift (hock, which hath de- 
cayed me in fo cruel a manner, in bereaving 

L 2 » 6 
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me of my children, hath brought my terrenfc 
exifterice to a narmw'fpan. I poflefs yet feme 
degree-ofwealth, and fome trinkets of no value, 
but as pledges of the tkareft and tendered affeo 
tion, all thefe I deliver to you, and for my fake 
never part willingly from the bracelets and neck- 
lace you will find in this cafket." 

. At thefe words flie delivered into my hands a 1 
cafket of curious eaftern workman (hrp; and 
lying down upon the couch, defired I would 
fuffer herto remain a (hprt time alone. I went 
out' at the door of my tent, unable to reply, and 
fax down upon the ground. It was midnight, 
and the ftars glittered with peculiar brightnefs. 
I gazed round on the Rillnefs of nature, and 
figbed at. the forrow constantly the companion 
of man. The fons of rapine were at reft, not a 
breath floated on the atmofphere, and I gave 
loofe to that melancholy deje&ion of fpirits 
which regards exiftence with indifference. 

* 

Why,- 
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- Why, thought I, do I toil for a phantom? 
why crofe deferts and feas, to find out relations 
who perhaps are inclofed in the depths of the 
grave? Of what confequence is life to me, who- 
have no purpofe of enjoyment, and whofe foul 
is fickened at the univerfal folly of man ? Why 
not take flight from life, and either fink into, 
eternal nonentity, or arife to etherial and puri- 
fied being? This dcofs which. 1 hold in my 
bands, has perhaps been death to many, has 
been procured by the panting miner, who 
breathes a hundred fathom deep in the earth* 
and drudges through a miferable life. But, 
alas ! were I to enumerate the lift of affinitive, 
curfes it has. produced, I muft detail, the hiftory 
of man. Go then, cried I, forgetting my fitua- 
tion, begone, pert of fociety, and leave us tq 
herbs and babbling, dreams.. 

In compliance with this fatly of imagination 
I dafhed the cafket to the ground, and for fomer 
lime fat bewildered in reflection. . The tender 
uecolle&ioa of relationfiiip again came before 

L3 mc, 
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jtoc, and perfonal fuffering funk away. I took, 
up the ca&et> and; concealing it beneath my* 
drefsj looked rounds over the vaft and immea~ 
furable profpe6t v where no fufteriaftce that: 
could fupport the life of any thing breathing 
Was to bq found. Yet in thisalmoflboundlefs. 
track, where a million fad rooni to pafs, a hnn- 
tired people, could not meet without ' cutting 
each other ia .pieces* for the honbur of huiiiatt 

r 

nature; a ftrong exhibition of out fu^feHor fetifc 
above the brutes and beafts of the* earthy 

I paflcd feveral hotfrcetfj^fed. to the dimgS of 
night; and fuppofing the lady by this time f 
ifleep, I entered foftly. Shi lay upon 'the 
cou^h, the lamp burned befids. her, and on the 
ground; ftood. a finall pKTal empty.. I began to 
fear fliehad put an end Jo her forrows, and ad- 
vancing,, liftened in vaia to hear her breathe. 

... ■ - • • 

I 4 tobk her hand^ it was cohl i[ 1 fat, down bfefide. 
Tier,, with a hprrotonly to be fek ; it was not in- 
deed at. the a<3ion, but at the, defpair of foul, 
which tnuft have preceded;. I took, up the 
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J&ial, it was drained to ttie bottom, or I myfclf 
fliould have made trial of its efficacy-, for a time 
debating on the confiftency of following hor;; 
before I could come to any refolution, I fell- 
afleep, and fancied myielf in'England, where I 
enjoyed, afide our cottage fire, thofe focial fports 
niy filters and Theodore ufed to partake, 

I was awakened by the Arabs coming to ftrike 
my tent, the order being given to march: and 
iio one troubling himfelf to enquire into the 
death of the ftranger, a- haft y grave Was dug in- 
the fands, at my intreaty, where fhe was. in*- 
terred. 

This day's march was extremely painful to* 
all who were wounded ; but as our pfovifion of 
rice was low, there was neceffity for our not 
delaying by the way. We ufually fefted aa« 
hour in the heat of the day, to drink coffee* 
which the Arabians do without either milk or; 
&gaiv 

L+, The. 
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i 

The human fpecies, in this part of the world* 
may be faid to be placed in a hot bed, the fe*- 
males attaining maturity: fo early, that they 
fupply the harams at twelve and thirteen, when, 
they are in full bloom, becoming old, with 
every mark of decayed nature at little more 
than twenty. Beneath forae palm-trees,, which 
grew out of the ruins near Syene, I perceived a 
young Arabian woman giving fuck to an infant ; 
I prefented her fome fpice, and enquiring her 
age, found fhe was a few months turned of 
eleven. < 

On the evening of this day we pitched our. 
tents beneath a grove of doom trees, which af- 
forded an agreeable freflmefs^ though their fruit 
was not valuable; we had, however, dates and- 
wine, with cakes of rice, few nations out of Eu» 
rope making regular repafts of meat. 

The vaft ocean of fand now lay before us. 
The robbers took particular care to furnifh a* 
ftdck of water, a fupply of cakes was baked, 

ground 



grfiftiiidvhito pow4er,'andTpacjkcd tip in bfrg&" 
This pow<ter was after ward* mixed with brandy, 
watefc aod - (pice, being the .only food, beGde* 
coffite,;jon r whickwe fafefifted. 'i 'This method *£ 
preparing it before habd* was. far the conyem- 
ence of dariiage, and the impoffibiKty of pro* 
curing fire, where neither fhrub nor blade of 
grafs could vegetate. 



V .. 



Our cattle, on the ;morftii% of ouj departure, 
took mote .than thei* qfaaltime to drink, as. if 
confeious they had. to undergo a long faft ; and 
the Arabs themfehres appeared melancholy, 
moving about in filencc. X cpuld not but re- 
mark the contraft of tfeefc behaviour now, to the 
mirth and jollity, of our firft* removal, which 
could only be afcribed to the fliortnefs of the 
trip, and paucity of danger. 

* The flighted wind agitated the fand* already 
calcined #to powder by the a&ion of heat. The 
trampling of our camels involved us in clouds, 
fometimes nearly fufpending the powers of re-, 

L 5 fpiration. 



fpirarioft.. The -eye fought ki vain* ; for* tfdfitff 
from the univerfd glare^andnorfitu^k^'Can be- 
thought on, more' fcnplcafent i thetpn&tfe de&va 
ed totfieSoof of ' i^*i6ifartih.Mii1k?writo: 
tore neceffitaied, <fa>ra r jtiff&to tithe* totfrricp •* 
moiithfol/of water,, retaking it ^wdidwestto* 
allay the barn iog flkme. ' ' : - 



A- 



On the fecond. day I experienced that decep- 
tion of fi^tv fttoarfsid^bytttiVeflers, attd which 
I conceive arife^fro^n The MrfiMMaft.df a% itnd 
llie a£tba of fo vaft a body of iight oh the optic 
*rerv*. My companions, when at the diftatfcfc 
of a hundred yard*, appearing encreafed to the 
height, of a tower, and i&ufoc eamelfc enlarged to 
the dhnehfions of an elephant. The fcye which 
for a time eontempfetes the fun, turns away, 
filled with flying clouds and globules of light; 
fo here, furrounded by no object, but extended 
fterility^ and a clocrdlefs fky> on the extent of 
horizon the fight pourtrayed cafHes, hobfes, and 
piouritams, that* like igmsfatuus^ were chafed 

m vain* 

On 
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On the evening of the %oth day, whilft the 
fen Was yet high in the heavens, we #erfe arto- 
rtHhed with a prodigy inconceivably grand, and 
fuch as not even'the robbers had before witneflV 
ed. A keen wind fprang up, andtlowing from 
north to fouth, carried columns of fand between 
us and the fun, which being tinged vfrith its 
rays^'and iri fome places, a* it were, tranfparenfy 
took the exadt refemblance of an immenfe wall 
of fire floating through the air. The interfaces 
through which the fun (hone, added to the aw- 
ful magnificence of the fcene, the flames appear- 
ihg to burft and fparkle from piles of red-hot 
£and;-» 

The Arabians proftrated themfelves- witlt 
trembling, whilft I flood loft in the fublime ob-. 
jedfc, which continued to pafs before us, and 
Which, had it approa'checFj would in a moment 
KaVe biffed ds fa itfbbforfi. - ifrie foul was loft 
in the coftfuioufnefs of its own irifighificance/ 
and in fdtemri ftlence behefld the terrible beauty 
and n&ajefty of the phaenomena.. Some particles 

L 6 of . 
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of fand came near us, and I could diftingmflt 
that the whole body was not of partial thicknefs* 
but was hurled in confufion, or rather fpread 
between us and the fun like a mifh 

The regular appearance was quickly changed 
by the encreafe of th$ wind, which raifing the 
fand in chaotic confufipn, took the form, of 
mountains,, and every figure fancy could trace, 
appearing like a vaft country of fire r or the re- 
gions of Pandemonium. 

The impreflion fo fublime a fcene made on 
my mind has never been effaced, and more 
ftrongly imprefled upon me the certainty of an 
infinite Creator, than ail the declamations of N 
priefts and philofophers. 

When this aftonifhing and ftupendous phae- 
nolfrenon had patted, the tents were taken from 
the camels, it being agreed to go no farther that 
nighty fuperftition having, as it were, fixed the 
Arabs to the fpot. But when we came to exa- 
mine 



I 
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ttiine our water, a ^iore ferious and juft alarm 
took place. By Tome accident the veffels had 
leaked nearly half their contents, fo that we 
xnuft either ftrike eaftward deeper into the de~ 
fert, to feme wells within reach, whilft oar. 
flock held out, or continue in long marches, at 
half allowance to fome wells we fhbuld find in 
a valley. ,!-.». i 

Moft were for the firft propofai, as no (itua- 
tion is more dreadful than the want of water in 
a country of flame \ but Ab Ulmer reprefented fo 
firikingly the hardfhips of going deeper into the 
defert, the delay it would occafion, and that the 
fuppJy wccouldtben carry from thofe diftant 
fpruigs would barely equal the march before us* 
that it was agreed to advance early in the morn- 
ing, to lay by in the exceflive heat, and travel 
through the night, 

. \ ■• . • ' • * . » • . , . 

• According. to this plan we continued feveral 
days, during which the violent fatigue I fuffer- 
ed threw me into a fever, adding) if poflible, to 

an 
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to infatiate and tormenting drought* My* 
, wlible body feemed parched-, and to have loft its 
radical fabiftare v the Ifem literal!^ pfeled off 
iriy face arid hands. . Thui, blinded with duft, £ 
continued to ride forvtard. in a ftaie of tafrtirre. : 
Th£ poor Tiiffc, who, as well as rayfeJf, faf- 
feredunder fo unufual a fituation, applied-him- 
felf to opium and brandy,, which threw hifh iritot* 
a temporary ftupor, but acting as a violent fti- 
niulafatyfte beckiheraVirl^ triad, and after Several 
attempts to dcftrbyhJrAftM> being only pfeverited 
By confining his hands: he died the fecond day^, 
a deplorable object bf pity; 

Gn the following day, we beheld a fpe#acle 
that cotild givtf ha feifa^iimk of ; pleafure to per- 
ftikt ifl t>ur fittratibrr, btaft fuhk oiir hopes confi- 
derably;; it was the ffcefetons of feveral. merr 
and camels,,who had fallen down in thii mMfpi* 
table wafte ; befide them lay feveral heavy artr- 

bftttveA tfiera^aViiybf the robbers Was' gtSrVb,' 
ffieir fpmfi drci^irVg' lilce the Herbs of ft* : &irf 
j when 



Wxcnidcprfrcdof moifture. Befides* mtffcriaW* 
ing how'fobn.we- ourfelves might betinder the 
feme cfrdjmffimcesy it was> ufelefs . *0 add to , did, 
Jynrdews crftthe pantitig canfec^. vl- 

^istd^Uttkt^ctWeiittof ltfc Ait frfrtieu^ 

hri| touch irs, and Uttder ft t iking drcun!iAiheR [ . 

Thus tfee bones,bf * few miferabte ttaVeHersj 1r¥ 

tiae r ibdmn vrildernef^ tearifttri WtAjftrffiob dh$ 

- dtffe^itt'thte foofeto* bfrrtiw; Wftbfe : trade Wis? 

* murder, and whofe fubfiftence was plunder. 
We proceeded flowly forward during thfcfleft of 
that and the following day, but thfe fucce&Tirig* 
which- fartmr' Crater. 'dtfaitied to thfe' laft drop, 
impreffed^pon us the deepeft melancholy . To 
augmentibtrrdiftrefs the caffiejs b£gjatt to flag,* 

. two of thofe that carried bales attuaHy funk 
down and expired., 

j Wtpxocetitd forward in dtedevpefi! filcnce* 
and, to eafe the gamelsj were obliged to dlfc 
laonnt^and; fnrverfe fantis which torched fhe 
foot, and burrit.thefittdais.from die feet. 'Some 

began 
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began to talk of laying down and, dyipg;? arid 
feeing that novtf was the time to-rife aboveirru- 
man fpfferjog, I ejgrtedxmyfeif, though labour-* 
ing under accumulated difeafes ? , qrifeo^raging 
them to, proceed. The Arabs knew we were 
withir* hajf a day's marphof the Wells, butatstfae 
rate we went, we, rgirjit as well have been diftanf 
a week;. nor could arguments be urged. to the 
camejs» fcne after another Jay ingrown, witb^heir 
burdens! and the makers fat dpwn befide them.: » 



. A general haljt was now called, and fubordU 
nation Jiaving ceafed, J demanded to be heard. 
V What," criedl, ^ men of An*aay;is this the 
fpkit fa mti<#i boafted of in the four. quarters, of 
the jw#rld I this your endurance of ha* dfhtp, that 
ypu will fit down on the fands, arid die of thirft 
with your hands before you, when the jciun tains 
of life invite you to drink ? For my part, tho* 
I value life p* little as any of you* I .will not'die 
withoutia ftruggle. Come on. then; you vrho 
bayefj^riutet us drive forward and pwacufe-w** 
ter, or diop down in the attempt." . 

Half 
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Haifa dozen were roufed from their lethargy, 
we Jp$k each one of the youngeft and moft able 
camels, and advanced- forward, leaving all our 
baggage behind. After three hours riding, a 
perceptible frefhnefs was diftinguiftiable in- the 
air ; the camels fnufled at the gale, advancing 
on a half trot, fo great is their fagacity, that 
they will difcover water at the diftance of feve- 
ral leagues* 

In two hours more, the eye could diftirrguifhr 
no obj£& of fatisfa&ion, but we fhortly after 
came up to a vale, funk from the level of the 
furface, and concealed, till we wereclofe upon it. 
It did not perhaps pofiefsthe beauties of Tempe, 
but for fragrance no fpot in the univerfe could 
excel. Wild, thyme, frankincenfe, and rofe- 
mary, covered the whole 'place, interfperfed 
with odoriferous (hrubs, but thefe were not the. 
firft obje&s of our attention, each haftening to 
the weUs, from whence a tranfparcnt ftream. 
overflowed, winding its cpurfe beneath a grove 
of date and palm trees. 

It 
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It was heceflary to rcftrain our ardour, by:- 
firft wafting purfelves, and retaining for a lime 

* 

a quantity of water in the mouth,, before we 
ventured to drink* Our camels kneeled down* 
to the fprings, as if to return thanks for their de- 
liverance, but whilft we refreflied ourfelves, we 
did not forget thofe who were panting in the:: 
defiirt* / 

m 

- We were received.on- our return as the mefr- 
ferigers of |ife, and on fome who were fefgbne,. 
we were obliged to fprinkle the water a little at 
a time, by which means, and die freftmeft thus, 
created in the air, only one remained unrccovex*- 
able, and was left in the defert. 

By 'the light of the ftars we : continued our 
way to die vale where the tents were pitched,, 
and mirth once morfc abounded ; for like the 
feilor whofe life is bandied on the points of un- 
certainty, thofe ' robbefs enjoyed exifience as it 
paffed, the harrffhips cfcaped ferving to give zeft 
to. the prefent fafety : befitfes we were now over 

the: 



THKODOREf CVPHON., 1$& 

the raoft difhial part of the defart, and the recol- 
lection of their wives and children could not but: 
be pleafing. 

I alfo refle&ed that the chief obftacles to my 
teturn were furmounted,. and partook in th« 
general fatisfa&ion,." After remaining in this 
valley IbtfnetlSys^ We again fet forward,, arriving 
after a long feriea of difficulties, at a large en- 
campment, from: whence, could be feen one o£ 
the famous pyramids*. 

1 My jbtirbey flat being Undertaken frohvmo^ . 
tives'bf curfofity, 1 fcaffcely noticed them, but 
being 5 furnifhed. with a guide, I took leave 6( the 
cobbers,. who generoufly infilled that srs the Iddjr 
was my prize, and I. had behaved in a way they 
termed gallant, all the jewels on her drefsfhould 
remain te«me.— Thus. I was advahced ta forttane 
beybnfl^aly expectation, iihd enabled to keepW- 
touched, the cafket which I have never yet 
bad an opportunity- to open, being involved in. 

all 
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all the buftle of travelling, and expofed to the 
obfervation of ftrangersv M * 

v I thank thee," my friend, faid Shechem, " but 
if thou wilt indulge us'a little further, the obli- 
gation will be complete, there are fome circum^ 
fiances relating the lady you mentioned* I 
would fain be refolded in, and particularly her 
bequeft of tbe^ calhet," > • . 

" I underftand," faid Hanfoa* " there are ' 
110 two perfons. on earth whom [ would wifli 
more to. oblige." He glanced a look of e#$fref- 
fion at Eve, who had attended, to all his dangers* 
and whofe cheek flufhed afc fome of his heroic 
defcriptions— then rifing, he haftened ta bring 
the precious, donation.. ; . 



■u.' J 



The firft obje& was a pair of bracelqt^iejt 
with brilliants, and containing two miniature 
pi&ures in the Armenian drefs, both young, and 
with thatexpreffive vivacity fochara&eiiftic of 
the Eafh 

11 1 am, 
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%t I am fatisfied," faid Shechemf, " this was 
^the prefcnt I gave my wife on die day of our 
^fpoufals ; I feared (he had been murdered by 
-thofe robbers who tore her from my arms, and 
dabbed her in my fight. — Take away*, my 
•friend, relics I camidt behold with pleafure, this 
world is the dominion of evil.: but now I am 
fatisfied, fince I know her fate, though it was 
terrible. 

* * * ** 

Age had in Shechem reduced the fine edge 
of feeling, or rather enabled him to conceal his 
griefs from cdmmoki obfervation. His forrow 
^was of that fecret nature, which isielt but not 
ftiewn; and having indulged thought for a 
time, He dried up the tears of his daughter, leav- 
ing Hanfon tg entertain her, whilft he went on 
'jbme bufinefs into the city. 
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